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Chairman, Charles Gardner, calls the June 18, 2003, North Salem Planning Board Meeting/Joint Work Session to order.

Planning Board Work Session:

1.
Update from Liz of Ongoing Planning Department Projects.

Liz states that the Land Disturbance Law is at a point where it can possibly be referred to the Town Board.  

She has also been working for the last several weeks on putting together a project so that we can submit an application for funds.  This is the East of Hudson Water Quality Improvement Fund.  That project involves a mapping system where the Highway Garage would use GPS information and GIS information, that we obtained through the sharing agreement.  Weiler Mapping has put that together.  The Highway Department will be able to map all of the storm water improvements on a system so that they could update it periodically.  The other part of the project is that there are some problem areas in terms of stormwater runoff throughout the Town.  Drew, Roger and I went on a site visit to see six different areas that need upgrades because of washouts, stream banks, and erosion.  We are going to put together an estimate and work on a proposal to put in an application for funds.  

Liz would like to put together a Referral Letter to the Town Board for the Draft Comprehensive Plan, which we had spoken about doing several months ago.  Gary asks if there have been any revisions.  Liz has not rewritten it yet.  She would like to start rewriting it.  But the Planning Board could refer it to the Town Board with recommendations in its current form.

The Site Development Plan Amendment is on for a Public Hearing on July 8th with the Town Board.  Liz does not know if they will continue the Hearing or not.

There is stormwater planning going on related to the states phase 2 stormwater requirements.

Joint Work Session:

2.
Sabrina Chiarney from the Westchester County Planning Department is here tonight to give a presentation of the Croton Watershed Plan to Members of the Town Board, Zoning Board of Appeals, Open Space Committee, and Conservation Advisory Council.

There is a discussion about the task force individuals from North Salem.  Liz confirms with Sabrina that impervious surfaces include parking.  Peter Kamenstein asks Sabrina to mail him a copy of the Plan.  Sabrina states that two color copies were sent to the Town.  Liz has one colored copy.  Ronnie may have the other. Liz asks Sabrina to mail her one more copy to put in the Conference Room at Delancey Hall for review.  Warren asks Sabrina if this information is on a computer disc.  Sabrina responds that the information is sensitive and the data would be too large to put on a disk.  There would be an issue with the clarity of the mapping shown.

A copy of the Power Point Presentation may be obtained by going into the Westchestergov.com web site.  A copy is also attached to the minutes.

Comments from Board Members on the Plan should be passed through Liz Axelson.

Regular Meeting:

3.
North Salem Free Library:  


Raul Lopez, General Administrator


Consideration of Approval of Field Changes

Raul Lopez is here tonight to discuss a Field Change at the owners request for alterations from the approved Site Development Plans dated 11/09/01.  The first drawing is LSP.1a, revision date 5/29/02, to remove two trees, retain a 6” crabapple tree, and removal of a brick walk.  The second is drawing L.1, revision date 5/29/02, to replace brick paving with embossed concrete paving, replace granite curbs and integral concrete curbs at islands and front entrance, delete stone sitting walls at front planting area, delete concrete planters, delete bike racks, add sitting walls near patio, and delete two benches.  There is a discussion as to whether a wall is cheaper than benches. The third is drawing l.1, revision date 5/29/02, regarding the parking lot.  There is a discussion about leaving the West end of the parking lot as grass.  Liz talks about them avoiding going through the Site Plan Amendment process. There is a process in the zoning that allows for a Field Change.  It involves writing a letter and making notations on the plans.  

Liz does not have an issue with any of these changes, except for the possibility of losing parking spaces.  Charles did have an idea as to how to approach that.  Liz is concerned about the surface not being paved. The issue with parking is that when the plans were approved, part of the decision involved a reduction in parking requirement. Thirty-nine spaces were required, we allowed thirty-one spaces.  We can’t really approve the Field Change to delete those spaces because it does not comply with zoning.  They would have to get a variance.  Liz is concerned about losing those parking spaces for the whole complex.  Charles mentioned a gravel surface or a surface that looks like grass.  They make a surface out of plastic rings that would be very stable.  Peter Kamenstein believes 

they would prefer it not be concrete or gravel.  Liz states that in the process the consultant and Board raised the issue about not having the parking area reconfigured.  During those discussions, we were told that the neighbor did not mind.  Peter Kamenstein states that the neighbor does not mind.  In reality when you go down there, it does impact more than we imagined from a piece of paper.  Rarely does our lot become filled up even when we have our author series.  I do not see the point of over paving.  

Liz is fine with this, as long as we don’t lose spaces.  Peter Kamenstein states that people always parked on the grass.  It never bothered the grass. Peter Kamenstein states that his preference would be to keep it as grass.  The Town has committed to paving the lot.  We just do not have those types of funds.  Liz asked Peter if the Town is willing to pave it, if that would be an option.  Peter feels that it would be a mistake, even if the Town will do it.  It is not necessary.  Charles talks about other applications when parking spaces are put in reserve.  They are not installed initially.  If there is a demand for the parking, then it could be done.  It is called land banking.  If we were able to land bank, it could be used for parking if need be. Peter states that they understand if it needs to be done, if it gets that much traffic.  There is a discussion about only certain times when the lot is full.  Liz will look at the idea in putting spaces in reserve.  Initially it will be grass. Charles states that it could be documented.  It can only be used for parking.  Peter is in 100% agreement. 

Liz states that the only other issue is that the rest of the lot should be paved.  Liz states that can be deferred until the end of the year.  Amy Rosmarin has a question regarding the necessity of paving the parking lot.  Mr. Lopez states that there are life safety issues, as well as handicapped individuals being able to use wheelchairs safely.  Charles states that the stormwater management system that has been installed was designed for pavement.  Liz states we are talking about paving everything except the reserved spaces.  Liz states that we are trying to work through this without putting the Library through another Site Plan Amendment.  On a Field Change we can say that paving has been deferred.  Charles states that they really need to look at it as being paved.  Plowing is discussed.  

Suzanna Glidden talks about pervious asphalt.  She has an article that she would like to pass on to the Board. Charles states that he knows all about it.  Liz asks Suzanna to forward a copy to her.  Charles states that all asphalt is pervious.  It is good on major highways.  In walking areas it is not very attractive looking.

Mr. Lopez states that they did make structural changes to the building, which dealt with roof changes that have been discussed.  Liz will work up a Resolution.  She will work with Mr. Lopez.  We may put them on the July 9th Agenda.  

Planning Board Work Session:

4.
Discussion of Proposed Land Disturbance Law

Liz asks the Planning Board if they need copies of the latest draft, and states that they discussed this last in November, 2002. Charles asks Liz if there are any major changes.  Liz states that she has bolded the most recent changes.  On Page 4, the definition of brush was enhanced.  Liz spoke with Joe Bridges about the threshold given.  On Page 5, the definition of farming operation was changed, based on comments.  The exemptions are discussed as far as existing farms being exempt.  The intention was to be inclusive because existing farming operations are exempt.  That definition will be changed.  Riding academies will be excluded.  These two definitions will be identical.  There is a change on Page 5.  John, Bruce and myself thought that slashing was so dramatic.  We changed to language to removal of trees instead of slashing of trees.  There is a clarification on Page 7.  That is the section about what is exempt.  Item C was clarified.  On Page 8, Item 3, the last line will be changed to clearing 

or grubbing.  After having conversations with Bruce and John, Liz will be making additional changes after Page 8, adding an Item 9, regarding proposed planting, reseeding, soil stabilization, sedimentation and erosion control measures and other proposed measures for site remediation.  The other items will be renumbered.  Page 9, Item 2 talks about the Town Engineer seeking advice from the Building Inspector and Conservation Advisory Council. Page 12 will be changed at the top regarding standards to be changed.  Page 13 will have more language about standards of development. Tree removal has been added.  Page 17 lists a slashing removal correction.  Gary states that he likes the draft. Liz will prepare a draft letter to the Town Board for Charles to take a look at to forward over with the Proposed Land Disturbance Law.

Regular Meeting:

5.
Referral of Proposed Land Disturbance Law to the Town Board

Chairman motions that the Planning Board Refer the Proposed Land Disturbance Law dated 5/14/03 to the Town Board.  Gary Jacobi seconds.  All in favor.  No opposed.

6.
Resolution:

Chairman motions to adjourn the Planning Board Meeting.  Gary Jacobi seconds.  All in favor.  No opposed.  Meeting is adjourned.
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