Town of North Salem

Open Space Committee

Minutes – April 24, 2003

7:30 p.m. – Delancey Hall

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Peter Nardone, Chairman





Kate Arens





William Butler





Lynn DeGregorio





Barbara Jacobi





Jackie Kamenstein





Elaine Sweeney

OTHERS PRESENT:
Janice Will, Recording Secretary

The Chairman called the meeting to order.

When Chairman Nardone suggested to the Members that they approve the meeting minutes from November 21, 2002 and March 27, 2003, Elaine Sweeney said she had a comment regarding the March meeting.  Noting that they had all been confused by the idea of the Town offering to sell 1-acre lots along Sunset Road for $10,000 with the proviso that they not be developed, she said it was now her understanding that the lots were to be offered to people living on adjacent lots.  This would keep the land on the tax rolls, enlarge people’s land holdings and absolutely prevent development.

Lynn DeGregorio, who had not been present at the March meeting, said she had been very surprised to read that no actual report about what the OSC was doing had been provided to the Town Board.  

The other Members told Ms. DeGregorio that they too had been surprised.  Bill Butler suggested that while former Chairman Steve Bobolia may occasionally have talked with the Supervisor, it seemed that no formal report had ever been submitted to the Town Board.

Reading from the lists of members who were present at or absent from meetings, Ms. Sweeney asked who Jon Laqueur is.  Discussion ensued, with all the Members in agreement that Mr. Laqueur had been absent from enough meetings that they would consider him no longer active in the OSC. 

The Chairman asked the Members to approve the meeting minutes.  

November 21, 2003 minutes:

Motion:

Jackie Kamenstein

Seconded by:
Barbara Jacobi

The minutes were unanimously approved.

March 27, 2003 minutes:

Motion:

Barbara Jacobi

Seconded by:
Peter Nardone

The minutes were unanimously approved.

Chairman Nardone said he wanted to discuss the report to the Town Board.  He passed out the individual property worksheets and copies of a summary inventory sheet.  The Members agreed it would be useful to include the owners’ names on the worksheets to help identify the parcels.  They divided up the worksheets, adding names to them and then including the evaluation data on the summary sheets.

Kate Arens asked the Chairman how the summary sheets would be translated into a report to the Town Board.

The Chairman passed around the memo from the matrix sub-committee that explained how the criteria used in the evaluations were arrived at, and he suggested they include it in their report to the Town Board.  

Ms. Arens expressed concern about the evaluation criteria becoming a matter of public record, adding that people were sure to complain about how their property had been rated.  

Ms. DeGregorio commented that they were not finished visiting/rating all the parcels yet, and so could not really make any recommendations yet.  

Mr. Butler asked if providing information to the Town Board had to mean it would become a matter of public record.  He suggested that only a progress report in the form of an internal memo be provided to the Town Board.

Chairman Nardone said the Town Board wants a presentation made at one of their meetings, and he thought it should include an explanation of how they had arrived at the rating criteria and provide the ratings that have been done so far.  He added that he hoped to get feedback from the Town Board that would help the OSC determine how to continue.

Mr. Butler suggested that, if they were going to provide the inventory sheets, the owners’ names should be omitted.

Barbara Jacobi commented that they did not know if all the OSC members were in agreement on the parcel ratings, and some calibration remained to be done.  Ms. Arens suggested that the report include a statement to that effect, and Ms. Sweeney agreed.

Ms. DeGregorio suggested the report be offered as a work in progress.

The Chairman asked if the Members would agree to a goal of making the presentation to the Town Board at one of their June meetings, adding that more than a memo is wanted.

The Members agreed to aim for June.

Chairman Nardone said he had spoken with Tom Anderson of the Westchester Land Trust and also Chairman of the Pound Ridge Open Space Committee.  Mr. Anderson said that when his group had made a presentation to their Town Board, they had not wanted the parcels made public.  

Ms. Arens asked the Chairman how many parcels the Pound Ridge group had rated when they made their presentation to the Town Board, and he replied that they had only seen about 10 or 20.

Ms. Kamenstein suggested that some of the parcels rated could be eliminated already, and Ms. DeGregorio added that some others are obviously worth preserving.

The Chairman stated his hope that after making a presentation to the Town Board, the OSC would get some feedback, and they could make plans for the summer.

Ms. Sweeney said she thought they should all feel free to tell each other about properties they have seen and feel are worth looking into.

Ms. DeGregorio said she thought they should plan to walk the 2 properties suggested by the Town Board and discussed at the March 27 OSC meeting.

Ms. Arens said it didn’t seem worth the Committee’s time to look at the Sunset Road parcel, if the Town was going to sell lots to the neighbors.  

Mr. Butler said he thought the Town Board wanted their opinion as to whether or not they should keep the land, and Ms. DeGregorio added that they could take a quick look at the property and give the Town Board their opinion about it.

Ms. Sweeney and the Chairman said they thought the OSC’s opinion could be offered without even walking the land.

Ms. Kamenstein said she thought they had no choice but to preserve the land if it can’t be built on.

The Members all seemed to be in agreement that they would advise the Town to go ahead with the proposed sale of 1-acre, non-buildable lots, as it would still be preserving the land.

The Chairman then asked if they would look at the Bloomerside property before their next meeting, and they discussed how to determine the boundaries of the parcel.  Chairman Nardone said the property had been evaluated once before but should be looked at again for steep slopes and rock walls.

It was decided to meet again on Thursday, May 29.

Before the meeting broke up, the Chairman asked if there was any interest in attending the Somers OSC meeting about title transfer tax on May 15.  Five members, including the Chairman, said they wanted to attend the meeting.  Janice said she would find out the location of the meeting and let everybody know.  In addition, Janice agreed to mail out an updated copy of the membership list along with the meeting minutes.

Mr. Butler asked what was being done to add more members, and the Chairman said he would speak to the Town Board about it. He also said the Town Board was not in favor of making the 3 current non-voting members voting members.

The meeting was then adjourned.
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