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The Chairman called the meeting to order.  

Library Book and Plant Sale/Croton Falls Day 
Susie Thompson said that, for the Book and Plant Sale, she thought they would just set up a single table for the Historical Society, the Historic Preservation Commission and the Town Historian and have some of the booklets about designating historic landmarks.  

Gail Pantezzi suggested they also offer the booklets with the Mike Bonelli drawings for sale, adding that she has plenty of them.


Ms. Thompson said they should have one person each from the Historical Society and the HPC to volunteer to be at the library sale.

David Talbot said he would be there for the morning on May 9, and Marcia Rockwood said she would cover the afternoon portion of the event.

Debby Moore said she will be there to represent the Historical Society.

Chairman Tuoti said he will try to be available for Croton Falls Day on June 7, and Ms. Thompson said she will bring things to display.  
David Talbot thought it would be a good thing to display one of the landmark plaques, and it was agreed to bring the plaque for the Brockmeyer house.

Ms. Moore suggested they also tell people when the plaque will be presented.

The Chairman said he will call Chris Brockmeyer about setting a date.

Cable Barn Roof
Chairman Tuoti told the group that he and Ms. Thompson spoke to Supervisor Lucas about the Cable Barn roof, and the Supervisor said the Town will replace it.  

The Chairman said it has been determined that the fascia boards and possible some of the structure underneath the roof will also need to be replaced.  There is an estimate of $9000 for asphalt roofing, excluding the cost of the other work, and it has been said that a metal roof would run around $20,000.  Chairman Tuoti commented that that would be too expensive.  He suggested the HPC look at the situation and help with filling out the Certificate of Appropriateness application.
Gail Pantezzi said she was surprised to hear that a metal roof would be so much more expensive than asphalt, but she would not object to the use of asphalt.

Brue Buchholtz said he will be receiving samples of asphalt and imitation slate roof tiles which he will show to the other HPC members.

Ms. Pantezzi said even imitation slate is expensive, but Mr. Buchholtz said it is less expensive than metal.

Mr. Buchholtz asked if the original roof on the Cable Barn was slate, and Ms. Pantezzi replied that she knows it was, because there are shards and bits of slate on the ground all around the barn.  She commented that the Town will certainly not pay for a slate roof.
Ms. Pantezzi said it will be important to choose the right color for asphalt roof tiles, and an unvariegated dark brown would probably be best on the buff-colored barn.  
Ms. Thompson said she felt it was not a good time to press the Town to spend any more than necessary.

The members spoke about the existing wood shingle roof on the barn, and the Chairman commented that it would not be a practical replacement because it requires a lot of maintenance.

Ms. Pantezzi agreed, adding that the Town can’t be expected to care for a wood shingle roof.

The Chairman asked if the HPC could recommend a specific shingle to the Supervisor, and Ms. Thompson answered that she thought they could.

Ms. Moore suggested they look at a product called “Shangle”, which is similar to slate.

Ms. Thompson said they should ask for estimates for asphalt and Shangle.

Steve LaRocca commented that asphalt can look like wood or not if it is monochromatic.

Chairman Tuoti asked if the Cable Barn should be done to match Ms. Pantezzi’s house (the Stebbins B. Quick House), because it used to belong to the same property and matched the house once.

Mr. Talbot said they could do that; and then when the barn is due to be painted, it can be painted to match the Pantezzi house.  The group agreed to make this recommendation.

Ms. Thompson suggested they ask to see 3 estimates, but the Chairman pointed out that it is up to the Town and not the HPC to get estimates.

Ms. Pantezzi said the HPC could say they are concerned about the expense but would like to see the cost differential between slate, metal and asphalt roofing.

Chairman Tuoti said the HPC is only supposed to tell the Town what kind of shingle is wanted/price is not their concern.

Ms. Thompson said they should just ask to see samples of tiles to match Ms. Pantezzi’s house (black) so that the barn may eventually be painted the same color (yellow).

Chairman Tuoti said he will write to Supervisor Lucas stating that the HPC is agreeable to the use of asphalt shingle and ask that a color matching the roof on the Stebbins B. Quick House be employed.  If they decide to paint in the future, the HPC would recommend that it be done to match the house.
Meeting Minutes: January 14, 2009
Chairman Tuoti asked for a motion to approve the January 14 meeting minutes.

Motion:
Gail Pantezzi

Second:
Marcia Rockwood

January 14, 2009 meeting minutes approved.

Meeting re Framing of Mike Bonelli Drawings
The Chairman stated that he and Ms. Thompson met with former Supervisor Greenwood about having the Mike Bonelli drawings framed, and the Supervisor said the Town would not pay for the work.  When they pointed out that the HPC had earned most of the money needed from booklet sales, he said it is not a good time to do it.  The Supervisor also asked where all the framed drawings would be put/displayed.  

It was agreed that it is not a good time to be requesting funding, and Chairman Tuoti asked for a motion to put off the HPC’s request for framing for a year.

Motion:
Debby Moore

Second:
Bruce Buchholtz

Framing request tabled for a year.

Joe Berger Visit/Article

Ms. Pantezzi said that, first of all, the wrong photograph was used with the article (one including the Margaret M. Mahoney House should have been used).
Mr. Buchholtz said Ms. Pantezzi felt the article inferred that the HPC had not been active previously but was suddenly reinvigorated of late.  Mr. Buchholtz said he wanted to apologize to any one who felt slighted by the article.
Ms. Pantezzi said Mr. Buchholtz was not to blame for anything.  She stated that reporters have a will of their own, and Mr. Berger seemed not to want to write an article just about the Mahoney House.  He then proceeded to make it seem as though the HPC’s goal is to stop development.
Ms. Thompson said she thought Mr. Berger had preconceived notions about the HPC but became enthused after talking to them.  She agreed with Ms. Rockwood that the article could have been worse.  

Ms. Pantezzi said she is generally dissatisfied with the media.

Ms. Moore commented that Mr. Berger will come back again, and he will do a better job next time.

Ms. Pantezzi said it is important to tell him of their dissatisfaction with the existing article and photo. 

The Chairman asked if the Commission wants to send Mr. Berger a letter.  

Ms. Moore advised against doing so, and the other agreed with her.

Ms. Pantezzi said that if the HPC invites him back, they can tell Mr. Berger then how they feel (that the article left the wrong impression about the HPC being anti-development) and ask what he seeks to achieve in writing another article.

Ms. Thompson said they should wait until they have something exciting to call Mr. Berger about.
Mr. Buchholtz asked if the HPC is going to pursue establishment of an historic district, and Mr. Talbot said that would be a good time to invite Mr. Berger to come again.

It was agreed not to do anything further regarding Mr. Berger.

Next HPC Projects

The Chairman asked if the group wants to pursue historic districts like Purdys and Croton Falls.

Ms. Thompson pointed out that Purdys would be a logical place to start, because there is support there/a number of people are interested, and there are already 3 designated landmarks.
Ms. Rockwood said she is looking into how other towns have done this, and she has information from South Salem about their Special Character Overlay District already.

Ms. Thompson suggested that when the HPC presents the Mahoney House plaque to the Brockmeyers they close the street and invite lots of people.   She commented that it will be an opportunity to provide a rallying point for people.
The Chairman said he will speak to Mr. Brockmeyer about a date for the presentation, and everyone agreed that the second half of May would be a good time.

Meeting with/Letter from Julian Adams, NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation

The group discussed points raised in Mr. Adams’ letter, including a comparison of the Town’s Landmark and Historic Preservation law with the model law used by the State as a benchmark for entering the Certified Local Government program.

Areas that do not fit with State concepts include membership criteria, demolition/relocating of landmarks, and appeals.
Ms. Thompson suggested appointing a sub-committee to study Mr. Adams’ letter versus local law, and the Chairman asked Ms. Pantezzi to do it.

Chairman Tuoti stated that the CLG program offers small grants, and Ms. Thompson added that they also provide legal assistance.

Ms. Pantezzi agreed to look at Mr. Adams’ comments about North Salem laws, adding that it is good to reconsider laws from time to time.  She will report at the next meeting (May 5). 

Town Planning Maps with HPC Input

Ms. Thompson said the completed Comprehensive Plan map with overlays is nearly finished, and the HPC will be able to see it soon.  She added that she told Cynthia Curtis that the HPC would like 2 hard copies.

Mr. Talbot commented that it would be a nice thing to display at their table at the Library sale, but Ms. Thompson said it will not be finished in time.  

There were no more agenda items to discuss, but Ms. Thompson told the group about a magazine called Over the Front that the Chairman contributes to, and she handed around a copy.

Chairman Tuoti said the magazine is about World War I aviation, and he explained how he met a museum curator in Italy who contributed to the article in the magazine.

Ms. Thompson then showed the HPC an 1855 map of Elizabeth Delancey’s farm in 1855 where the Meldrum farm once was and the winery is now.  
Ms. Thompson passed around some wonderful aerial photographs of the area, taken in 1951.  She gave several to the Chairman, as his house is in some of the photos.  
Next was a photo montage that Ms. Moore identified as pictures of the old Hauserman house on Mills Road.

The Chairman told the others that if there is ever anything they think should be on an HPC agenda, they should just e-mail it to him.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50.

Respectfully submitted,

__________________________

Janice Will, Recording Secretary
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