North Salem Planning Board Minutes 
September 21, 2005

7:30 PM – Annex

PRESENT:

Charles Gardner, Chairman




Robert Tompkins, Board Member




Gary Jacobi, Board Member

Liz Axelson, Director of Planning




Bernard Sweeney, Board Member




Peter Nardone, Board Member

ABSENT:

Roland Baroni, Town Attorney (not required to attend)

ATTENDANTS:
Fox-Mills:



Hilary & Philip Fox-Mills



Peach Lake Commons:

Walter Hutchins
Chairman, Charles Gardner calls the September 21, 2005 North Salem Planning Board Meeting to order.
The Agenda was amended in order to take off the Ivanhoe Subdivision, as No. 2.

WORK SESSION:

1.
Fox-Mills:


Mr. & Mrs. Philip Fox-Mills

Discussion of Planning Board Site Visit, and Reclamation.

Charles states that the site is pretty, with a lot of rock.  Some of the trees had fallen over, and some appeared to be dead.  The trees appeared to be Ash and Maple.  Charles states that there is a lot of open space under the trees, where grass has started to grow.  Mrs. Fox-Mills confirms that the trees were taken down last September. Charles states that his concern is the significant change to the environment, but it is not a detrimental change.  There is a discussion about remedial planting to be done.  Taking the trees down opened up the woodland edge.  Charles states that there are tall thin trees that have been exposed and may fall, without having the other trees to lean against.  There is a discussion about planting around the perimeter of the site.  There is a suggestion for the Applicant to speak with their landscaper to obtain planting suggestions.  Charles suggests planting similar trees to the trees which were taken down, such as Maples, and Oaks, as well as planting Dogwoods, Hemlocks, and Amelanchier.  Charles states that an Ash Tree on the site is dying.  The Board agrees that the vegetation and grass surrounding the site looks nice.  Bernard agrees that the area should be kept natural and planting around the boarder makes sense.  Mr. Fox-Mills states that they thought about planting an orchard or a meadow.  Mr. Fox-Mills states that they have no intention of planting a Japanese Garden.  Peter asks Mr. & Mrs. Fox-Mills how many trees they were going to plant.  They are not sure, and will speak with their landscaper.  It is not their intent to plant mature trees.  Robert talks about the moisture around the pool with rotten wood that may be eliminated due to the trees being taken down, and that more sun is now in the pool area.  Mr. Fox-Mills would like to know who they should speak with before taking down the dead Ash Tree.  Liz suggests that Mr. Fox-Mills call Bruce Thompson before having the tree taken down.  Charles suggests that Mr. & Mrs. Fox-Mills consult with their landscaper and come up with a Plan.  Charles does not suggest the planting of tiny saplings.  Charles would like to see a variety.  Liz advises that eleven sets of revised plans will be required.  Liz advises Mr. & Mrs. Fox-Mills to review the Tree Removal Code to see what should be shown in the revised Plans.  The Board agrees that it is not necessary for the revised Plan to show the individual trees that were removed.  There is a suggestion to circle an area on the revised Plan which shows where the trees were taken down, using notation, and show where and what trees will be planted.  Charles states that there may be a problem with the trees being planted in the exact locations proposed, as the landscaper may run into complications with rocks, which may cause a tree to be located in a slightly different spot.
REGULAR MEETING:

2.
Peach Lake Commons:


Walter Hutchins
Discussion of landscaping comments.

There is a discussion about Peter Kamenstein taking a lot of time to make his comments about the proposed landscaping.  There is a discussion about increasing the density of the plantings along the perimeter near the road to screen the lot.  Walter Hutchins states that he has no issues with the suggestions from Peter Kamenstein.  He confirms with Liz that the deadline date for the October 5, 2005 meeting was today.  Liz states that the consultants have reviewed the plans so many times.  Liz suggests a revised set of plans showing the plantings by Friday or Monday in order for Hilary to review in time for the October 5, 2005 meeting.  Charles points out an area near Peach Lake Market where the septic is located.  There is a recommendation to not plant large trees there.  Walter Hutchins states that there are small Maple Trees in the area near the septic.  Liz states that she will speak with someone at Bibbo about the possibility of them mailing directly to Hilary in order to save review time.
3.
Next Meetings:

· Regular Meeting – October 5, 2005 
· Work Session – October 19, 2005
4.
Resolution:

Chairman motions to Adjourn the Planning Board Meeting.  Robert Tompkins seconds.  All in favor.  No opposed.
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