TOWN BOARD – TOWN OF NORTH SALEM

Public Hearing 

October 9, 2007

Re: Proposed Local Law #07-07 - To Amend Chapter 220 of the Code of the Town of 

       North Salem Entitled “Vehicles and Traffic” (Parking Limits in the Croton Falls Hamlet)

PRESENT:

Supervisor:
Sy Globerman



          Councilman:
Thomas Belcastro


         Councilman:
Warren Lucas



          Councilman:
Christopher Morley

  
                      Town Clerk:
Veronica Howley

                       Attorney for Town:
 Roland Baroni

ABSENT: 
          Councilman:
Christopher Brockmeyer

Supervisor Globerman called the Public Hearing to order at 8:05 P.M.

The Notice of Public Hearing appeared in the September 29, 2007 issue of The Journal News and was read by the Supervisor.  

Supervisor Globerman read the proposed law and said that the Town Board has wrestled with this problem for years and years and years trying to find the right mix to be fair to all of the storeowners there and it seems that right now it might need that adjustment.  

He said we do have 3-hour spaces in the back, there are about fourteen (14) of them and we felt that we should add to the 30-minute spaces along Front Street because the nature, I believe, of most of the businesses is short-term customers coming and leaving.  

Supervisor Globerman asked if there was anyone who wished to speak.

Supervisor Globerman recognized Donna Hoffman from Who’s Cooking.  Ms. Hoffman said I think one of the biggest problems with the parking in town is that there is no enforcement of the 30-minute.  Mostly I see the 30-minute because it’s in front of my store.  People park there for two, three hours, we don’t know if they got on the train, we don’t know where they are, we don’t know what the situation is and a lot of times they don’t get tickets.  We will have to call and complain.

Councilman Lucas said do you call Town Hall?

Ms. Hoffman said we call the police. 

Councilman Lucas said the State Police?

Ms. Hoffman said well we call the number that we’re given to call which ends up being the State Police and then they transfer the call to, I believe the local police and then someone comes out and looks and sometimes they say they have to wait thirty minutes to see if the car is parked there for thirty minutes.  You kind of get a lot of different stories as to how long they have to watch or observe a car being there.

Supervisor Globerman said well, if it’s a 30-minute zone then unless they have passed by it before and seen the car parked there, I would imagine that they actually have to observe a start time and count up to thirty minutes in order to give them a ticket.

Ms. Hoffman said right, but you see the police drive through town many times and they will sit, you don’t see them out of the car checking.
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Supervisor Globerman said are we talking about the police or the parking enforcement because we have two branches?

Ms. Hoffman said right, I guess in the morning it’s mostly the parking enforcement gentlemen.

Councilman Lucas said what time of day do you have the problems, do you think?  If it’s the morning, I think he’s there.

Ms. Hoffman said right, I mean I can’t sit, it’s not my job, and so I don’t sit and watch cars.  What will happen sometimes in the early morning when I come in I will see a car with frost on, or I know it’s been sitting there a long time, I know the enforcement gentleman has been through.  He could be sitting over there, but he sits in the car.

Supervisor Globerman said what time do you come in?

Ms. Hoffman said we come in between 7:00 am and 7:30 am.

Supervisor Globerman said the parking regulations begin at 7:30 am, I believe.  Do you recall that Roland?

Mr. Baroni said well Ronnie thinks its 7:00 am.

Supervisor Globerman recognized Kim Kosta from Anderson French Hair Salon.  I agree with Who’s Cooking, Donna, I believe it’s also a police enforcement issue or patrol, whoever is in charge of doing that because they are there earlier but we are there later.  After 4:00 pm its free game.  After 4:00 pm there are residents parking there, you might have employees parking there, you might have commuters carpooling and leaving cars there and parking there.

Supervisor Globerman said until what time does your business use the spaces?

Ms. Kosta said to at least 8:00 pm. We run right against Who’s Cook.

Ms. Hoffman said we are there until 7:00 pm.

Supervisor Globerman asked if there was anyone else who wanted to speak.

Supervisor Globerman recognized Elaine Sweeney.

Ms. Sweeney said it’s just an idea, I don’t know, I’m just throwing out an idea, what about some sort of metered parking there?  If you put in a meter, thirty minutes people aren’t going to get on a train.

Supervisor Globerman said there were meters there for decades and they were taken out because of vandalism.

Ms. Howley said Sy, the meters were in the commuter lot, they were never in Croton Falls.

Supervisor Globerman said they were never along Front Street?

Ms. Howley said they were never there.  They were in the lot.  We had the problem in Purdys when they were all broken into; it was in the Purdys lot.

Councilman Belcastro said there was no organized parking there.  They were parked on the sides of hills, behind buildings, and behind the railroad station.  

Dawn Christopher from Croton Falls Coffee Shop said I think the meters would help and Donna’s most aware of it and it happened twice vehicles going up, you know, on the curb.  We’ve had two accidents in town, so the parking meters would help.
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Supervisor Globerman said going up on the sidewalk?

Ms. Christopher said yes, well they went through Who’s Cooking window one time.

Supervisor Globerman said oh yes, I know about that case.

Ms. Christopher said and then there was another car that went in reverse and went flying into the car parked in front of my liquor store.

Supervisor Globerman said if they are going that fast up onto the sidewalk, they went right over the meters.

Ms. Christopher said I think it was the transmission, he was backing out and the transmission went and thank God it didn’t hit anybody.  And that’s a big issue too, the cars come speeding around.  That’s a whole other issue but maybe the parking thing would help because when Harv’s driving through I don’t know if it’s a feasible thing but he can see when the red thing goes up and people are more conscience of when they’re parking and when they’re not.

Councilman Belcastro said it strikes me Sy that regardless of whether you had parking meters or you had just what you have now, if you don’t have adequate enforcement, it doesn’t work. Parking meters should really follow any decision that is made based on adequate enforcement.

Supervisor Globerman said well what we are looking at right now, while we are listening to what you are saying and factoring it into some of the actions we may have to take, what we are actually looking at right now is the change of time on those particular seven (7) spaces that we’ve addressed.

Supervisor Globerman said does anyone else want to speak to this?

Ms. Kosta said is there a possibility that you could, I’m not really sure how my boss would feel about this, but if you are keeping the front spots at a shorter time of parking and designating more spots somewhere else for the two or three hour and making that meter parking.  I assume that, you know, with our clientele that they would have no problem with paying in that sense for a meter to be there for two or three hours and that would alert you if it’s a commuter.  

Supervisor Globerman said it’s a question of being able to find the space to do that and that might be something the Board wants to consider removing some of the long-term parking and converting it into hourly metered parking.  It might be something we should think about.

Councilman Lucas said well we need to figure out how to get the residents off of parking in front of the stores.

Supervisor Globerman said you’re talking about the local residents?

Councilman Lucas said if we don’t start from 7:30 am or so, on the clock they have another half an hour beyond that so they’re within their right to stay there all night long but I’m sure that impacts the businesses because I’m sure people are showing up much earlier than that to get on the train.

Ms. Christopher said yes, we open at 5:30 am.

Councilman Lucas said how many hours a day do we have Harv there, or parking enforcement there?

Ms. Howley said he’s there from 7:00 am until 3:00 pm, I believe.

Ms. Christopher said he has other responsibilities, right?  Because he leaves a lot.

Councilman Belcastro said there is only one enforcement officer now and he is used for everything.
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Supervisor Globerman said we use to have two lots when we had two officers; we only have one lot now.  When we had two officers they only covered the two lots until 3:00 pm anyway, they still weren’t on later in the day.

Ms. Howley said they worked half a day each.  One covered mornings and one covered afternoons so it was the same amount of time that they were there.

Supervisor Globerman said I don’t think those lots were ever covered until 7:00 or 8:00 O’clock at night, that’s my point.

Ms. Howley said no, never.

Supervisor Globerman asked if there was anything else from the public.

Supervisor Globerman recognized Thomas Christopher.  Mr. Christopher said I think it would, (inaudible) it could help everyone if you have the long-term in back and short in front for the short businesses.  I know a pizza place is coming in and they don’t want the 2-hour, it would drive them right out. 

Supervisor Globerman asked if there was anything else from the Board.  There was nothing else from the Board; therefore, Supervisor Globerman said he would close the public hearing.

There being no further comments and everyone wishing to be heard, having been heard, the public hearing to consider adopting proposed Local Law #07-07 to amend Chapter 220 of the Code of the Town of North Salem entitled “Vehicles and Traffic” (Parking Limits in the Croton Falls Hamlet) was declared closed at 8:20 P.M.






_____________________________

S E A L





  Veronica E. Howley







 
          Town Clerk

Regular Meeting/Worksession

October 9, 2007

PRESENT:

  Supervisor:
Sy Globerman



            Councilman:
Thomas Belcastro



            Councilman:
Christopher Brockmeyer

Councilman:   Warren Lucas

Councilman:
Christopher Morley                      

       

Town Clerk:
Veronica Howley  

 
             Attorney for Town:
Roland Baroni

OTHERS PRESENT:  Kurt Guldan, President NSVAC




   Martin F. Simon, Esq., Attorney for NSVAC
The regular meeting was called to order by Supervisor Globerman at 8:20 P.M.  A Public Hearing to adopt proposed Local Law #07-07 to Amend Chapter 220 entitled “Vehicle and Traffic” to change the parking limits in the Croton Falls Hamlet was held prior to the regular meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The following Minutes as submitted by the Town Clerk were approved.  Motion was made by Supervisor Globerman, seconded by Councilman Lucas.  All voted in favor.

September 11, 2007 – Regular Meeting/Worksession

CORRESPONDENCE (See attached list for correspondence received)

Motion to accept the correspondence was made by Supervisor Globerman, seconded by Councilman Lucas.  All voted in favor.

REPORTS
1. Building Inspector’s Monthly Report – September 2007.

2. Planning Board Financial Report – September 2007.

3. Police Department Monthly Report – September 2007.

4. Receiver of Taxes Monthly Report – September 2007.

5. Recreation Department Financial Report – September 2007.

6. Town Clerk’s Monthly Report – September 2007.

7. Supervisor’s Monthly Report – September 2007.

Motion to accept the reports was made by Supervisor Globerman, seconded by Councilman Morley.  All voted in favor.

RESOLUTIONS
RESOLUTION #191-TO ADOPT LL #7-07 PARKING LIMITS IN THE CROTON FALLS HAMLET
Motion made by Supervisor Globerman

Seconded by Councilman Lucas

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of North Salem hereby adopts Local Law 7 for the Year 2007 amending the parking restrictions for West Cross Street in Croton Falls.

Supervisor Globerman – Aye

 

Councilman Belcastro – Aye


Councilman Brockmeyer – Aye

Councilman Lucas – Aye



Councilman Morley – Aye


Resolution adopted.
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RESOLUTION #192-TO PAY TOWN BILLS

Motion made by Councilman Lucas

Seconded by Councilman Belcastro

RESOLVED, that Town Bills totaling $182,888.25 as listed on Abstract #10, Claims #732 through #805 be audited, approved and ordered paid.

Supervisor Globerman – Aye

 

Councilman Belcastro – Aye


Councilman Brockmeyer – Aye

Councilman Lucas – Aye



Councilman Morley – Aye


Resolution adopted.

RESOLUTION #193-TO PAY HIGHWAY BILLS

Motion made by Councilman Lucas

Seconded by Councilman Belcastro

RESOLVED, that Highway Bills totaling $39,681.47 as listed on Abstract #10, Claims #325 through #349   be audited, approved and ordered paid.

Supervisor Globerman – Aye

 

Councilman Belcastro – Aye


Councilman Brockmeyer – Aye

Councilman Lucas – Aye



Councilman Morley – Aye


Resolution adopted.

RESOLUTION #194-TO AUTHORIZE PLANS & SPECIFICATIONS FOR DINO & ARTIE’S SOIL INSTALLATION

Motion made by Councilman Lucas

Seconded by Councilman Morley

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of North Salem hereby authorizes Hahn Engineering to proceed with the preparation of plans and specifications for the Dino & Artie’s Transmission Shop/Brownfield Site # B00021-3 to install two feet of clean soil cover and whatever else is deemed necessary.

Supervisor Globerman – Aye

 

Councilman Belcastro – Aye


Councilman Brockmeyer – Aye

Councilman Lucas – Aye



Councilman Morley – Aye


Resolution adopted.

RESOLUTION #195-TO ACCEPT RECOMMENDATION FOR PERFORMANCE BOND FOR MONOMOY FARM, LLC

Motion made by Councilman Lucas

Seconded by Councilman Morley

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of North Salem hereby accepts the recommendation of the Planning Board, Jeri Barrett, R.L.A. of  J.D. Barrett & Associates, LLC and Hahn Engineering for a Performance Bond for the Monomoy Farm, LLC Project in the amount of $149,625.00.

Supervisor Globerman – Aye

 

Councilman Belcastro – Aye


Councilman Brockmeyer – Aye

Councilman Lucas – Aye



Councilman Morley – Aye


Resolution adopted.
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RESOLUTION #196-TO AUTHORIZE REFUND OF ESCROW TO GARY DEARBORN

Motion made by Supervisor Globerman

Seconded by Councilman Lucas

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of North Salem hereby authorizes the refund of the Escrow Account and Meter Fee from the Water Tap Application in the amount of $860.00 to Gary Dearborn, 4 Harvey Road, PO Box 268, Croton Falls NY, 10519.

Supervisor Globerman – Aye

 

Councilman Belcastro – Aye


Councilman Brockmeyer – Aye

Councilman Lucas – Aye



Councilman Morley – Aye


Resolution adopted.

RESOLUTION #197-TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION
Motion made by Councilman Lucas

Seconded by Councilman Morley

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of North Salem hereby goes into Executive Session to discuss litigation (The Guardian News vs. The Town of North Salem).

Supervisor Globerman – Aye

 

Councilman Belcastro – Aye


Councilman Brockmeyer – Aye

Councilman Lucas – Aye



Councilman Morley – Aye


Resolution adopted.

WORKSESSION
1.
Discuss the Creation of the North Salem Ambulance District


The Board discussed the request made by the North Salem Volunteer Ambulance Corps (NSVAC) for the Town to create an Ambulance District.
Funding for the NSVAC is currently provided through a combination of fund drives, contributions, insurance billing and direct funding by the Town.  The NSVAC would like the Town to create an ambulance district coextensive with the boundaries of the Town and make the cost of ambulance service to the taxpayers a separate line item on their real property tax bill.  

The Town Board has until June 1, 2008 to form a district which would become operative in 2009.  The first step toward the creation of a district is for the NSVAC to submit a Map, Plan and Report.  The Board agreed to put five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) in the NSVAC 2008 budget to cover the cost of the Map, Plan and Report.
2.
Discussion of Adding Karen Futia to the Town Health Plan Effective 
November 1, 2007
The Board discussed the request from Town Assessor Karen Futia to join the Town health plan effective November 1, 2007. 
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WORKSESSION (Continued)

2.
Discussion of Adding Karen Futia to the Town Health Plan Effective 
November 1, 2007 (Continued) 
The following resolution was then offered:

RESOLUTION #198-TO AUTHORIZE KAREN FUTIA TO JOIN TOWN HEALTH PLAN 

Motion made by Supervisor Globerman

Seconded by Councilman Lucas

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of North Salem hereby authorizes Karen Futia to join the Town health plan effective November 1, 2007.

Supervisor Globerman – Aye

 

Councilman Belcastro – Aye


Councilman Brockmeyer – Aye

Councilman Lucas – Aye



Councilman Morley – Aye


Resolution adopted.

There being no further business and all those wishing to be heard having been heard, the meeting adjourned into Executive Session at 9:30 P.M.  Motion was made by Supervisor Globerman, seconded by Councilman Lucas.  All voted in favor.








_____________________________

S E A L





 
    Veronica Howley






 
  
                     Town Clerk
