Town of North Salem

Open Space Committee

Minutes – July 17, 2003

7:30 p.m. – Delancey Hall

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Peter Nardone, Chairman


Kate Arens




Lynn DeGregorio





Barbara Jacobi





Elaine Sweeney

MEMBERS ABSENT:
Bill Butler





Joel Fishman





Jackie Kamenstein





Rohna McKenna

OTHERS PRESENT:
Janice Will, Recording Secretary

Chairman Nardone called the meeting to order.

The members present unanimously approved the minutes of the May 29, 2003 OSC meeting.

The Chairman asked if everyone had walked the 6 parcels discussed in May, and most of the Members responded that they had.  

Lynn DeGregorio commented that she had gotten lost on the Dingle Ridge Road parcel (Gaymark, 59 acres), and she asked why these 6 properties had been chosen.

Chairman Nardone said they were the most highly-rated of the properties seen so far.

The Members were in agreement that when the 6 parcels were prioritized for presentation to the Town Board, it should be made clear that the OSC is not finished with their inventory.  

Discussion followed about a 70-acre part of the Marx property up above the reservoir that is not on the list of 6.  All the Members agreed it should head the list of recommendations, because it could easily be developed and is highly visible.

Elaine Sweeney asked what property should come next in terms of priority.  

Kate Arens said that she was most concerned about Bates because it is open and level and highly visible.  She added that its small size (11 acres) might also make it “doable”.

Barbara Jacobi commented that the Bates land is contiguous with an existing greenbelt.

Elaine Sweeney said she thought the Hawley Woods property was worthwhile also, but she would go along with the group and recommend Bates as a second choice.  She asked what the group should recommend as a third choice.  Ms. Sweeney said she thought they should put the Bloomerside property at the bottom of the list, because one-third of the property is wetlands and the set-backs/buffer zones for wetlands would prevent heavy development.

Chairman Nardone said he agreed.  He added that the property had been for sale for quite a while, and it would be expensive to have all the junk currently on the land removed.

Moving ahead on the list of parcels, it was agreed that the Vineyard property (160 acres) would be highly developable.

Ms. Sweeney asked the other Members if they felt the Vineyard should be ranked ahead of the Hawley Woods property.  

Ms. DeGregorio said she would hate to se the Vineyard developed, but she also had not seen Hawley Woods.   

Regarding the Golf Course property (160 acres), Ms. Sweeney commented that she would just as soon see a golf course because it would contribute to the tax base without adding houses/children in the schools.

Ms. Arens said she didn’t want a golf course either, but she thought the Vineyard was an  important property.

Ms. DeGregorio said that while she didn’t want another golf course, she felt it was preferrable to development of housing.

Chairman Nardone stated that there is a lot of rock that would require blasting for any kind of development.

Ms. Sweeney asked what part of the Vineyard property was being considered, and the other Members replied that it was the entire Vineyard.

Ms. Jacobi commented that if the current owner’s (Naumberg) children were not interested in the business, they would probably look to sell the property in the future.

Ms. DeGregorio said she thought it was an important parcel, due in part to its high visibility.

Ms. Sweeney said she thought either the Vineyard or Hawley Woods properties should come ahead of the Golf Course.  She said she included Hawley Woods (48 acres) because she thought a developer had submitted a sub-development application already.

The Chairman said there was a 7-lot sub-development application.

Ms. Sweeney said she liked the Hawley Woods property, but would put the Vineyard ahead of it because it is so much larger and more open.

Ms. Jacobi pointed out that the OSC was considering 7 properties and would be making recommendations, but would not be making the final decision.  

Ms. Sweeney said she agreed that the OSC should offer their recommendations regarding the 7 properties but also make clear that they have not evaluated all the properties in their inventory yet.

Ms. Jacobi asked how they should handle their recommendations to omit property owners’ names.

Ms. Arens suggested they use the tax map numbers to identify the properties, adding that the OSC had not always gotten permission to walk parcels nor would they always be welcome.

Ms. Sweeney suggested that they ask the Town Board if they could submit the list of properties with owners’ names on paper, but identify the parcels by tax map number for purposes of their presentation (filmed/public).

Chairman Nardone suggested they call property owners to ask permission to walk their land in the future, but Ms. Arens said she didn’t think they would usually be given permission.  She added that she would say no if someone called and asked permission to go on her property.

Ms. Sweeney read a list of the 7 properties discussed, in order of priority as agreed-to:

1. Marx (Salvia)

2. Bates

3. Vineyard

4. Gaymark

5. Hawley Woods

6. Golf Course

7. Bloomerside

Ms. DeGregorio asked if they should try to look at more land before the OSC met again.

Chairman Nardone said they would skip August, and meet again in September.  He also said that he and Ms. Jacobi would look at the Marx and Bates properties, because they had not yet walked them.  He asked the Members what other properties they wanted to see. The Dayton and Stanton properties were mentioned as possibilities. 

Ms. Sweeney commented that the Dayton property on Mills Road is pretty and had sold to Dayton-Hudson in 2 days.  She suggested that they might be approached about a conservation easement or a donation.

Ms. DeGregorio asked if anyone knew of any large parcels of land that the OSC as a group was unaware of.  She suggested the Selby land, but Ms. Arens said she didn’t think they would be given access to the property.  Ms. DeGregorio then mentioned the Stanton property on either side of Vail Lane.

After further discussing properties to consider, the Members decided to take the next 10 parcels on the inventory list and divide them into 2 groups.  Janice said she would make copies of tax map sections and provide information re acreage, addresses, etc. to assist the Members in their site visits.

It was agreed to meet again on Thursday, September 18, and the Chairman adjourned the meeting.
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