Town of North Salem

Open Space Committee

Minutes – May 29, 2003

7:30 p.m. – Delancey Hall

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Kate Arens




Lynn DeGregorio





Barbara Jacobi





Elaine Sweeney

MEMBERS ABSENT:
Peter Nardone, Chairman





Bill Butler





Joel Fishman





Jackie Kamenstein

OTHERS PRESENT:
Janice Will, Recording Secretary

In the Chairman’s absence, Barbara Jacobi called the meeting to order.

The members present unanimously approved the minutes of the April 24, 2003 OSC meeting.

Ms. Jacobi set up a map with 6 properties flagged on it, and the Members used an Inventory sheet for further reference.  

Lynn DeGregorio asked how the properties had been selected, and Ms. Jacobi said that Peter Nardone had chosen them based on their high ratings.  She said that the parcel in Hawley Woods had been suggested by Liz Axelson for consideration because there is a proposal to develop it.  Ms. Jacobi added that it was her impression that Mr. Nardone had spoken to some Town Board members, and they want to see something specific.

Ms. DeGregorio said she didn’t remember the Vineyard being considered a priority. 

Ms. Jacobi said the Graymark property was the second highest-rated one on the list. 

Ms. Sweeney commented that it has no visual impact because it is so far back/out of the way.

Ms. Jacobi then asked what the impact of developing it would be.

Ms. Sweeney said she had not seen all the flagged properties.  

Ms. DeGregorio added that they had not finished with their inventory.  She said she had not known that the flagged properties had been given a high priority, and they had not been reviewed by the whole group.

Ms. Jacobi said she thought Mr. Nardone had suggested seeing if the group was in agreement about these particular properties, however they had been chosen.

Ms. DeGregorio said she thought the plan had been to revisit highly-rated properties as a group.

Ms. Jacobi said they should see if they agree on any of the highlighted parcels, whether the opinion is to make a site visit or drop a property from the list.  She also said the OSC presentation to the Town Board had not been scheduled for June.

In discussion of how the parcels had been chosen, Ms. Jacobi said she thought it possible that the owner was considering selling off some of the Vineyard property.  

Ms. Sweeney said she thought the flagged properties must be of interest to the Town Board.  She added that she thought they should all see all 5 or 6 parcels and meet to discuss their opinions.  

Ms. Jacobi asked if there were any parcels the group felt should be eliminated.

Ms. DeGregorio said she wanted to look at or re-visit all 6 properties.  She said it was her recollection that the Hawley Woods property was very far back.

Ms. Sweeney said Graymark was flat farmland with no road frontage.

Ms. DeGregorio commented that the property marked “golf course” is rough land and would not be easily developed.  While there had been interest in development of a golf course and conference center, she said it would seem to be a high-risk proposition now.  The hotel business is suffering, the land is rough, and taxes would be high.  Ms. DeGregorio said she had visited the property, and it was her opinion that it wasn’t especially nice.

Ms. Sweeney asked if the “golf course” property was being offered for sale, and Ms. Jacobi said she thought a developer owned it.

Kate Arens said she thought they were straying from the main point of the meeting, and they needed to decide whether they wanted to present these parcels to the Town Board.  

Ms. DeGregorio said it was her impression that OSC groups in other town always finish their inventories before making recommendations.

Ms. Jacobi said the Town Board seems to be looking for input from the OSC.  She re-iterate that she did not know exactly how the 6 properties had been selected.  She suggested that, viewed as merely an ice-breaker, some of the flagged parcels could be presented to see what the Town Board thinks.

Ms. Sweeney said she agreed with Ms. DeGregorio that they should finish the inventory.

Ms. Jacobi said the Town Board does not seem to want to wait that long.

Ms. DeGregorio said that was all right with her, but she did think they should all look at all 6 properties if they hadn’t walked them before or didn’t remember them.

Ms. Arens said that she and Jackie Kamenstein had walked the Bloomerside property and that, while it is beautiful, there are busy roads on 2 sides of it and power lines on it.   She said it is also highly visible, which would be one reason to support preserving it.  Ms. Arens said she didn’t know whether it should be recommended or not, although it was her opinion that other properties are more desirable.

Ms. Sweeney commented that its beauty or to prevent development would be good reasons to preserve it, but she also said the swamp area would preclude some building because of wetlands setbacks.  She said she thought it was important to find out whether it was in an R-2 or an R-4 zone.

Ms. Jacobi asked if development of the Bloomerside parcel would affect the character of the Town.

Ms. Arens said she didn’t want to be the only one to speak about it, and she thought everybody should go out to see it.  She went on to say that the Bates Farm property is highly visible.

Ms. Sweeney agreed that it would be an interesting parcel to look at.

Ms. DeGregorio asked if they could get addresses for the 6 priority parcels, and the Members discussed the locations of the properties.

Ms. Sweeney said she would like to have a copy of the Town’s zoning map for reference, because she felt it was important to know what kind of development is at risk for any property they consider.

Ms. Jacobi asked if the Members were in agreement to meet again on Thursday, June 19, and they set the date.

There was some discussion of the OSC’s shrinking membership.  Ms. Arens said she would be happy not to have any more people.  Ms. DeGregorio agreed, saying that she thought it was preferable to explaining the ratings criteria to new people.  Ms. Sweeney said she thought they were all pretty much in agreement about wanting to preserve the visual beauty and character of the Town.  Ms. DeGregorio said she hoped Joel Fishman would start participating again.  Ms. Jacobi commented that Rohna McKenna’s input had been missed lately.

Ms. Jacobi stated that they would walk the 6 flagged properties and discuss them at the June 19 meeting to see if they concurred on which parcels they would endorse further efforts to preserve and, possibly, which to drop from consideration.  

Janice agreed to get the addresses of the properties and make copies of the zoning map. The members began to discuss meeting to walk the properties together, and Ms. Jacobi closed the meeting.
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