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Chairwoman Rosmarin opened the meeting, stating that Graham Trelstad brought the maps that he worked up.  She suggested they look them over/discuss them, and afterwards talk about what criteria to use.  

Mr. Trelstad stated that the group last met in July, at which time they discussed scenic views.  He displayed a first draft of the map, explaining the use of different colors.  He described how a hillside may be scenic, but the view downward from the same hill would not be.  Mr. Trelstad said the information he put on the map, taken from photos and maps provided by the OSC, showed continuity along the Titicus.  He said the map can be cleaned up to show this.  To the east, Mr. Trelstad said they need to define a general area of visibility.  He commented that there are broad views from Baxter Road, and he asked the GIS person to analyze that information and put it on a map (which he turned to).  Mr. Trelstad stated that GIS allows one to pick a point and ask from where else this point is visible and/or what other points are visible from this one.
Ms. Rosmarin pointed to the vicinity of Sunset Drive and Westview Avenue on the map, explaining that that map pertains to the view from there as you come downhill.
Mr. Trelstad said the important views from this location are the distant ones, across 684.

Cynthia Curtis asked why the color stopped at a certain point on the map, and Mr. Trelstad said there is probably a ridgeline where the land drops off/there are gaps on the map where visibility drops off.

 For the Titicus area (done in orange), Mr. Trelstad said the ridgeline is interesting, and he chose points on the reservoir which would be visible from the ridgeline.  He said areas of overlap are noteworthy.  Mr. Trelstad said the GIS map only accounts for elevations/not vegetation.  He said he could try to take a land cover map and add it to the GIS map.

Mr. Trelstad stated that Baxter Road (blue) has long views to the south and west.  He said it would be useful to map areas around the most scenic points in Town (including Mills Road, Baxter Road, and sections of Sunset Drive, Hardscrabble Road, Keeler Lane), adding that this might be more comprehensive coverage of what is visible.
Ms. Curtis asked if a large building that is lit at night would affect the value of a view.  
Mr. Trelstad said that at 1 to 2 miles, larger objects can be seen but not distinctly as an outline against the sky at such a distance.

Ms. Curtis asked at what distance a building tucked into a hillside would blend in visually, and Mr. Trelstad said many factors affect visibility, i.e. light or dark colors, use of glass.  
Mr. Trelstad displayed an aerial map with overlays, pointing out how colors bleed into one another.  He commented that the map shows how in some areas, the land between 2 points slopes downward.

Mr. Trelstad said that as a next step the GIS map should be taken into the field and checked.  He said that if they were ever challenged, they could defend the methodology and use of softward called Visual Analyst.
Ms. Curtis said the Historic Preservation Commission would meet soon, and they will be finalizing their maps.  She commented that Recreation will probably need another month, and the Conservation Advisory Council has not met yet.  Ms. Curtis said the CAC would provide information about areas not visible from the road but relating to habitats, wetlands, wooded areas, etc.

John Roach asked if the group wants corridors/access to hubs in Mountain. Lakes.
Ms. Curtis said she does not think there is any potential for growth in the area, but the Randolph property is a concern.  She commented that people do use Mountain Lakes but not heavily, and she added that the Audubon property would be good to look into.
Mr. Trelstad said they do have some information about wetlands, and he displayed an aerial map done by Siobhan O’Kane (also of AKRF) in the past for the OSC.

Ms. Curtis said there are undisturbed woods on part of the Fink property and also at Highgate.  She suggested it would be better to use the phrase “environmentally sensitive” than “environmentally constrained” for its more positive connotation.

It was agreed that some habitat information could be gleaned from the Biotic Corridor study done by Michael Klemmens.

Ms. Rosmarin said Mr. Klemmens pointed out that Google Earth shows meadow types, etc.

Mr. Trelstad said that is true but it would take a lot of work to zoom in so close.

Ms. Curtis announced that North Salem is the first to get the new maps from the County, which Mr. Trelstad said he would like to see.

Mr. Trelstad said Hudsonia is a group that takes land cover maps and goes through them, defining cleared land, meadows, forests, etc.  Regarding environmentally sensitive areas, he said a map could be created of wetlands, steep slopes, and habitats.  As these different maps are overlaid, the result will be a map containing different kinds of important factors.  He said they can then look for locations with multiple areas of significant.

Ms. Rosmarin commented that some of what is on the map can’t really be seen from anywhere but right where they are.
Mr. Trelstad explained that, for the map displayed, he had merely asked the computer what is visible in terms of elevation.  He added that he would like to take the map with him to check the views toward the reservoir from Baxter Road.

Elaine Sweeney said the view of the reservoir from the top of Keeler Lane is excellent.

Mr. Trelstad said that, at their July meeting, the OSC discussed mapping from some of the open space parcels in town.  He recommended they try to do this, although they are privately-held land.
Ms. Curtis said the parcels owned by the North Salem Open Land Foundation are open to the public.

Mr. Trelstad said the group also discussed not mapping the horse trails, and Ms. Curtis said the Town will have a map just for its own use.

Ms. Rosmarin asked about the importance of setbacks along the road.

Mr. Trelstad said the group has already characterized the scenic quality of North Salem as being defined by its tree-lined roads and also stone walls and pastures.  He said the OSC needs to identify certain areas as having general scenic character, and describe the combination of scenic factors.  He suggested employing a list or table describing scenic characteristics to go along with the map.

Ms. Curtis said she has a list of all the roads in Town that the group may have copies of.

Scenic roads mentioned include Vail Lane, Finch Road, Route 116, Mills Road, Grant Road and Delancey Road.  Mr. Trelstad said the OSC needs to decide what sorts of things are really scenic or special.  

Lynn DeGregorio asked if they need only be concerned about potential development areas, but Mr. Trelstad responded that even property that is now private merits attention, because it could be sold in the future, or the zoning might change.  He suggested that someone from his office hike North Salem’s roads.  He said that if everyone was comfortable with the approach, he will pursue and refine it, adding that he thinks there is enough information to work with.
Barbara Jacobi asked if they will be getting a list of potential historic roads/are there any historic roads in Town.  

Ms. Curtis said that only Baxter Road has actually been designated an historic road so far.  She added that Route 116 was considered 30 years ago, but it was not designated.  She explained that historic designation of a road provides limited protection for stone walls, and makes it harder for the Town to pave a dirt road.  Ms. Curtis said the HPC originally wanted historic and scenic designation, but the Town Board felt they should stick to just historic designation.  She said that this limits the designation to the stone wall/tree line and doesn’t include the distance, but the OSC’s delineation of scenic roads would protect more land farther back from the road.
Ms. Rosmarin said there was interest in the past in designation for Mills Road, but the DEP, although they supported the idea, never found the time to look into it.

As another indicator of how busy they are, Ms. DeGregorio said it takes the DEP about 6 months to cash the check she writes them each year for her driveway.
Ms. Curtis explained that the DEP’s ownership of land around the reservoir contributes to its preservation, because they require driveway permits, which limits the number of houses and even accessory apartments that may be built.  
Mr. Trelstad said he will refine the map and start building a composite map.

Ms. Curtis asked if he wants the scenic road information from the OSC, and Mr. Trelstad said he does.  He suggested they use the odometer in their cars to identify start/end points and then make a brief note of what is scenic – open field, stone walls, view, forest, etc.  

Ms. Rosmarin asked if they could identify areas by street address, but Mr. Trelstad said he wasn’t sure if his parcel data has house numbers.
Ms. Curtis said she has a 911 map with all the house numbers in Town.

Mr. Trelstad said they should log in their notes having gone in one direction, and then turn around and go back to see if anything should be adjusted.

Pam Pooley asked if they should all work on the quadrants they last did from their aerial maps.  She commented that Yerkes Road is nice in some parts and more built up in others.  She said she had drifted outside of her quadrant, too.

Mr. Trelstad said some overlapping with other Members is fine, adding that it is also acceptable/reasonable to say that some areas don’t merit attention.  

Ms. Curtis said Yerkes Road could be noted as developed with a 50’s or 60’s  subdivision, heavily wooded, houses well set-back from the road, good tree cover, for example.  She suggested including notes on negative factors as well.

Mr. Trelstad said they should consider it an inventory of the roads in their quadrants, and Ms. Rosmarin said they may be able to rank all the roads in a certain number of categories once this inventory has been completed.

Mr. Trelstad said a visual preference survey is subjective, but the OSC may do one and discuss the results.  He suggested using numerical rankings, i.e. 5 indicates something truly exceptional and 1 is unexceptional, with 2 through 4 indicating gray areas in between.  He said they should try to comment by the mile point.
Ms. Pooley asked what criteria to use.

Mr. Trelstad stated that vegetative cover includes fields, old forest, second-growth forest, etc.  He explained that a second-growth forest would have pole-size trees that might be 50-75 years old or less.  He said the group might consider how the light changes at different times of day and also what they hear, although they must try to be objective.  Mr. Trelstad pointed out that location and quality of houses counts too, as well as the presence of fences and walls, and well-houses or sheds may add character.  
Ms. Curtis said they should be aware of the difference between old rubble stone walls and newly-built straight-cut walls.

Mr. Trelstad said bedrock outcrops are noteworthy too.  He said the group should consider that people drive on the roads, so their views are mostly straight ahead.  He commented that roads are part of our public space that determine how we interact with our neighbors.
Mr. Roach commented that people gather with their dogs on Vail Lane at sunset, and then they go home.

Ms. Rosmarin said the group needs to be finished in 2 weeks.  The Members discussed where they will do their surveys and agreed to note both scenic and non-scenic areas, maybe just giving a “1” to a non-scenic road.  

Ms. Rosmarin said they should note places that merit a significant setback. 
Ms. Curtis said designating a building envelope is a good way to protect land, saving trees and limiting disturbance of a lot.  She stated that the Planning Board will consider comments from the OSC regarding preservation of land.
Martin Aronchick asked what standard is to be used for measuring starting points.  

Mr. Trelstad said they should start from intersections and measure in tenths of a mile.  He asked the group to please type up their notes and mail them to him in two weeks.

The OSC agreed to meet again on October 20.

There was no further business to discuss, and the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

__________________________

Janice Will, Recording Secretary
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