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Siobhan O’Kane handed out a memo regarding agricultural lands and the County Agricultural District.  She explained that the district is covered by NYS Agriculture and Markets Law, and the County maps and controls it.  She stated that there is a significant penalty for discontinuation of agricultural use of lands both in and outside the ag district which might encourage donations.

Elaine Sweeney said she believes the NSOLF faces similar penalties if the organization were to dissolve or if land was removed from their protection of it.

Gloria Stein said she was familiar with an instance where an open land foundation sold land to someone for agricultural use and then used the money from the sale to purchase other property.

Chairman Belcastro noted that, without a quorum present, the Committee could not vote on anything at this meeting.  He asked Ms. Stein what the NSOLF is doing now.

Ms. Stein replied that there are no purchases pending, but they recently bought the Gonella property (3 parcels) at the corner of Bloomer and June Roads, and received a donation of land from Kirkman Dolby.

The Chairman commented that the Gonella property will fill out the previous Bloomerside purchase nicely.

Ms. Stein went on to say that Stephen Stempler donated 60+ acres in December.

Ms. Sweeney said she is familiar with the Stempler property on Bogtown Road, and it would have been undevelopable any way.  She stated that the donation removes the land from the tax rolls, and the Town’s residents will eventually pay.  Ms. Sweeney commented that elected officials have no input regarding land accepted as a donation, and she feels this is cause for concern.
Liz Axelson said she saw it as a trade-off when land comes off the tax rolls but is preserved, but Ms. Sweeney said she disagreed in instances like this.  

Pat Carey said that Mr. Stempler will continue to enjoy privacy and a wooded view without paying taxes on that land.

Ms. Sweeney said she is familiar with the Stempler land, because she lives on Bogtown Road too, and it is of no benefit to others, as it has no street frontage/is located behind the remaining Stempler property and inaccessible.  She reiterated her concern that a private group decides what parcels to accept as donations without any sort of ruling from the Town Board.  She said she is in favor of preserving land that might otherwise be developed.
The Chairman said most of Ms. Sweeney’s comments were general, and she agreed.  She also said it concerns her that land is removed from the tax rolls in a way that is not democratic, adding that she thinks the Town Board should have looked into the issue at some point in time.  
Chairman Belcastro said there isn’t much they could do about it, as the NSOLF is a bonafide organization approved by the State.  Modeled as it is after the Westchester Land Trust, it is not a new concept.  They may transact with private owners and have the authority to accept a donation of land.    The Chairman commented that it is a sore point with many people, and he agreed that people who donate land to the NSOLF have other motives as well.
Ms. Sweeney said she objects to the fact that the people who may reject or accept donations of land are not elected officials, nor is the decision open to all the residents of the Town.  She said she did not mean to offend Ms. Stein, but she feels strongly about the issue.

Martin Aronchick recognized Ms. Sweeney’s point, and he asked what the OSC could do about it.  

The Chairman said they could only write a letter asking that this opinion be considered.
Ms. Stein said donated land often might be developed and would require Town services.

Ms. Sweeney said she supports those kinds of donations, but the Stempler donation is an example of something she objects to.  

The Chairman said the Town has to look at the impact on tax-payers.  He told Ms. Stein that Ms. Sweeney feels the NSOLF serves a good purpose but should use more discretion when accepting donations or purchase land, especially when land is removed from the tax rolls that would most likely never be developed.

Ms. Sweeney said the OSC had looked into purchasing part of the Marx property, and she had objected to it because it was undevelopable, had no frontage, was nearly inaccessible, and consisted mainly of steep slopes and swampland.  She went on to say that Marx also owned property overlooking the reservoir, but that was not offered for sale.  Ms. Sweeney said the Town Board had been smart not to buy the land.
Ms. Axelson said there are different reasons to preserve open space, i.e. recreation, agriculture, special habitats.

Ms. Sweeney said she agreed with most of what Ms. Axelson said, but she felt land should not be chosen by a private group.

The Chairman said the Town does not just need additional acreage.  He explained that he brought the Bloomerside proposal to the Town Board, and they rejected it because it could not be developed/they thought it was wiser to spend the money another time.  As it turns out, the NSOLF bought it.  The Chairman said it is important to remember that when land is donated it does come off the tax rolls, and those tax dollars need to be made up.   
Ms. Sweeney said people are very concerned about rising taxes, adding that she knows people who have lived in Town for many years who are being driven out by ever-increasing taxes.  
Chairman Belcastro said he believes that both properties recently acquired by the NSOLF were offered to the Foundation by the owners as opposed to being sought by the NSOLF.
Ms. Sweeney said she thought many people in North Salem would probably like to do the same, so they could decrease their tax bills and yet continue to enjoy proximity to undeveloped acreage.  She suggested that it would be interesting to invite everyone in Town to consider donating land, but she wondered who would decide what land would be accepted and which would be rejected.  
Ms. O’Kane presented two maps (one of the entire Town and an enlarged one of Croton Falls) overlaid on aerial photographs that she thought would be helpful.  She explained that the maps included information on water and wetlands, steep slopes and Town and individual parcel boundaries.  Ms. O’Kane handed out individual copies of the maps and invited the Committee to mark them up according to what they are interested in, i.e. parcels on scenic roads, etc.
Ms. Sweeney said the maps were helpful, and she thanked Ms. O’Kane.

The Chairman commented that they would help the OSC to focus on eligible parcels in Croton Falls.

Ms. Sweeney reiterated that no one had been very helpful in suggesting land in Croton Falls.

The Chairman said he would talk to Drew and Wayne Outhouse and Tom DePaoli.

Ms. Stein asked what has been considered so far, and Ms. Axelson pointed to the Highgate property.

Ms. Stein asked if the OSC would leave the land as it is or construct a park with ballfields, etc., and the Chairman said they could do either.
Ms. Stein said she has friends who live on Juengstville Road, and she would speak to them about possible areas of interest.

Chairman Belcastro stated that there is an area on the east side of Juengstville Road that is owned by a developer, and to the immediate north is Putnam County.  He said the main goal is something that will benefit many people.  He asked Ms. Stein if she will be available to attend the OSC’s next meeting at the end of June, and she replied that she will not.
Ms. Stein asked what part the Chairman sees the NSOLF playing, and the Chairman said the OSC is generally interested in what the NSOLF is doing, which in turn helps provide a complete picture of land already acquired and pending acquisitions.   He pointed out that it would be useful, for instance, to find out that the NSOLF is looking into land in Croton Falls.
Ms. Stein said she was not aware of anything in Croton Falls at present.

The Committee discussed adjourning for the summer, and agreed for the time being to meet again on June 28, possibly skipping July and August.

Ms. Axelson asked if the NSOLF has any information about land in the vicinity of Cat Ridge and Mills Roads (discussed at the April meeting), and Ms. Stein said she did not know.

The Chairman said it would be a good thing to look into, adding that if a developer owns the large parcel, it might be too late to do anything.  He pointed out that if it is privately owned, a conservation easement would allow the owner to continue to use the land and just not subdivide or build on it.

Mr. Aronchick said he had spoken to his friend about the Dayton property, and he will bring the subject up at a Bridal Trails meeting.

There was no further business to discuss, and the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

_____________________________

  Janice Will, Recording Secretary
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