TOWN BOARD – TOWN OF NORTH SALEM

Public Hearing 

August 10, 2004

Re: To Amend Chapter 230 of the Code of the Town of North Salem Entitled “Water” and 

       Specifically Section 230.45 Entitled “Water Rates”, Subparagraph A Regarding the 

       Sunset Ridge Water District 

PRESENT:

Supervisor:
Sy Globerman



          Councilman:
Thomas Belcastro



     Councilwoman:
Cynthia Curtis



          Councilman:
Christopher Morley

  
                      Town Clerk:
Veronica Howley

                       Attorney for Town:
Roland Baroni

ABSENT:
         Councilman:
Warren Lucas

OTHERS PRESENT:  Attached List

Supervisor Globerman called the Public Hearing to order at 8:10 P.M.

The Notice of Public Hearing appeared in the July 24, 2004 issue of The Journal News and was read by the Supervisor.  

Supervisor Globerman said the proposed new rate is $0.50 per 1,000 gallons on the first 100,000 gallons per year and $1.50 per 1,000 gallons on the next 100,000 gallons per year and $2.20 per 1,000 gallons thereafter.

Councilwoman Curtis said Sy, did you send a notice to all the members in the water district?

Supervisor Globerman said to the people in the water district? 

Councilwoman Curtis said yes.

Supervisor Globerman said no.

Councilwoman Curtis said I would like to state my concerns again.  When I asked why we were doing this you explained that there were two purposes.  One was the timing of the bills.  People were distressed because last year they went out rather late and sort of got mixed in with the pre-holiday expenses.  And the second item was to shift some of the burden back to the April tax bills because when the items are on the April tax bills you might be able to take them as a deduction of property taxes.  

She said I had a concern about the way this has been structured because I think it is in the best interest of the people to make this as simple to them as possible and be as fair as possible and the fairness comes in making sure people are paying for the water as they use it on a fair and equal basis but what happens when you use these rates is you have about $50,000-$55,000 budget and you have about $15,000 being charged as water rates and you have the remaining $35,000 shifted back to the assessed valuation and that is going to make it very confusing for people because then they will have to calculate what portion of that is eligible for deductions when they are filling out their Federal tax returns.  So, I think we should do what was suggested a long time ago from the town attorney and that is to put in that category that is what gets shifted back to the assessed valuation only that part of the charges that qualify for a deduction and put the rest of it into the rate charges which would be flipping the numbers.  It is more like $15,000 qualifies and $35,000 does not.  So, I agree with this in principal I just think we have to recalculate the numbers so that it doesn’t cause more confusion for people or mislead them into thinking that all of their April bill now qualifies.
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Supervisor Globerman said the information that we got from the IRS does not separate capital costs from operating and maintenance costs.  It says, and this is the document from the IRS that says it’s deductible if it is based on the assessed value of the real property and the taxing authority charges a uniform rate on all properties in its jurisdiction and that’s all that it says. 

Councilwoman Curtis said no.  If you continue three more pages in on Form 530.  Publication 530 “Acceptance for Local Benefits”.  You know these tax laws are like all laws Sy, you can’t just read one section you have to read the whole thing because there are always parts and pieces to it.  Under the acceptance for local benefits, “you cannot deduct amounts you pay for local benefits that tend to increase the value of your property.  Local benefits include the construction of streets, sidewalks or water and sewer systems.  You must add these amounts to the basis of your property.  You can however deduct assessments or taxes for local benefits if they are maintenance, repair or interest charges related to those benefits.”  

Supervisor Globerman said then each tax person has to make their own determination because I am for keeping it exactly the way it is.

Councilwoman Curtis said Sy, but we are the ones who understand the budget and it’s very easy to split the budget into the amount that’s maintenance and repair and interest and the balance of it.

Supervisor Globerman said I am not doing that.  We discussed this for months and months and I am not for doing that.  If people feel that they need further information on how to declare it on their taxes they can get information as to what the operation and maintenance costs are and what the capitalization costs are.

Councilwoman Curtis said then why did you chose to split it the way you did?  It’s not based on anything that I can understand.

Supervisor Globerman said because that’s the way the people wanted it.  It use to be that they paid 90% on their assessed valuation and only 10% on their water charges and now they’re paying about 70% on their assessed valuation and 30% on their water charges and now you want to unbalance that formula even further than what historically it has been and I am not for doing that.

Councilwoman Curtis said Sy, I am not trying to unbalance it.  Look if it is a matter of timing the bills, we control when the bills go out.  

Supervisor Globerman said I don’t care when the bills go out.  The gentleman who sent me a letter I just got today said I was shocked when I got an $800.00 water charge bill, please put it back in the assessed valuation where it used to be.

Councilwoman Curtis but you have not communicated to these people that by doing that it is now just deducted, the whole amount.

Supervisor Globerman said they can do that with they are tax people.  They can take it up with their own tax people.

Councilwoman Curtis said Sy, it’s very misleading.  Your inference is that we’re splitting the numbers for a specific reason, and we’ve come up with a number that makes no sense.

Supervisor Globerman said but Cynthia, when it use to be 90% and only 10% water charges you never said it was misleading and we only did that about 5 years ago.

Councilwoman Curtis said we all agreed.

Supervisor Globerman said no, we didn’t all agree on anything.

Councilwoman Curtis said we all agreed it would be in the best interest to change it, to shift it to the water usage rate so that the people who were using it paid for what they used.
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Supervisor Globerman said only to the extent that the commercial businesses in the district paid a fair share, only to that extent.

Councilwoman Curtis said and at the same time we got the advice of the town attorney.

Supervisor Globerman said but you never complained when we were going to cut the percent    on water charges and 90% of assessed valuation and it has been that way for years and you never said anything.

Councilwoman Curtis said back to my memos when I wrote to convert this into the code I put it in writing that we should address this.  I put it in writing like 3 years in a row, the Town Board should address the water rate.  Nobody did it.  We finally did it.

Supervisor Globerman said I am for leaving it exactly the way it is.

Councilwoman Curtis said well we are misleading them.

Supervisor Globerman said well, I don’t believe that.  They have accountants who can inform them and if they need the information breakdown it would be up to my office.

Councilwoman Curtis said how does everybody else feel?

Councilman Morley said our accountant said we shouldn’t get involved in the whole issue as to what is deductible and what is not deductible.

Councilwoman Curtis said we have one letter on record.  Of ninety people in the district we have one letter on record, he is specifically said I want to shift it back so I can deduct it.  So I would be very careful.

Supervisor Globerman said he doesn’t say he wants to deduct.  He said he did not want to get an $800 water charge bill that’s what he said.  He didn’t talk about taxation at all.

Supervisor Globerman said if there is nothing from anyone else I will close the public hearing.

There being no further comments the public hearing on the amendment to Chapter 230 of the Code of the Town Salem entitled “Water” was declared closed at 8:20 P.M.






_____________________________

S E A L





  Veronica E. Howley







 
          Town Clerk

Regular Meeting/Worksession

August 10, 2004

PRESENT:

  Supervisor:
Sy Globerman



            Councilman:
Thomas Belcastro



       Councilwoman:
Cynthia Curtis



            Councilman:
Warren Lucas


            Councilman:
Christopher Morley                      

                        Town Clerk:
Veronica Howley

             Attorney for Town:
Roland Baroni 

ABSENT:
           Councilman:
Warren Lucas

OTHERS PRESENT:  Director of Planning Liz Axelson & Hilary Smith (MDRA)




   Attached List

The regular meeting was called to order by Supervisor Globerman at 8:20 P.M.   A public hearing Re: Amendment to Chapter 230 of the Code of the Town of North Salem Entitled “Water and Specifically Section 230.45 Entitled “Water Rates”, Subparagraph A Regarding the Sunset Ridge Water District was held prior to the regular meeting.

WORKSESSION

1. Orchard Hill – Review and Discussion of Draft Scoping Outline
Transcript Attached

Supervisor Globerman called for a brief recess at 10:40 P.M.  The meeting reconvened at 

10:55 P.M.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

· Supervisor Globerman said Councilman Lucas is not here this evening because there was a death in his family and he is out of state.

· Supervisor Globerman said he attended the Northern Westchester Watershed Committee Meeting today and updated everyone on the status of the New York City Department of Environmental Protection East of Hudson Funds.  

He explained that under the 1996 Watershed Agreement Westchester County received $38M; which with interest has accumulated to $53.7M.  Under the Agreement each of the 12 member towns was apportioned a $312,500.00 match for local projects and another $3.75M was to be set aside for Watershed wide projects within the Northern Watershed boundaries.  

He explained that the money has not been distributed to the towns yet because of difficulties with Phase I and Phase II.  He said the Committee has been trying to break the deadlock so the towns can receive the money.  The County Government was at the meeting today and asked if they could use the $3.75M for Watershed wide projects (stormwater studies and design on the roadwork) which they will be doing throughout the northern part of the County over the next couple of years.  

Supervisor Globerman said he saw that as a very good way to break lose the $3.75M and get the $312,000.00 for our Town and proposed a resolution, which was passed unanimously by the nine members who were present.  It still has to work its way through the County Legislature Committee but he is hopeful that the towns will receive the money soon.
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The following Minutes as submitted by the Town Clerk were approved.  Motion was made by Supervisor Globerman, seconded by Councilman Belcastro.  All voted in favor.

July 20, 2004 – Regular Meeting/Worksession


July 27, 2004 – Regular Meeting/Worksession 

CORRESPONDENCE  (See attached list for correspondence received)

Motion to accept the correspondence was made by Supervisor Globerman, seconded by Councilman Belcastro.  All voted in favor.

REPORTS
1. Building Inspector’s Monthly Report – July 2004.

2. Planning Board Financial Report – July 2004.

3. Police Department Monthly Report – July 2004.

4. Receiver of Taxes Monthly Report – July 2004.

5. Recreation Department Financial Report – July 2004.

6.
Town Clerk’s Monthly Report – July 2004.

7.       Supervisor’s Monthly Report – July 2004.

8.       Assessor’s Monthly Report – July 2004.

Motion to accept the reports was made by Supervisor Globerman, seconded by Councilwoman Curtis.  All voted in favor.

RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION #187-TO APPROVE BUDGET TRANSFER(S)

Motion made by Councilman Belcastro



Seconded by Councilwoman Curtis

RESOLVED, that the following transfer(s) is hereby approved:

FROM




TO
A1990.4 Cont.  $14,363.00


A1320.4 Auditor-cont. $150







A1620.2 Bldg&Gr. – Equip $370







A1010.45 TB-Lobdell Renov. $3,024







A1620.43 Bldg&Gr-Safety Inspec $200







A5650.4 Off. St. Park-Main $258







A7310.43 Sum. Prog. Mt.Lakes Maint $6,256







A7310.4 Sum. Prog. Maint $822







A7310.11 Sum. Prog. Sal-Other $2,549







A8910.4 Housing-Equip. $38







A9068.85 Employ Bene-Insur,Dental $696

Supervisor Globerman – Aye

 

Councilman Belcastro – Aye


Councilwoman Curtis – Aye


Councilman Lucas – Absent



Councilman Morley – Aye


Resolution adopted.
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RESOLUTIONS (Continued)

RESOLUTION #188-TO PAY TOWN BILLS
Motion made by Councilman Belcastro

Seconded by Councilwoman Curtis

RESOLVED, that Town Bills totaling $119,342.18 as listed on abstract #8, Claims 681 through 782 be audited, approved and ordered paid.

Supervisor Globerman – Aye

 

Councilman Belcastro – Aye


Councilwoman Curtis – Aye


Councilman Lucas – Absent



Councilman Morley – Aye


Resolution adopted.

RESOLUTION #189-TO PAY HIGHWAY BILLS

Motion made by Councilman Belcastro

Seconded by Councilman Morley

RESOLVED, that Highway Bills totaling $14,547.27 as listed on Abstract #8, Claims 276 through 299 be audited, approved and ordered paid.

Supervisor Globerman – Aye

 

Councilman Belcastro – Aye


Councilwoman Curtis – Aye


Councilman Lucas – Absent



Councilman Morley – Aye


Resolution adopted.

RESOLUTION #190-TO APPOINT RECREATION STAFF
Motion made by Supervisor Globerman

Seconded by Councilman Belcastro

RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby appoints Jeffery Redding and Bradford Banks to the Day Camp staff at $6.00 per hour.

Supervisor Globerman – Aye

 

Councilman Belcastro – Aye


Councilwoman Curtis – Aye


Councilman Lucas – Absent



Councilman Morley – Aye


Resolution adopted.

RESOLUTION #191-TO AUTHORIZE PAYMENT – CAETANO SOCCER SCHOOL
Motion made by Councilman Morley

Seconded by Councilman Belcastro

RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby authorizes payment to Caetano Soccer School in the amount of three thousand sixty-nine dollars ($3,069.00) per voucher dated August 9, 2004.

Supervisor Globerman – Aye

 

Councilman Belcastro – Aye


Councilwoman Curtis – Aye


Councilman Lucas – Absent



Councilman Morley – Aye


Resolution adopted.
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RESOLUTIONS (Continued)

RESOLUTION #192-TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION

Motion made by Supervisor Globerman

Seconded by Councilman Belcastro

RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby go into Executive Session to discuss personnel (Assessment Clerk & Highway) and Contractual (Volunteers Park).

Supervisor Globerman – Aye

 

Councilman Belcastro – Aye


Councilwoman Curtis – Aye


Councilman Lucas – Absent



Councilman Morley – Aye


Resolution adopted.

There being no further business and all those wishing to be heard having been heard, the meeting was adjourned into executive session at 11:05 P.M.  Motion was made by Supervisor Globerman, seconded by Councilman Belcastro.  All voted in favor.






_____________________________________

S E A L


 

 
    Veronica Howley

 


 
  
                                Town Clerk

