Regular Meeting/Worksession

February 8, 2005

PRESENT:

Supervisor:
Sy Globerman



          Councilman:
Thomas Belcastro



     Councilwoman:
Cynthia Curtis



          Councilman:
Warren Lucas



          Councilman:
Christopher Morley

  
                      Town Clerk:
Veronica Howley

                       Attorney for Town:
Roland Baroni

OTHERS PRESENT:  Liz Axelson, Director of Planning

   Anthony Micelli, Housing & Development Specialist for Highgate

 


   David Kelley, Orchard Hill LLC; Andy Pelosi, Croton Falls; 




   Helen Powers, Purdys

The regular meeting was called to order by Supervisor Globerman at 8:00 P.M. 

The Board met in Executive Session at 7:30 P.M. in Delancey Hall prior to the regular meeting at 

which time the following resolution was offered:

RESOLUTION #46- TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION

Motion made by Supervisor Globerman

Seconded by Councilman Belcastro

RESOLVED, that the North Salem Town Board shall go into Executive Session to interview Planning Consultant, discuss Police Department personnel, Conservation Advisory Committee re-appointment, Mullen property acquisition and Litigation.

Supervisor Globerman – Aye

 

Councilman Belcastro – Aye


Councilwoman Curtis – Aye



Councilman Lucas – Aye



Councilman Morley – Aye

Resolution adopted.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

· Supervisor Globerman said the second half of the school tax collection was completed on January 31. The Receiver of Taxes expected to collect $6.2M and she only collected $5.2M.  The $1M of uncollected school tax has to be paid this week so the Town has to front that money to the school district. I think that is a very good indication of why we need well in excess of $1M in our fund reserve for when things like this come up.

· Supervisor Globerman said Congresswoman Kelly spoke to me last month and advised me that there might be federal road funds available this year and so I had our Highway Superintendent give me a program of the work he expected would be needed on the local roads in town. I submitted a preapplication for the figure he gave me which was $2.6M for paving to see if we might get a federal grant for part of that. 

· Supervisor Globerman said we had a petition from the community a few months back to purchase the Mullen property in Purdys near the hamlet for open space.  We asked the Open Space Committee to look at that property and to make a recommendation.  They did send us a recommendation in favor of purchasing that property which I believe is 66 acres and quite expensive.  I have contacted Mr. Mullen and started talks with him regarding the sale of the property knowing that the Board has shown a consensus opinion that if the OSC recommended it the Board would be in favor of doing it.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS (Continued)

We expect to have some talks regarding the sale of the property and how it might be structured. The Town Board will have to make a final decision on how much they are willing to pay for it.  We would go out to other agencies such as the NYS DEC, the NYC DEP, the Westchester Land Trust, the North Salem Open Land Foundation which have already indicated that they would like to share in this and even the County of Westchester which has a land purchase program for open space purposes.  So there are a lot of pockets that we can go to but what I first have to do is speak to Mr. Mullen to see if there is anyway to structure this other than an all cash deal which will bring the price down.  

· Supervisor Globerman announced the following board vacancies: 

Conservation Advisory Council

Historic Preservation Commission

Architectural Review Board

Town Housing Board

      Anyone interested in serving on a board should contact his office or the Town Clerk’s office.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The following Minutes as submitted by the Town Clerk were approved.  Motion was made by Councilman Belcastro, seconded by Councilman Morley.  All voted in favor with the exception of Supervisor Globerman who abstained.


January 18, 2005
Regular Meeting/Worksession

CORRESPONDENCE  (See attached list for correspondence received)

Motion to accept the correspondence was made by Supervisor Globerman, seconded by Councilman Morley.  All voted in favor.

REPORTS
1. Building Inspector’s Monthly Report – January 2005.

2. Planning Board Financial Report – January 2005.

3. Police Department Monthly Report – January 2005.

4. Receiver of Taxes Monthly Report – January 2005.

5. Recreation Department Financial Report – January 2005.

6. Town Clerk’s Monthly Report – January 2005.

7. Supervisor’s Monthly Report – January 2005.

8. Assessor’s Monthly Report – January 2005.

Motion to accept the reports was made by Supervisor Globerman, seconded by Councilman Belcastro.  

All voted in favor.

WORKSESSION

1. Discussion of Caretaker’s Apartment – Highgate/Woodlands
Anthony Micelli, Housing & Development Specialist for Highgate appeared before the Board to discuss including an accessory apartment in the rezoning petition so that a full time caretaker could live in the senior portion of the retirement community. 

The Board agreed to allow Highgate to include the accessory apartment in the petition.
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WORKSESSION (Continued)

2. Discuss Town Funding for Formation of Various Districts
· Candlewood Park in Purdys is in the process of forming a park district; which would allow them to apply for grants to make repairs to the lake.  At this point some engineering work must be done before the petition can be sent to the office of the State Comptroller.

· Peach Lake is in the process of forming a sewer district; which would allow them to apply for grants to build a sewage treatment plant.  At this point some engineering and legal work is needed.

The Board discussed and agreed to fund the above-stated expenses; which would be reimbursed if and when the districts are formed.

3. Discuss Recreation Department Request – Pool Operator
The Board discussed and approved the Superintendent of Recreation’s request for the town to hire a back-up pool operator and pay half of his training; which would be approximately $88.00/yr for a 2-year period.

RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION #47-TO PAY TOWN BILLS
Motion made by Councilman Belcastro

Seconded by Councilman Morley

RESOLVED, that Town Bills totaling $112,257.70 as listed on Abstract #2, Claims 55 through 146 

be audited, approved and ordered paid.

Supervisor Globerman – Aye

 

Councilman Belcastro – Aye


Councilwoman Curtis – Aye


Councilman Lucas – Aye



Councilman Morley – Aye


Resolution adopted.

RESOLUTION #48-TO PAY HIGHWAY BILLS
Motion made by Councilman Belcastro

Seconded by Councilman Morley

RESOLVED, that Highway Bills totaling $156,029.24 as listed on Abstract #2, Claims 16 through 72 

be audited, approved and ordered paid.

Supervisor Globerman – Aye

 

Councilman Belcastro – Aye


Councilwoman Curtis – Aye


Councilman Lucas – Aye



Councilman Morley – Aye


Resolution adopted.

RESOLUTION #49-TO AUTHORIZE RELEASE OF PLANNING BOARD ESCROW ALCOA WIRELESS DBA AFL TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Motion made by Councilman Belcastro

Seconded by Councilman Morley

RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby authorizes the release of the Planning Board escrow for Alcoa Wireless d.b.a. AFL Communications in the amount of one thousand two hundred twelve dollars and thirty-three cents ($1,212.33) per Planning Board Resolution dated January 19, 2005.

Supervisor Globerman – Aye

 

Councilman Belcastro – Aye


Councilwoman Curtis – Aye


Councilman Lucas – Aye



Councilman Morley – Aye


Resolution adopted.
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RESOLUTIONS (Continued)

RESOLUTION #50-TO APPOINT DRIVER FOR HOME DELIVERED MEALS

Motion made by Supervisor Globerman

Seconded by Councilman Belcastro

RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby appoints Richard Blauvelt as back up driver for the Home Delivered Meals at the rate of sixteen dollars ($16.00) per hour plus mileage ($.405/mile).

Supervisor Globerman – Aye

 

Councilman Belcastro – Aye


Councilwoman Curtis – Aye


Councilman Lucas – Aye



Councilman Morley – Aye


Resolution adopted.

RESOLUTION #51-TO AUTHORIZE RECEIVER OF TAXES TO PLACE UNPAID WATER DISTRICT CHARGES ON 2005 STATE, COUNTY AND TOWN TAX BILLS
Motion made by Councilman Belcastro

Seconded by Councilman Morley

RESOLVED, that the North Salem Receiver of Taxes be and hereby is authorized to place unpaid water district charges plus penalties on the annual State, County and Town Tax Bills, and

RESOLVED, that the North Salem Town Board hereby approves action by the Supervisor to notify each delinquent taxpayer by certified mail, return receipt requested, the terms of the resolution.

Supervisor Globerman – Aye

 

Councilman Belcastro – Aye


Councilwoman Curtis – Aye


Councilman Lucas – Aye



Councilman Morley – Aye


Resolution adopted.

RESOLUTION #52-TO AUTHORIZE RECEIVER OF TAXES TO ATTEND 2005 NEW YORK STATE ASSOCIATION OF TOWNS CONFERENCE AND TRAINING CLASS

Motion made by Supervisor Globerman

Seconded by Councilman Belcastro

RESOLVED, that the North Salem Receiver of Taxes be and is hereby authorized to attend and stay overnight at the 2005 Association of Towns Annual Seminar.  The actual and necessary expenses incurred in attending this school/conference, including registration fee, are proper municipal charges under General Municipal Law *77-b.

Supervisor Globerman – Aye

 

Councilman Belcastro – Aye


Councilwoman Curtis – Aye


Councilman Lucas – Aye



Councilman Morley – Aye


Resolution adopted.

RESOLUTION #53-TO AUTHORIZE REFUND OF WETLANDS ESCROW

Motion made by Councilman Morley

Seconded by Councilman Lucas

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of North Salem refund the Wetland Escrow in the amount of two hundred seventy-five dollars ($275.00) to Tracie A. Cronin, 5 Sugar Hill Road, North Salem, NY 10560 for Wetland Application WP2-02.

Supervisor Globerman – Aye

 

Councilman Belcastro – Aye


Councilwoman Curtis – Aye


Councilman Lucas – Aye



Councilman Morley – Aye


Resolution adopted.
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RESOLUTIONS (Continued)

RESOLUTION #54-TO AUTHORIZE HAHN ENGINEERING TO FILE GRANT APPLICATIONS

Motion made by Councilman Belcastro

Seconded by Councilwoman Curtis

RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby authorizes Hahn Engineering to file applications for various grants as directed by the Supervisor at a combined cost not to exceed ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00).

Supervisor Globerman – Aye

 

Councilman Belcastro – Aye


Councilwoman Curtis – Aye


Councilman Lucas – Aye



Councilman Morley – Aye


Resolution adopted.

RESOLUTION #55-TO AUTHORIZE PAYMENTS – DINO & ARTIE’S TRANSMISSION SHOP

Motion made by Supervisor Globerman

Seconded by Councilman Belcastro

RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby authorizes payments per the January 31, 2005 Hahn Engineering letter to Columbus Construction Corp. in the amount of forty-eight thousand seven hundred forty-eight dollars and nine cents ($48,748.09) and Brookside Environmental, Inc. in the amount of forty thousand four hundred twenty-nine dollars and forty-four cents ($40,429.44).

Supervisor Globerman – Aye

 

Councilman Belcastro – Aye


Councilwoman Curtis – Aye


Councilman Lucas – Aye



Councilman Morley – Aye


Resolution adopted.

Due to the number of large projects proposed in the Town the Board briefly discussed hiring AKRF Environmental and Planning Consultants to provide the Town of North Salem with planning and environmental review services for the Orchard Hill Conference Center and Golf Club.  

The following resolution was then offered:

RESOLUTION #56-AUTHORIZE SUPERVISOR TO ACCEPT AKRF PROPOSAL

Motion made by Supervisor Globerman

Seconded by Councilman Lucas

RESOLVED, that the Supervisor be authorized to execute the acceptance of the AKRF proposal dated 2/7/05 to provide special planning and environmental review services in relations to the proposed Orchard Hill Conference Center and Golf Course.

Supervisor Globerman – Aye

 

Councilman Belcastro – Aye


Councilwoman Curtis – Abstained


Councilman Lucas – Aye



Councilman Morley – Aye


Resolution adopted.

COMMENTS

· Helen Powers asked what the salary was going to be for AKRF.  

Supervisor Globerman explained that the Town would not be paying them.  He explained that they would be paid on an hourly basis by the applicant (Orchard Hill). 

Ms. Powers asked why out of the four major projects AKRF was hired for Orchard Hill.  Supervisor Globerman explained that it was a question of pulling one project out and lightening the load a little bit for the Town Planner and he picked Orchard Hill.  A brief discussion followed. 
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COMMENTS (continued)

· Ms. Powers asked what the status on the traffic lights in Purdys was.  

Supervisor Globerman said that unfortunately they knew a month ago that we could not avoid the traffic

lights.  He explained that he called a meeting last week with the NYS DOT and representatives from Congresswoman Sue Kelly’s office and Senator Liebell’s office.  

The major issue with the traffic lights is how will the traffic from Titicus Road and Titicus River Road be able to feed onto Route 22 especially going southbound during the morning rush hour.  He said he told the DOT that rather than solving the problem there they created a worse problem with the lights.  He said he told them they could not active the traffic lights until they come back to our town and tell us what they are going to do to solve that problem.  A brief discussion followed.

There being no further business and all those wishing to be heard having been heard, the meeting adjourned into Executive Session at 8:45 P.M.  Motion was made by Supervisor Globerman, seconded by Councilman Belcastro.  All voted in favor.

The meeting reconvened after Executive Session at which time the following resolution was offered:

RESOLUTION #57-TO RE-APPOINT CONSERVATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MEMBER

Motion made by  Supervisor Globerman

Seconded by Councilman Belcastro

RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby re-appoint Brian Bartsch to the Conservation Advisory Committee for a term to expire on October 31, 2006.

Supervisor Globerman – Aye

 

Councilman Belcastro – Aye


Councilwoman Curtis – Aye


Councilman Lucas – Aye



Councilman Morley – Aye


Resolution adopted.








_____________________________

S E A L





 
      Veronica Howley






 
  
                       Town Clerk

