TOWN BOARD – TOWN OF NORTH SALEM

Public Hearing 

Town Hall Annex

August 26, 2014

Re:
To consider a local law to amend Chapter 220 entitled “Vehicles and Traffic” of the Town of North Salem to remove a stop sign at the intersection of Bogtown Road and Catridge Road

PRESENT:   
           Supervisor:
Warren Lucas



         Councilman:
Stephen Bobolia



         Councilman:
William Monti

                                 Town Clerk:
Veronica Howley 

                      Attorney for Town:
Roland Baroni
ABSENT:               Councilman:
Peter Kamenstein

                            Councilwoman:
Amy Rosmarin

OTHERS PRESENT:  Elaine Sweeney, 67 Bogtown Road




    Reporter Tom Auchterlonie – The Daily Voice

Supervisor Lucas called the Public Hearing to order at 7:30 P.M.

The Notice of Public Hearing appeared in the August 14, 2014 issue of The Journal News and was read by Supervisor Lucas.  

Supervisor Lucas: We put a Stop Sign on Bogtown Road which we have to take out.  While the Stop Sign is protecting the people on Catridge Road, what we are seeing is that people are actually coming up behind them and almost rear-ending some of the cars that are stopping.  Some people are stopping and some people aren’t.  It almost caused more accidents than not having the Stop Sign there.  We are going to have to try and figure out another way of doing it.
Does anyone have any comments on this?

Elaine Sweeney:  One comment is that I can understand how this could happen.  If people paid attention to the initial sign that says “slow down” there would be no problem but obviously people are not because we were coming off of Catridge Road a couple of weeks ago and as we were coming off this car came right through to the Stop Sign, not slowly but just went right through the Stop Sign as if none of the signs were there.  I followed the person all the way home and went right up to her driveway and as soon as I got out of the car she knew, she said, I know I went through the Stop Sign.  She didn’t just go through the Stop Sign; she was going like 100 Mph.
Supervisor Lucas:  Is she a North Salem resident?
Ms. Sweeney:  Yes, she is.  She was very apologetic but I happened to notice her daughter’s jeep in the driveway and they are two of the people that go so fast and they are one of the reasons that my husband and I almost saw some accidents.

Supervisor Lucas:  Did we ever put a white line on the road there?

Ms. Sweeney:  I don’t know, I just stop because there is a Stop Sign there.  I don’t know what the Town is going to do because as I said we have witnessed really near accidents with people coming off Catridge and now I would like if Mr. Baroni can explain to me why a mirror cannot be put up there?
Supervisor Lucas:  It’s a liability issue but I’m wondering whether we just bite the bullet and put one up anyway.
Ms. Sweeney:  What’s the liability on it?

Supervisor Lucas:  Roland can you comment on that?
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Mr. Baroni:  I think it’s more of a maintenance issue.  It’s got to be always exactly situated and they have a tendency with wind and rain to become disorientated and if the mirror isn’t always focused properly it can give you a miss read.
Ms. Sweeney:  Really?  Have you seen any lawsuits or anything?
Mr. Baroni:  I haven’t looked.

Supervisor Lucas:  You know what we can do Elaine because we do need something there; we thought the Stop Sign would do it, but it’s not helping, maybe we can look into putting a mirror there.  I’m not adverse to it.
Mr. Baroni:  I think you’re going to hear from the Highway Superintendent and Police Chief that they are not authorized traffic devices.

Supervisor Lucas:  I know that.

Ms. Sweeney:  Nobody is going to pretend it is.

Councilman Bobolia:  A speed hump?  To slow the person down behind you that are going to rear-end you on Mills; that’s the problem, right?  
Supervisor Lucas:  The problem is you can’t get off of Catridge Road without potentially getting hit.

Ms. Sweeney:  A speed hump might help.

Supervisor Lucas:  The problem with speed humps is we will end up with them on every road and we might as well not pave the roads.
Councilman Bobolia:  Right, but that’s just a terrible intersection. 

Ms. Sweeney:  It’s hard, I feel sorry for the Town having to make a decision.
Supervisor Lucas:  It’s not hard.

Ms. Sweeney:  It’s an accident waiting to happen; I’ll tell you that right now.

Supervisor Lucas:  This isn’t working, this is going to cause somebody to get rear-ended and it doesn’t make any sense to stop people when people behind them are not always stopping.

Ms. Sweeney:  Well there is no reason to be rear-ended if people did what they are supposed to but people are not doing what they are supposed to.

Supervisor Lucas:  The likelihood is more cars are going to be stopped on Bogtown with this and potentially rear-ended than people coming off of Catridge and potentially running into somebody.  
I think what we do now is take this down; Ward may not want a little mirror up there but if we could do that, I will talk to them.  It may not be a proper device but…

Ms. Sweeney:  A mirror may or may not even work there because if you’re coming off of Catridge Road, I don’t know what angle you could even have that mirror at whereby you would see it coming around so if they could maybe try to test it to see.

I don’t want the Town to get sued because we witnessed some pretty close accidents there.

Supervisor Lucas:  We’ve had people get hit there.
Ms. Sweeney:  Oh really?

Councilman Monti:  Do we have any statistics on that intersection?
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Supervisor Lucas:  No it’s only a couple over the last number of years, it’s not a lot.  If there were a lot of accidents we would put multiple Stop Signs.
Ms. Sweeney:  That might work.  You know, if you take the first sign…
Supervisor Lucas:  That will only stop people from rear-ending the people in front of them.

Ms. Sweeney:  The first sign says there’s going to be a Stop Sign but if that is a Stop Sign and then the other one around the corner is a Stop Sign, of course it will probably drive everyone stir crazy. 
Supervisor Lucas:  Yes, I will get complaints for that.

Ms. Sweeney:  You’re going to get complaints no matter what.

Supervisor Lucas:  Maybe there is a way of giving the people on Catridge that are coming off a way of looking in if there is some way of putting a mirror up.  I know it’s not appropriate, I’ll talk to them tomorrow and see but we are going to end-up causing an accident like this so we might as well take it down.

Councilman Monti:  You need something on the side of Bogtown that looks toward the east and I don’t know if there is anything there from what I remember.
Supervisor Lucas:  I don’t know if there is a tree there or not.
A brief discussion of where to place a mirror took place.

Supervisor Lucas:  Roland, do you have any other comments?

Mr. Baroni:  No.
There being no other questions or comments and all those wishing to be heard, having been heard the

Public Hearing to consider a local law to remove the stop sign at the intersection of Bogtown Road 
and Catridge Road was adjourned at 7:40 P.M.
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