REGULAR MEETING/WORKSESSION

TOWN HALL ANNEX

December 8, 2009

PRESENT:
            Supervisor:   Warren Lucas



          Councilman:   Christopher Brockmeyer


                 Councilwoman:   Mary-Elizabeth Reeve

     Councilwoman:   Amy Rosmarin

                       Attorney for Town:   Roland Baroni

 
                      Town Clerk:   Veronica Howley

OTHERS PRESENT:  Marion LaFranco, Confidential Secretary to the Supervisor



   Cynthia Curtis, Planning Board Chairwoman
The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Lucas at 7:45 P.M.  A Public Hearing Re:  2010 Preliminary Budget was held prior to the Regular Meeting/Worksession. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The following Minutes as submitted by the Town Clerk were approved.  Motion was made by Supervisor Lucas, seconded by Councilman Brockmeyer.  All voted in favor.

· November 17, 2009 – Regular Meeting/Worksession

· November 24, 2009 – Regular Meeting/Worksession

· December 2, 2009 – Special Meeting – 2010 Budget

· December 4, 2009 – Special Meeting – 2010 Budget

· December 7, 2009 – Special Meeting – 2010 Budget

REPORTS
1. Building Inspector’s Monthly Report – November 2009.
2. Highway Department Monthly Report – November 2009.

3. Planning Board Financial Report – November 2009.

4. Police Department Monthly Report – November 2009.

5. Receiver of Taxes Monthly Report – November 2009.

6. Recreation Department Monthly Report – November 2009.
7. Supervisor’s Monthly Report – November 2009.
8. Town Clerk’s Monthly Report – November 2009.

Motion to accept the reports was made by Supervisor Lucas, seconded by Councilwoman Reeve.  All voted in favor.

RESOLUTIONS
RESOLUTION #288-TO PAY TOWN BILLS

Motion made by Supervisor Lucas 

Seconded by Councilwoman Reeve

RESOLVED, that Town Bills totaling $277,102.19 as listed on Abstract #12, claims 1078  through 1171 be audited, approved and ordered paid.

Supervisor Lucas – Aye

 

Councilman Brockmeyer - Aye


Councilwoman Reeve- Aye


Councilwoman Rosmarin - Aye


Resolution adopted.
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RESOLUTION 289-TO PAY HIGHWAY BILLS

Motion made by Supervisor Lucas

Seconded by Councilman Brockmeyer

RESOLVED, that Highway Bills totaling $38,257.78 as listed on Abstract #12, claims 345 through 373 be audited, approved and ordered paid.

Supervisor Lucas – Aye

 

Councilman Brockmeyer - Aye


Councilwoman Reeve- Aye


Councilwoman Rosmarin - Aye


Resolution adopted.




RESOLUTION #290-TO AUTHORIZE TAX REFUNDS

Motion made by Supervisor Lucas

Seconded by Councilman Brockmeyer

RESOLVED, that the Town of North Salem hereby authorizes the following refunds for overpayment of taxes: 

1) $ 5.23 - Beverly Kelly
2) $37.86 - Thomas A. & Barrie Bonacci
Supervisor Lucas – Aye

 

Councilman Brockmeyer - Aye


Councilwoman Reeve- Aye


Councilwoman Rosmarin - Aye


Resolution adopted.




RESOLUTION #291-TO AUTHORIZE 2009 BUDGET TRANSFERS
Motion made by Supervisor Lucas

Seconded by Councilwoman Rosmarin

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of North Salem hereby approves the following 2009 budget transfers, totaling $114,004.61:

· $7,619.00 from A19904 · (Contingency) to A101048 · (CPU Studies)

· $38,795.45 from A19904 (Contingency) to A12201 (Supervisor)

· $1,013.03 from A14604 (Contractual) to A14104 (Contractual)

· $21,646.88 from A501012 · (Clerk) to A14404 · (Contractual)

· $16,661.63 from A16802 (Equipment-Hardware) and $14,012.52 from A1910.4 (Insurance-unallocated), a total of $30,674.15 to A16804 (Contractual )

· $14,256.10 from A1910.4 (Insurance-unallocated) to A19304 (Judgements & Claims)

Supervisor Lucas – Aye

 

Councilman Brockmeyer - Aye


Councilwoman Reeve- Aye


Councilwoman Rosmarin - Aye


Resolution adopted.




RESOLUTION #292-TO AUTHORIZE BUDGET MODIFICATION

Motion made by Supervisor Lucas

Seconded by Councilwoman Reeve
RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of North Salem hereby approves a budget modification of $3,760.00 from A3060 (Records Management Grant) to A3620.4 (Building Inspector – Contractual).

Supervisor Lucas – Aye

 

Councilman Brockmeyer - Aye


Councilwoman Reeve- Aye


Councilwoman Rosmarin - Aye


Resolution adopted.
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RESOLUTION #293-TO AUTHORIZE THE TOWN ATTORNEY TO EXECUTE STIPULATION OF SETTLEMENT – LUKASHOK

Motion made by Supervisor Lucas

Seconded by Councilman Brockmeyer

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of North Salem hereby authorizes the Town Attorney to execute the Stipulation Extending the Stipulation of Settlement in the matter entitled “Lukashok vs. the Town of North Salem” – Index No. 1977/87 until June 30, 2010.

Supervisor Lucas – Aye

 

Councilman Brockmeyer - Aye


Councilwoman Reeve- Aye


Councilwoman Rosmarin - Aye


Resolution adopted.




RESOLUTION #294-TO ADOPT 2010 TOWN BUDGET

Motion made by Supervisor Lucas

Seconded by Councilman Brockmeyer

RESOLVED, that for the year 2010 there be appropriated and allowed the various sums enumerated in the attached budget and there be levied, assessed and collected upon the taxable property of the Town of North Salem, including the several tax districts therein, exclusive of school district, the various sums contained and itemized in the foregoing budget and the same when collected to be paid to the Supervisor and said Town to be paid out according to the law, and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Supervisor is authorized to have the 2010 taxes extended and be it further

RESOLVED, that the highway sums for 2010 be approved.

Supervisor Lucas – Aye

 

Councilman Brockmeyer - Aye


Councilwoman Reeve- Aye


Councilwoman Rosmarin - Aye


Resolution adopted.




RESOLUTION #295-TO ADOPT HOME RULE REQUEST SUSTAINABLE ENERGY CONTRACTUAL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM

Motion made by Supervisor Lucas
Seconded by Councilwoman Rosmarin

RESOLVED, that the Town Board does hereby approve the submission of a Home Rule Request to the New York State Legislature to create a Sustainable Energy Contractual Assessment Program as follows:

AN ACT PURSUANT TO SECTION 40 OF THE MUNICIPAL HOME RULE LAW OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK IN RELATION TO THE CREATION OF THE TOWN OF NORTH SALEM, NEW YORK SUSTAINABLE ENERGY CONTRACTUAL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM TO ASSIST HOMEOWNERS IN THE INSTALLATION OF DISTRIBUTED GENERATION RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES OR ENERGY EFFICIENCY IMPROVEMENTS.

The People of the State of New York do enact as follows:

1.    Section 1.  Pursuant to Section 40 of the Municipal Home Rule Law of the State of New York, a new law is added as follows:

Title: Town of North SALEM Sustainable Energy Contractual Assessment Program.

2.  Section 2: Legislative Intent.

a. It is the intent of the Town of North Salem to promote energy efficiency among residents and businesses within the Town, including the promotion of energy efficiency improvements and the utilization of renewable energy sources in existing buildings within the Town.

b.  
In order to address the issue of global climate change and greenhouse gas emissions in the Town of North Salem, the Town has embarked upon an effort to reduce energy demand from existing buildings so as to have the Town of North Salem meet Statewide energy efficient goals.  In order to assist residents and businesses in the Town of North Salem make energy efficiency improvements more affordable and to promote the installation and utilization of such improvements, it is necessary to set forth a mechanism to finance the cost of such energy efficiency improvements.
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c. 
Pursuant thereto, this legislation will help lower energy costs, reduce greenhouse gas emissions and make energy efficiency and renewable energy improvements more affordable by offering a Sustainable Energy Contractual Assessment Program to assist homeowners and businesses within the Town of North Salem in the installation of distributed generation renewable energy sources or energy efficiency improvements.  Such Sustainable Energy Contractual Assessment Programs to be offered by the Town shall be repaid over a period of time through an annual assessment on the property of the borrower.

3.  Section 3: Definitions.

a. 
“Distributed Generation” shall mean the generation of energy close to the point of use.

                             b. 
“Renewable Energy Source” shall mean the production of energy through hydro, solar thermal, solar photo-voltaic, geothermal, biomass or other renewable energy resources.

c. 
“Energy Efficiency Improvement” shall mean an installation or modification that is designed to reduce energy consumption in residential or commercial properties.

4.  Section 4: Sustainable Energy Contractual Assessment Program.

a. 
The Town of North Salem, New York at its discretion shall offer a Sustainable Energy Contractual Assessment Program to homeowners and businesses for the financing of the installation of distributed generation renewable energy sources and/or energy efficiency improvements that will be permanently affixed to the property of the borrower.

b. 
Such Sustainable Energy Contractual Assessment Programs shall only be available to owners of improved residential and commercial properties that are undergoing capital improvements or upgrades.

c. 
The loans issued by the Town pursuant to this program, shall be repaid by the borrower through an assessment levied by the Town on the real property where the Sustainable Energy Contractual Assessment Program was applied.  Such assessment shall be included annually within the Town real property tax bill which is transmitted to the borrower until repaid in full.

d. 
The aggregate amount of each Sustainable Energy Contractual Assessment Program provided by the Town of North Salem shall not exceed the actual cost of the equipment and materials necessary for the installation of distributed generation renewable energy sources or energy efficiency improvements, including the installation costs of such equipment.

e. 
Assessments levied pursuant to this section, including any interest and penalties, shall constitute a lien upon a parcel of real property for which the Sustainable Energy Contractual Assessment Program is made.

5.  Section 5: Necessity.

a.  
The Town Board of North Salem, New York located in Westchester County declares that this legislation is necessary for the immediate protection of the public interest and for the implementation of the energy efficiency and green house gas reduction plans of the Town of North Salem and the State of New York.

6.  Section 6: Effective Date.

This law shall take effect immediately.

Supervisor Lucas – Aye

 

Councilman Brockmeyer - Aye


Councilwoman Reeve- Aye


Councilwoman Rosmarin - Aye


Resolution adopted.




RESOLUTION #296-ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND CONSERVATION COMMUNITY BLOCK GRANT 

Motion made by Councilwoman Rosmarin

Seconded by Supervisor Lucas

WHEREAS General Municipal Law §239-n authorizes cities, towns and villages in New York to create inter-governmental relations councils to conduct surveys and research, to provide for the distribution of information, to cooperate with county, state and federal agencies, to conduct local and inter-community planning, and to provide a forum for local governments to explore and develop areas for municipal cooperative activities as further authorized under Article 5-G of

the General Municipal Law;

WHEREAS fourteen towns and villages in the northern tier of Westchester County have formed a consortium called the Northern Westchester Energy Action Coalition (NWEAC) through municipal resolutions and organization;
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WHEREAS the participating NWEAC municipalities share the goal of increasing energy efficiency throughout their communities, reducing energy costs for residents, reducing carbon emissions to help mitigate climate change, and reducing the negative health effects of fossil fuel emissions, while increasing availability of jobs in our area;

WHEREAS Governor Paterson has called for meeting 45% of New York State’s electricity needs through improved energy efficiency and clean renewable energy by 2015;

WHEREAS the cooperating municipalities share an interest in:

a. Informing and inspiring the public of energy saving opportunities

b. Maximizing benefits over the longest possible terms

c. Reducing fossil fuel emissions in a manner that is environmentally sustainable and, to the maximum extent practicable,
   maximizes benefits for local and regional communities

d. Reducing the total energy use of the eligible communities;

e. Improving energy efficiency in the building sector;

f. Creating and retaining local jobs;

g. Stimulating the economy.

WHEREAS the cooperating municipalities share the objective of establishing mechanisms and strategies for:

a. Fundamentally and permanently transforming local energy markets in a way that make energy efficiency and renewable
    energy the options of first choice;

b. Achieving broader market participation and greater efficiency savings from building retrofits;

c. Creating building retrofit programs that demonstrate the benefits of gaining economy of scale and designing a viable
    strategy for program sustainability;

d. Serve as examples of comprehensive community-scale energy-efficiency approaches that could be replicated in other
    communities across the region, the state and the country;

e. Deliver verified energy savings from a variety of projects in the local jurisdiction of the applicant, with a particular
    emphasis on efficiency improvements in residential buildings; and

f. Achieving inter-municipal cooperation in other efficient ways.

WHEREAS the cooperating municipalities wish to explore mutually beneficial ways of:

a. Securing and sharing Federal, State, and County agency funding to accomplish these efforts and goals; and

b. Coordinating efforts with Federal, State, and County agencies and authorities to assure that activities are compatible with
    the plans and programs of the cooperating municipalities,

c. Leveraging Federal, State and County resources and grants along with other public and private resources to accomplish
    these objectives

WHEREAS, the federal government (US Department of Energy) and state energy agencies (New York State Energy Research and Development Authority) now allow consortia of municipalities, such as NWEAC, to apply jointly with a single application for energy-related funding from the new Energy Efficiency Community Block Grant program opportunities.

THAT the Town of North Salem, as a town participating in NWEAC, is in support of NWEAC-participating Town of Bedford’s Building Energy Efficiency Program (BEEP) Pilot application to receive EECBG Grant funding from the Dept. of Energy General Innovation Fund Program Funding Opportunity Announcement Number: DE-FOA-0000148 and plans to become a member of the NWEAC Energy Efficiency Retrofit Financing Corporation, a not-for-profit local development corporation that aggregates financing including qualified energy conservation bond (QECB) financing, will set an energy benefit district or area, and will endeavor to have our residents retrofit 70 homes within the three year grant period using best practices, including those derived from the BEEP Pilot.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the designated municipal official of each of the cooperating municipality has affixed their signature by authority vested in them.....
Supervisor Lucas – Aye

 

Councilman Brockmeyer - Aye


Councilwoman Reeve- Aye


Councilwoman Rosmarin - Aye


Resolution adopted.




RESOLUTION #297-TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION

Motion made by Supervisor Lucas

Seconded by Councilman Brockmeyer

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of North Salem go into Executive Session to discuss a contract matter.

Supervisor Lucas – Aye

 

Councilman Brockmeyer - Aye


Councilwoman Reeve- Aye


Councilwoman Rosmarin - Aye


Resolution adopted.
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WORKSESSION
1.
Discuss Proposed Information Systems Usage Policy
The Board briefly discussed the proposed amended Information Systems Usage Policy and agreed it was fine to adopt.

COMMENTS
On behalf of the Board, Planning Board Chairwoman Cynthia Curtis attended the Northern Westchester Watershed Committee meeting today and informed the Board of what was discussed.

There being no further business and all those wishing to be heard having been heard, the meeting adjourned into executive session at 9:50 P.M.  Motion was made by Supervisor Lucas, seconded by Councilman Brockmeyer.  All voted in favor.







_____________________________

S E A L




 
      Veronica Howley





 
  
                       Town Clerk
