North Salem Planning Board Minutes

January 16, 2002

8:00 PM – Annex

PRESENT:

Stephen J. Bobolia, Chairman 

Charles Gardner, Deputy

Jonathan Rose, Board Member 




Gary Jacobi, Board Member

Peter Nardone, Board Member

Liz Axelson, Director of Planning

ABSENT:

Roland Baroni, Town Attorney (not required to attend)

ATTENDANTS:
Rohna McKenna:

CAC 




Chairman calls the January 16, 2002 North Salem Planning Board Work Session to order.

WORK SESSION:

1.
Comprehensive Plan – Text and Concept Map

Steve asks the Board to take a look at the concept map that Liz has prepared.  The group takes a look at the map.  Liz walks them through it, including the proposed AgB districts.  Liz mentions that at this scale you really can’t see the hamlets.  This is a template and will be taken to a professional map person.

Jonathan discusses putting the map in CAD.  There is a discussion about ARC – view.  Gary asks what AgB is.  Liz responds that it is the agricultural business district, such as Outhouse.  Jonathan asks about Sy’s suggestions on R-4.  Steve responds that the Town Board will meet with the Planning Board on February 27th to discuss the Comprehensive Plan.  There is a discussion about the map being digitized.  Gary will obtain names of individuals who are familiar with this for Liz.  Liz asks if they take the data on the map and manipulate it.  The county can do it.  Liz knows they can create maps.  There is a discussion about all street files being downloaded.  No idea what it costs.

There is a discussion about RMF-4.  Changes discussed.  All insets have to be updated.  Steve looks at the map and asks Kingsley’s location.  Liz responds that she thinks so, there are two parcels shown there.

Clearwater is discussed, proposed house lot in petition, Liz will put on map.  There is a discussion about once in AgB, if they decide to put up dwellings in the future.  Liz discusses that they did not look at Hardscrabble Farms for Continental, AgB is the best use for it.

There is a discussion about the lots on Route 22 in Croton Falls.  There was a suggestion at one point to tear down one house.  Lots on back street, Route 22.  Whole strip discussed.  Gary asks what is a transitional use to or from what uses.  Liz responds that where lots have frontage on Route 22, they will create a special situation for because they are so close to the road.

There is a discussion about Salem Center, where the antique shop is located.  There is a discussion about the traffic situation.  If we are going to change the uses in a zone, it should be Salem Center.  Jonathan asks if it is officially called Salem Center.  They call the existing shopping center North Salem Center now.  Steve does not have a problem with rezoning the antique shop.  He would like to see the businesses continuing.  He does not want to see more traffic.

There is brief discussion about Purdy’s, look at existing zones.

Gary inquires if we have heard anything more about the new restaurant near the Post Office.  Liz responds that they came into see Bruce and her.  They were interested in a gourmet deli with seating and a restaurant.  They originally came in with a lot of seating.  Steve responds that he would like to see restaurants in NB-Zone.  

Liz did not prepare an inset of the Peach Lake Hamlet.  She thought they were talking about adding uses to the NB district to include restaurants , but not adding parcels to the NB district.  Jonathan asks if it includes the Tac Shop.  It is a separate lot.  DeBellis & C&M are discussed.  Difference between AgB & GB is discussed.

GB, permits, restaurants, hotel.  NB, does not permit restaurants, so it is limiting mostly to food.  Liz discusses the differences with Gary.  Steve suggests adding garage to Peach Lake area.  There is a discussion about the Meccanic Shop North, the repair shop.  Charles noticed the sign.

Liz discusses making changes.  Joe’s Getty Station discussed.  Liz did not mark that on the map.  She shows the group where it would be.  Discussion about changing Joe’s Getty Station to RO, and extending RO.  

Liz has been getting calls as if NYSEG is putting together an application.  She mentions that someone called to discuss Knob Hill.  The open space between Routes 22 and 684 is discussed.  There is a discussion about Wayne Outhouse’s property.  Charles discusses research office plans.  There is a discussion about Brewster, not much demand for research office.  Steve asks for a letter, since we are redoing the Master Plan.  Steve suggests a small health club.  He asks how much square footage would be needed.  Charles responds about 30,000 square feet.

Steve discusses the Blazer.  Liz shows the Board where they are on the map.  It would have to be NB, now a residential parcel with another residential parcel next door.  People can’t complain about noise, it is already there.  CPU text is discussed.  Page 22, Steve discusses change in fourth bullet, second from top, change wording.  Page 23, discussion of pedestrian bridge across to Route 100, already completed.  Steve advises the Board that the Town Board will probably have changes to the Comprehensive Plan Update when they meet with the Planning Board on February 27th.

There is a discussion about Sprint Spectrum Frawley referred to Bruce.  Town Board will discuss variances and SEQR Negative Declaration.  

Charles is concerned about waivers.

Discussion about asking the Town Board to arrive at 8:30 p.m. to meet with the Planning Board on February 27th.  This way the Planning Board will discuss Sprint Spectrum Frawley at 8:00 p.m.

2.
Memo From Jonathan Rose Re: Crown-Atlantic Naumburg

Jonathan advises the Board that he is just asking if the items listed in his memo can be explored.  Liz put it on 

the agenda for the Board to discuss tonight, for Frank to plot out another system in the Town and the costs involved.  Laying out a system of smaller cell sites may cost thousands.  Liz hands out a report to the Board to review that was prepared during the Highway Garage submittal.    

Steve mentions that in connection with Positive Declaration, we should describe alternatives.  It is up to us to look at the scope of the issues and other alternatives.  Charles talks about having five carriers and making calls from each of them.  Would we see gaps, if we went through the Town, on Route 121?  Charles does not experience gaps in service with his phone.  Route 121, near Bogtown is discussed as an area with gaps.  There is a discussion about putting micro-cells in those areas.  Liz’s understanding is that if they were to put antennas on telephone poles, then in order to create a cell area, they would have to try to triangulate back to poles set back from the road.  If they were going to use telephone poles they would have to get several sites back on many individuals’ properties.

Steve discusses the issue of the visual aesthetics of the cell tower, as well as needle design, multiple towers, and moving to a different location with more foliage.  Liz mentions two smaller towers, moving the one tower to another location, and possibly moving the two towers.  Charles discusses the memo from Eugene Colley offering his land for the tower.  Liz mentions that her understanding is that Mr. Colley had specific sites and Snyder and Snyder were not happy with them.  Charles had heard that Mr. Colley planned to donate the money to the fire department ambulance corp. that he would have received if the tower were on his land.

Charles asks about the three sites on the bottom of the tower for potential emergency services.  Liz responds that someone spoke at the last meeting about the emergency services, and the need to have emergency services on the tower, and for a way to obtain service for data transmission.  There is a concern that if they don’t really need it, maybe the tower could be lower.  Charles asks what is the lowest height the tower could be.  If the fifth item were dropped, would that lower the tower?  Steve replies that it is probably driven by Verizon who is always on the top.  Discussion about knocking off 40 or 50 feet.  It may blend in.  Liz guesses it may be 10 feet for each carrier taken off.  Charles believes that this is what the RF Consultant should be looking into for us.

Sprint First Purdy’s is discussed.  Gary mentions two towers at 80 feet, rather than one at 120 feet.  Steve asks if we could ask them to look into an alternative where one of the applicants was dropped?  Is it driven by the fact the Verizon has to be at a certain height?  Steve asks if we could have them look into an alternative where there is only one tower but three on it.  Look at alternative one tower with three carriers on it.  Discussion about where the other two carriers would go.  Liz responds that when we talk about doing this type of alternative, we don’t want to specify which carrier we think should be dropped.

Gary discusses more towers at shorter height.  Charles concerned about putting up a smaller tower and then someone wants to put up another one in the future.  Gary mentions that you can’t have AT&T and Verizon transmitting at the same height.  There has to be a separation.  Discussion about two towers 10 feet apart.  Signals would interfere with each other.  Discussion about RF engineering more of an art than science.  One tower could accommodate two carriers, another tower could accommodate two or three carriers.  Steve would like Frank Rodriguez to look into the alternative of two towers, and how low they would have to be.

Liz has provided Frank Rodriguez his marching orders.  She has told him that the Board was interested in two shorter towers.  He will be looking at a lot of different alternatives.  Frank has asked for more information.  Frank will generate a report and come to the next meeting.  If we have an EIS, I would like him to review that, 

as well as more marching orders regarding alternatives, such as micro-cell technology.  Jonathan mentions the community request for micro-cell technology.  There is a discussion about Mr. Mandelstam really speaking for Mr. Colley, and Mr. Colley possibly suing, as the tower is very close to his house, 1,000 feet away.  

Steve mentions that there are not a lot of trees.  We could ask for trees to be planted.  Liz discusses one item that Brian Colley spoke with her about.  He feels that the proposed driveway would be  in their face.  He would like the driveway located at another location on the site.  The wetland line is discussed.  Jonathan suggests alternate site, or trying to move it on the site.  Liz discusses doing a Positive Declaration at the February 6th meeting.  We can discuss more ideas about scoping.  Steve discusses the court cases that Mr. Bogin provided to him.  Liz talks about presenting different alternatives.  Public may not like idea about not doing Public Scoping.  Discussion about doing that during the next workshop session in March.  Discussion about doing Positive Declaration, come back to March meeting, give input at February 6th meeting as to what we would like to see in scoping.  Jonathan inquires what Mr. Bogin’s response will be to not doing a public scoping.  Steve replies that it will be Mr. Bogin’s job to delay.

REGULAR MEETING:

Discussion about Bill Youngblood sending bills for 2000 and 2001.  The 2001 bills have been deducted from various escrow accounts.  A portion of the 2000 bills have been deducted from various escrow accounts, and a portion will be obtained through letters requesting reimbursement for back bills.  Liz will speak with Bill to discuss his billing practices so as not to run into this situation in the future.

3.
Selby Haussermann Withdrawal of Subdivision Application & Release of Escrow

Mr. Haussermann brought in a letter to the Planning Board indicating that he is withdrawing his Subdivision Application and requests release of his escrow.

Jonathan motions that the Planning Board acknowledge Withdrawal of the Subdivision Application of Selby Haussermann and Release his Escrow Pending Deductions From Consultants Bills.  Charles Gardner seconds.  All in favor. No opposed.

4.
Resolution:

Chairman motions to adjourn the Planning Board Work Session.  Jonathan Rose seconds.  All in favor.  No opposed.  Meeting is adjourned.

1
1
Planning Board Minutes – 01/16/02


