Regular Meeting/Worksession

June 7, 2005

PRESENT:

  Supervisor:
Sy Globerman



            Councilman:
Thomas Belcastro



       Councilwoman:
Cynthia Curtis



            Councilman:
Warren Lucas



            Councilman:    Christopher Morley

Town Clerk:
Veronica Howley  

             Attorney for Town:
Roland Baroni

OTHERS PRESENT:   None

The regular meeting was called to order by Supervisor Globerman at 10:30 P.M. in the North Salem High School Auditorium at 230 June Road.   

A Public Hearing Re: Continuation of the Comprehensive Plan was held prior to the regular meeting.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
· Supervisor Globerman said the next Town Board meeting will be held on June 14th at 
8:00 p.m. in the Town Hall Annex.

RESOLUTIONS
RESOLUTION #138-TO REFORM ALTERNATIVE MINIMUM TAX (AMT)

Motion made by Supervisor Globerman

Seconded by Councilwoman Curtis

WHEREAS, the Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT) was created in 1969 as a means of ensuring that very wealthy taxpayers did not use loopholes to avoid paying federal income taxes; and

WHEREAS, the AMT has grown from affecting 155 wealthy families in 1969 to nearly 19 million taxpayers today, most of which are in the middle class; and

WHEREAS, in the next five years, it is projected that the AMT will hit over one-half of all property taxpayers in New York State alone; and

WHEREAS, in 2004, approximately 63,000 households (27% of the population) in Westchester County were subject to the AMT; and

WHEREAS, when a taxpayer triggers the AMT, the number of deductions they can claim are significantly reduced, resulting in more middle class families paying higher federal taxes; and

WHEREAS, taxpayers in only four states – New York, New Jersey, California and Massachusetts – who rely heavily on deductions like property tax, state and local income taxes and the child exemption, account for nearly half the people paying the AMT across the country; and

WHEREAS, this extraordinary and unforeseen growth is the result of the AMT not being indexed for inflation, unlike the regular income tax; and

WHEREAS, President Bush has appointed an advisory panel to look at the AMT and other proposals for overhauling the federal tax code, and that report is due at the end of July; and
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RESOLUTIONS (Continued)
RESOLUTION #138-TO REFORM ALTERNATIVE MINIMUM TAX (AMT) (Cont’d)
WHEREAS, until the federal government addresses the issue of the AMT, the middle class will continue to unfairly bear the burden of this tax, and the AMT will continue to cause families in Westchester and across the nation to forfeit thousands of dollars in deductions;

WHEREAS, County Executive Andrew J. Spano has commenced a grassroots movement to bring about reform of the AMT and to have it restored to it its original intent – eliminating tax shelters for the wealthy and not to increase federal taxes on the middle class.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of North Salem supports efforts to reform the Alternative Minimum Tax in ways that will reduce the burden to middle-class taxpayers of the Town of North Salem; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town of North Salem will undertake efforts to inform its residents of the problems with the AMT; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be sent to Senators Charles Schumer and Hillary Clinton, US Representatives Eliot Engel, Nita Lowey and Sue Kelly and County Executive Andrew J. Spano.
Supervisor Globerman – Aye

 

Councilman Belcastro – Aye


Councilwoman Curtis – Aye


Councilman Lucas – Aye



Councilman Morley – Aye


Resolution adopted.

RESOLUTION #139-TO AUTHORIZE ADDITIONAL WORK – VOLUNTEERS PARK

Motion made by Supervisor Globerman

Seconded by Councilman Lucas

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of North Salem hereby authorizes Change Order No. 9 in the amount of seven thousand six hundred twenty-nine dollars and thirty-nine cents ($7,629.39) per the May 24, 2005 letter from Anthony Kotz, Kotz and Associates.

Supervisor Globerman – Aye

 

Councilman Belcastro – Aye


Councilwoman Curtis – Aye


Councilman Lucas – Aye



Councilman Morley – Aye


Resolution adopted.

RESOLUTION #140-TO NAME HISTORIAN’S OFFICE

Motion made by Supervisor Globerman

Seconded by Councilman Lucas

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of North Salem hereby names the office of the Historian the “Dick Yakman, Historian’s Office.”

Supervisor Globerman – Aye

 

Councilman Belcastro – Aye


Councilwoman Curtis – Aye


Councilman Lucas – Aye



Councilman Morley – Aye


Resolution adopted.
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RESOLUTION #141-TO AUTHORIZE ADDITIONAL WORK – OLD NSVAC BUILDING

Motion made by Supervisor Globerman

Seconded by Councilman Lucas

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of North Salem hereby authorizes the expense of one thousand eight hundred dollars ($1,800.00) for the cost of the windows at the old NSVAC building.

Supervisor Globerman – Aye

 

Councilman Belcastro – Aye


Councilwoman Curtis – Aye


Councilman Lucas – Aye



Councilman Morley – Aye


Resolution adopted.

RESOLUTION #142-TO AUTHORIZE PREPARATION OF GRANT APPLICATIONS – HAHN ENGINEERING

Motion made by Supervisor Globerman

Seconded by Councilman Belcastro

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of North Salem hereby authorizes Hahn Engineering to prepare applications for the 2005 Hudson River Estuary Grant Program for Open Space Planning, Habitat Conservation and Stewardship and Watershed Planning and Implementation Projects for Peach Lake and Candlewood Lake at a cost not to exceed eight thousand dollars ($8,000.00).

Supervisor Globerman – Aye

 

Councilman Belcastro – Aye


Councilwoman Curtis – Aye


Councilman Lucas – Aye



Councilman Morley – Aye


Resolution adopted.

RESOLUTION #143-TO APPOINT DAY CAMP STAFF

Motion made by Supervisor Globerman

Seconded by Councilman Lucas

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of North Salem hereby approves the day camp staff as attached and submitted by the Superintendent of Recreation.

Supervisor Globerman – Aye

 

Councilman Belcastro – Aye


Councilwoman Curtis – Aye


Councilman Lucas – Aye



Councilman Morley – Aye


Resolution adopted.

RESOLUTION #144-TO AUTHORIZE TAX REFUND

Motion made by Supervisor Globerman

Seconded by Councilman Lucas

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of North Salem hereby authorizes a refund of six dollars and seventy-six cents (6.76) payable to Louis A. Giannini due to a reduced 2004 assessment for parcel #45-1359-53 as outlined in a memo dated June 2, 2005 from Karen A. Roach, Receiver of Taxes.

Supervisor Globerman – Aye

 

Councilman Belcastro – Aye


Councilwoman Curtis – Aye


Councilman Lucas – Aye



Councilman Morley – Aye


Resolution adopted.
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RESOLUTION #145-TO AUTHORIZE TAX REFUND

Motion made by Supervisor Globerman

Seconded by Councilman Lucas

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of North Salem hereby authorizes a refund of one hundred forty-four dollars and seventy-one cents ($144.71) payable to Greg Burke due to a reduced 2004 assessment for parcel #45-1361-31 as outlined in a memo dated June 2, 2005 from Karen A. Roach, Receiver of Taxes.

Supervisor Globerman – Aye

 

Councilman Belcastro – Aye


Councilwoman Curtis – Aye


Councilman Lucas – Aye



Councilman Morley – Aye


Resolution adopted.

WORKSESSION 
1. Discuss New Wind Energy Pricing
The Town purchased 4200 kWh (10% of the Town’s electrical usage) of wind energy form NYSEG last year.  The Board discussed renewing the contract and increasing the amount of wind energy usage.

The following resolution was then offered:
RESOLUTION #146-TO AUTHORIZE SUPERVISOR TO SIGN NEW WIND ENERGY CONTRACT

Motion made by Supervisor Globerman

Seconded by Councilman Lucas

RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby authorizes the Supervisor to sign the New Wind Energy Contract for 20% of the Town’s electrical usage for a period of one (1) year.

Supervisor Globerman – Aye

 

Councilman Belcastro – Aye


Councilwoman Curtis – Aye


Councilman Lucas – Aye



Councilman Morley – Aye


Resolution adopted.

There being no further business and all those wishing to be heard having been heard, the meeting was adjourned at 10:45 P.M.  Motion was made by Supervisor Globerman, seconded by Councilman Belcastro.  All voted in favor.






_____________________________________

S E A L


 

 
            Veronica Howley

 


 
  
 


     Town Clerk

