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Chairman Tuoti called the meeting to order.  

Revision of Local Historic Preservation Law
The Chairman asked what the HPC’s next steps should be regarding the proposed changes to the HP law.
Susie Thompson stated that they should write a proposal to Roland Baroni, the Town Attorney, requesting that he look over the proposed changes, after which the changes should be presented to the Town Board for their approval.  Ms. Thompson suggested that the secretary ask Marion LaFranco, the Supervisor’s Assistant, if this would be the right way to proceed.

Chairman Tuoti said he will write a letter to Mr. Baroni.  

Ms. Thompson said the letter should explain why the HPC wants to be a Certified Local Government Program, adding that the benefits are spelled out in documents the HPC already has.  She suggested attaching the entire Historic Preservation law and pointing out in the letter exactly where the proposed changes are.  Ms. Thompson commented that acquiring certification was strongly suggested by Julian Adams, who will play a part in approving the certification.

Future Purdys Historic District

Chairman Tuoti stated that Bruce Buchholtz has requested a copy of the Brockmeyer blue application for landmark status so that he may show it to Brian Bartsch of Purdys, who is considering applying.  The Chairman commented that HPC member Debby Moore should be urged to pursue landmark status for some of her Purdys properties, as it will help to encourage others in the neighborhood to do so.
Ms. Thompson commented that the problem with proposing a district will be those who do not want it.

Mr. Buchholtz asked how the HPC should go forward with the idea.

Ms. Thompson explained that it will take time, requiring one or more public hearings, posting of public notices, etc.  She said the HPC should meet with Purdys residents first.

Mr. Buchholtz said he has a list of people in attendance at the Brockmeyer presentation who are interested.

Ms. Thompson stated that if a district is designated, it will include all properties within its boundaries.  She asked if anyone has read the HP law to see what it includes regarding historic districts, pointing out that the HPC will need to be able to answer questions when they meet with residents.

Chairman Tuoti asked Mr. Buchholtz to have copies of the map outlining the proposed historic district and a list of residents for the August meeting.

David Talbot said he thought the flyer included in the mailing about the Brockmeyer presentation, “What a Purdys Historic District Would Do for You”, was very good.  He suggested incorporating it into the brochure, “Should Your Home Be a Town of North Salem Historic Landmark?”

Mr. Buchholtz expressed concern about confusing people.  

Mr. Talbot said he didn’t think the revised brochure would confuse if divided into sub-headings for properties, roads and districts.  He offered to edit the brochure himself to include the 3 sections.

Ms. Thompson said she will e-mail the MS Word document of the brochure to Mr. Talbot.

Mr. Buchholtz suggested mailing the revised brochure to the same list of people who received the mailing about the Brockmeyer presentation.

The Chairman asked if the HPC will ask for a response to the brochure, but Mr. Buchholtz commented that people normally do not respond to such requests.

Chairman Tuoti said a return card could be enclosed simply asking if the respondent is for or against establishment of an historic district.

Ms. Thompson said the HPC shouldn’t ask before people know what the law is.  She suggested having a meeting to explain the law before going ahead with the mailing.  

The Chairman said the meeting with Purdys residents should be planned for some time in the fall.

Ms. Thompson told the group that a neighbor of the Bartsches is also interested in having his property designated a landmark.
Mr. Buchholtz said he will approach another Purdys resident he knows.

Revised Local HP Law 
Ms. Thompson reiterated the need for the HPC to review the local law and highlight sections relevant to historic districts.  She pointed out that they may find the law needs changing.  For this reason, they should hold off on sending their current proposed changes to Roland Baroni/the Town Board.

Mr. Talbot agreed that review of the HP law is important.

Ms. Thompson said that after they have done so, perhaps they could ask Mr. Baroni if the existing law is adequate for creation of a district.

The Chairman agreed, saying he will not write to Mr. Baroni about the CLPG-related changes yet.
Ms. Thompson suggested asking Julian Adams his opinion, and Mr. Buchholtz said he will get in touch with Mr. Adams and e-mail his response to the other HPC members.

Town Website/Use of Drawings of Historic Buildings

Mr. Talbot pointed out that a motion to permit use of the Mike Bonelli drawings on the website (with attribution to the artist and information about purchasing the booklet) was tabled at the June meeting, pending a determination of legal ownership of the drawings.

Ms. Thompson said Supervisor Warren Lucas approved use of the drawings if the Town owns them.

Stepping into the conference room from his office, Mr. Lucas said there is no legal issue because the Town does own the drawings.  He said the HPC may use the drawings or the photographs if they prefer.

Ms. Thompson stated that the HPC could not vote on the issue, because a quorum was not present.

The Chairman said he thought it would be better to vote when at least most of the HPC members are present.

Mr. Talbot asked if there is legal evidence that the Town owns the drawings, and Ms. Thompson said Gail Pantezzi has the contract to purchase them.

Ms. Thompson added that Mr. Bonelli’s wife told her that he does not mind use of the drawings on the website, and he also offered to do drawings of the 2 most recently-designated historic landmarks (D.D. Smith and Margaret M. Mahoney houses), if the HPC wishes.

Ms. Thompson said Cynthia Curtis may also have a copy of the contract.  

Chairman Tuoti said he will speak to Ms. Curtis and/or Marion LaFranco.

Mr. Talbot commented that the majority of the HPC members seem to want to use the drawings on the website.

The Chairman said the HPC should plan to vote at the August meeting on use of the drawings on the website and to approve the hiring of Mr. Bonelli to do 2 more drawings, pending receipt of information about the cost. Chairman Tuoti commented that he would like to hang the drawings.
Ms. Thompson reminded the Chairman that former Supervisor Paul Greenwood objected to paying to have the drawings framed.  She added that there is really no place to hang all the drawings, so she feels it would be a waste of money to pay to have them framed.
Mr. Talbot questioned having additional drawings done if no one knows what to do with them once they are finished, and he suggested that the HPC first vote just on using them on the website and improving the quality of the reproduction of the drawings.  
Historic Landmarks Booklet
Pointing out that the historic landmarks booklet with Bonelli drawings is already out of date (missing 2 most recent designations), Ms. Thompson said the HPC should ask how many more booklets Ms. Pantezzi has at home. Ms. Thompson commented that no one will pay $10 for them.

Chairman Tuoti said he will speak to Ms. Pantezzi about the booklets.

Cell Tower Proposal

Mr. Talbot asked if there is any news about this.

Ms. Thompson said neither she nor Chairman Tuoti has received replies to their letters to EBI, and she added that she thinks zoning will prevent construction of such a tower.

Marriott/Salem Hunt

The Chairman asked if there is any news regarding the Marriott proposal, and Ms. Thompson said there is no Environmental Impact Statement yet/the project seems to be on hold.  She said she is not sure how far along the Salem Hunt people are, although she is fairly confident that the project will go forward.

Peach Lake Sewer District

Ms. Thompson said this project will also require an EIS and an archeological dig.  She explained that the treatment plant will be just over the Town line.

Next Meeting:  August 4.

Chairman Tuoti moved to adjourn the meeting at approximately 8:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

__________________________

Janice Will, Recording Secretary
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