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Peter Nardone, Board Member




Robert Tompkins, Board Member
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ABSENT:

Peter Nardone, Board Member
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ATTENDANTS:
Verizon-Naumburg:


Seth Mandelbaum, Esq.



Greenway Compact Local Law:
Tracey Corbitt, Westchester County Planning








Dept.

Chairman, Charles Gardner, calls the March 16, 2005, North Salem Planning Board Meeting to order.

REGULAR MEETING:

1.
Verizon-Naumburg:


Seth Mandelbaum, Esq.

Consider Draft Resolution of Approval of Field Change Approval (With Conditions).

Seth Mandelbaum, Esq. is here tonight representing the Applicant.  Liz goes over the Draft Resolution with the Board, and states that she will edit Page 1 to remove Condition 1, as it has been addressed.  Charles asks Mr. Mandelbaum for a brief update.  Mr. Mandelbaum states that the site has been constructed.  The original plan was to bring the utilities all the way to an existing utility pole on Delancy Road.  NYSEG indicated that the pole would not support the additional connections.  One new utility pole will need to be added.  Bruce Thompson spoke with Chairman Gardner about this.  Bruce Thompson has inspected the site and advised the Applicant to go back to the Planning Board for review and Field Change Approval.  Liz states that a Site Plan Amendment is not required.
Chairman motions that the Planning Board Adopt the Draft Resolution of Approval of Field Change Approval (With Conditions) for Verizon-Naumburg.  Gary Jacobi seconds.  All in favor.  No opposed.

2.
Greenway Compact Local Law:

Consideration of Referral from Town Board; Discussion of Greenway Compact and Policies; and Consider Recommendation to Town Board.

Tracey Corbitt, Planner for the Westchester County Planning Department is here tonight to discuss The Westchester County Greenway Compact Plan “The Greenprint”.  Charles states that we discussed this topic at our last Planning Board Meeting.  Charles is interested in finding out what the intent and purpose of the Greenway Compact Local Law is.  Charles would like to know what the Town commitment would be, as well as whether or not there would be a dilemma for the Town if they decided to back out.  
Ms. Corbitt states that she is the County liaison to the Hudson River Valley Greenway.  Ms. Corbitt states that she worked on the Croton Plan.  Ms. Corbitt reviews application referrals that are sent to the County Planning Department through the lead agency process.  Ms. Corbitt states that the commitment on North Salem if they were to become a Compact Community, as part of the Resolution, would be to consider the Greenway Compact Local Law. At any time you have the ability to opt out.  To date, no one has chosen to opt out.  Over ten years ago the Greenway began with the Compact Plan.  We could have taken an approach with a more significant plan which included more ideas, concepts and policies.  We chose to not do that.  We decided to take the approach to deliver information.  There are approximately 700 pages of ordinances.  We look at the Greenway as an opportunity for communities within Westchester to share information and resources.  The policies are the same.  The plan opens up an avenue for municipalities to quality for incentives and grants.  This plan has possibilities for the creation of a sub-plan.  If North Salem were to join up with other communities, such as the other watershed communities, you could go through the EIS process.  The historic river towns in Westchester have created a sub-plan.  
Liz talks about two letters, one from Jim Benson at DEP which Liz read and became alarmed.  Liz states a concern about Mr. Benson expressing the need for streamlined environmental reviews.  Liz states that we don’t do that in North Salem.  Liz also refers to the letter from Hudson Valley Greenway expressing their view about not always having streamlined environmental reviews.  Ms. Corbitt states that North Salem is not required to create a sub-plan.  Charles states that this seems like a win-win situation.  Ms. Corbitt talks about other towns to the North where they may not have as much local control.  

Charles asks Ms. Corbitt if other counties such as Putnam County have a similar type of program.  Ms. Corbitt states that Dutchess County is the first County to become a Compact Community.  Ms. Corbitt states that a program like this takes staff, time and money to undertake.  Ms. Corbitt advises the Board to go through the CD to see that there are numerous resources available.  Every report is in one spot and much more accessible.  Ms. Corbitt states that the County does not receive anything back for this.  Ms. Corbitt states that it is easy for towns to sign up.
Charles asks Ms. Corbitt if it is her perspective down the line to create an enforcement type of body.  Charles talks about DEP doing something similar in relation to funding, and then towns were locked in.  Charles would not like to see that happen.  Ms. Corbitt states that the Greenway’s point is to encourage environmental protection, tourism, and agricultural business, as well as promoting the Hudson River Valley as they did in the Napa Valley.  One of their goals is to maintain the character of the area and beautify the vision of the valley.  Charles asks Ms. Corbitt if the Greenway goes North of Albany.  Ms. Corbitt states that is as far as it goes.  Ms. Corbitt states that there are scenic bi-ways and roads.  Ms. Corbitt discusses Routes 9 and 9A.  Route 22 is discussed.  Ms. Corbitt states that there is significant historic coordination along Route 22.

Bernard asks who is funding all of this.  Ms. Corbitt states that the Greenway started with funding from a settlement from the Hudson River Valley with General Electric.  There are different types of funding.  It is a State program.  The County used in-kind services to prepare this document.  Ms. Corbitt states that the County is very close to the 25% needed.  Ms. Corbitt states that the County is in discussions with Yorktown.  Yonkers has expressed an interest.  Bernard talks about the second paragraph on Page 8 in the greenway document, in which it refers to “sole discretion from adopting a local law at a later date for the purpose of withdrawing from the Westchester County  Greenway Compact Plan”.  Bernard would like to know what this means.  Ms. Corbitt states that if North Salem were to become a Compact Community you would have to amend the Town Code and Subdivision Regulations and to get out of it you would amend again.  Gary asks if this is a Town Board issue or a Planning Board issue.  Liz states that it is a Town Board issue.  Because this would consider changes to the zoning and subdivision regulations, the Town Board has referred it to the Planning Board for their recommendation.  Bernard asks how this would change the zoning.  Liz states that it would add to the purposes.  
Bernard confirms that the booklet the Board is looking at tonight was adopted and approved in June, 2004.  Bernard states that he does not believe in a free lunch.  Bernard is concerned about Home Rule.  There is a discussion about Home Rule.  Liz states that is not a free lunch from its origin.  Bernard states that is why he inquired about who was funding it.  Bernard talks about North Salem being ostracized if they do not go along with this.  Ms. Corbitt states that there are other areas that do not have the historic road protection that North Salem has. This program will provide an opportunity to educate towns in other areas.  Ms. Corbitt states that the Greenway works a lot with other coordinated agencies.  

Charles asks what the projected timeframe is for the other counties to join.  Ms. Corbitt states that Rockland is moving ahead, and Putnam is looking at it.  It is not a fire that needs to be put out, but a plan that we feel is important.  Ms. Corbitt talks about Putnam County feeling the affects of being close to the City.  Ms. Corbitt states that tourism and agriculture is a positive thing for the valley.  

Bernard refers to the last paragraph on Page 9 in the Greenway document, in which it refers to “Compact Communities are provided protection from lawsuits brought against communities because of the acquisition of land or the adoption of local land use regulations consistent with a regional Greenway Plan”.  Bernard would like to know what this means.  Ms. Corbitt states that Elliott Spitzer’s office will protect you if there is a lawsuit if it is consistent with the regional plan.  Charles states that if the Town purchased land based on the Greenway principles and someone else turned around and sued the Town, the Town would receive support.  Liz refers to changes in zoning if someone were to come forth with a lawsuit.  Bernard talks about the hearing at the High School about the proposed golf course/conference center.  Bernard states that people from Putnam, as well as all over Westchester were there.  Riverkeeper is discussed.  Ms. Corbitt states that Riverkeeper is not part of the plan.

Liz states that the Board should vote to consider whether or not they want to make a Positive Recommendation to the Town Board.  The Board would like their specific concerns listed in the referral, such as the possible effects on Home Rule, as well as other groups ostracizing North Salem if they were to opt out.  Liz will draft a memo and e-mail it to members of the Board for their review.
Charles confirms with Ms. Corbitt that this document has been sent out to every community in Westchester.  Liz states that she came upon the document on the internet looking for planning goals and objectives as far as economic development.  

Chairman motions that the Planning Board Make a Positive Recommendation to the Town Board for the Greenway Compact Local Law Proposal, Which Includes the Planning Board Specific Conerns.  Gary Jacobi seconds.  All in favor.  No opposed.

3.
Next Meetings:

· Regular Meeting – April 6, 2005
· Work Session – April 20, 2005
4.
Resolution:

Chairman motions to adjourn the Planning Board Meeting.  Gary Jacobi seconds.  All in favor.  No opposed.
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