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ALSO PRESENT:

Janice Will, Recording Secretary

The Chairman called the meeting to order and asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the November 18, 2008 meeting.

Motion:
Gail Pantezzi

Second:
Debby Moore

November 18, 2008 minutes unanimously approved.

Ms. Moore said the HPC was required to appoint a chairperson and vice chairperson for 2009.  This was discussed for a few minutes, and then motions were made to nominate a chairperson and vice chairperson.

Francis Tuoti for Chairman:

Motion:
Debby Moore

Second:
Gail Pantezzi

The Members voted unanimously to name Mr. Tuoti as their Chairman.

Bruce Buchholtz for Vice Chairman:

Motion:
Debby Moore

Second:
Gail Pantezzi

The Members voted unanimously to name Mr. Buchholtz as Vice Chairman.

Chairman Tuoti said he spoke to Muriel Brooks (owner of the Decker House), and she invited him to come for tea.  Ms. Brooks apparently spoke to another relative of the original owners of the house who disagreed with the date provided by Patricia Thomas.  The Chairman said that while he thinks the date on the plaque displayed on the house is wrong, he doesn’t know which of the other dates suggested is correct.  He went on to say that it was interesting to talk with Ms. Brooks, and she has old photographs of her house.  Chairman Tuoti said he will follow up with Ms. Brooks to try and determine the correct date for the Decker House.
The Chairman stated that after calling and e-mailing, he was informed by the Supervisor’s office that the roof of the Cable Barn will be fixed in the spring.

Ms. Pantezzi commented that it is silly not to look inside and check for leaks now.

Ms. Moore said Drew Outhouse, Superintendent of Highways, would have access to the barn.

Ms. Pantezzi stated that she will call Mr. Outhouse.  She said a plastic tarp could be put up if there is leaking inside the barn, and she added that Mr. Outhouse is always very helpful.
Regarding the money contributed to the Town from the sale of the HPC’s booklet of drawings by Mike Bonelli, Ms. Pantezzi said they have raised $475, which they should inform the Town Board of.
The Chairman said he has not been able to speak to Supervisor Greenwood, so Susie Thompson suggested that she and Chairman Tuoti just go over to his office and see him.

Chairman Tuoti said they will do that.  He mentioned that he spoke to Chris Brockmeyer about the presentation of the plaque for his house, and Mr. Brockmeyer said he would prefer to wait until the weather is warmer.  They also spoke about historic districts.
The Chairman said the luncheon meeting with Joe Berger of the New York Times was a good one.  Mr. Berger brought a photographer (Alan Zale) with him.  Chairman Tuoti explained that the HPC originally thought to invite Mr. Berger to the presentation of the Brockmeyer plaque but after Mr. Buchholtz spoke to him, he became interested in the overall history of the Town and the groups who contribute to preserving historic sites and information.  After the meeting, a group drove Messrs. Berger and Zale around Town, pointing out the Brockmeyer house in Purdys.
Ms. Moore commented that Mr. Berger was quite taken with Purdys.

Chairman Tuoti said Mr. Berger’s assignment is Westchester, although he covers a wider area sometimes.  He is currently writing an article about libraries, and he was recently in Ridgefield, CT to work on that.    

Ms. Thompson commented that Mr. Berger did a piece on Timothy Geithner recently, and also one about health care in emergency rooms.

The Chairman said the photographer told him the North Salem article will be part of Mr. Berger’s column in the Sunday Westchester section, probably the week after next.  Chairman Tuoti said he found Mr. Berger interesting.  
The group commented that North Salem usually ends up sounding like a town just for the well-to-do, and Mr. Berger seemed surprised by Purdys.
Ms. Pantezzi asked where else the group took Mr. Berger, and Ms. Thompson said they showed him the Keeler Lane Bridge, Keeler Homestead, Baxter Road and Delancey Road.

Mr. Berger was informed that the HPC is still designating historic properties.  He was given a copy of the Brockmeyer application and the HPC booklet, and Cynthia Curtis will send him the local law.

Next, the HPC discussed the computer-generated version of the Certificate of Appropriateness application prepared by Cynthia Curtis for inclusion on the Town’s new website.

Ms. Pantezzi noted that the form is missing Town of North Salem at the top, and the Chairman said he will ask Ms. Curtis to insert the information.

Ms. Thompson said it is more important to have the application for landmark designation on the website.

It was agreed that the C of A should be looked over for editing at a later date, and the Chairman said they would table the issue for the time being.

Ms. Pantezzi commented that if the Town wants to change the roofing material of the Cable Barn from wood shingle to something else, they will need to file with the HPC before making the change.

Chairman Tuoti stated that he wanted to discuss what the HPC will do in 2009, and he asked if there are any particular projects that people want to work on.

Ms. Pantezzi stated that they will have a speaker at the end of the month to explain how to certify North Salem’s local historic landmark laws.  She commented that certification enables the Town to qualify for State funds, so she thought that would be a goal for 2009.

Ms. Thompson gave the details about the presentation:  Julian Adams at Lobdell House in the morning on January 28.  She said she had heard him speak before, and she added that very few local laws are certified.
Ms. Pantezzi said the HPC’s forms have been revised to fit with NYS requirements (hardship criteria), and they will need to provide biographical information on its members so that the State can see that they are qualified.

Ms. Thompson commented that they must have one architect (Steve LaRocca), but they may also be required to have a realtor on the HPC.

Ms. Pantezzi said she is in favor of getting the local law certified, because they will have a better change of receiving State funds.  

Ms. Thompson suggested they e-mail questions for Mr. Adams to the Chairman ahead of the presentation, and then see how everyone feels about certification afterwards.
Regarding promotion of historic designation, the Chairman said that Mr. Brockmeyer told him when they spoke that several property-owners in Purdys seem interested in having their homes designated historic landmarks and might also like to see an historic district designated.
Ms. Thompson said the HPC should raise the subject when they make the plaque presentation to Mr. Brockmeyer, as other neighborhood residents may be present.

The secretary told the group that the Town will have an open house on Saturday, February 7, and Ms. Thompson said she would try to be on campus that day to speak to anyone interested in historic preservation.

Ms. Thompson said the HPC has an opportunity now that they have completed their research for the Comprehensive Plan Committee.  She said they could write to 20 property owners and tell them about the HPC survey, noting their properties, and ask if they are interested in historic designation.

Ms. Rockwood asked if the HPC has any plan for historic districts.
The Chairman and Ms. Thompson said they would start with Purdys and the Brockmeyer plaque presentation.

Debby Moore commented that they do not have guidelines for designation of historic districts yet.

The Chairman said he did not know how such a district would be designated.

Ms. Pantezzi said the Town Board decides after the HPC makes a recommendation.  She added that she did not think the Town Board would go against much opposition in a district.  Ms. Pantezzi said that in the past, the HPC felt a minimum of 75% interest in a district would be necessary to make a recommendation.  She said the State may have a model district description that the HPC could tell people about, as well as pointing out existing historic districts in other towns (Bedford).

Ms. Thompson suggested the HPC also promote the idea of historic designation at the Croton Falls Day coming up in June.

Ms. Thompson told the others that someone involved in adult education proposed a series of lectures on the history of North Salem.  Martin Aronchick said it was poorly received by the Historical Society, but they did get a few people willing to speak.

Ms. Moore said John Vassak told her it is a lot of work and requires a curriculum.  She commented that people would be paying to study the local history, so it is a serious commitment.
Chairman Tuoti agreed, saying a plan must be formatted in order to make a presentation of 45 minutes to 1 hour in duration.

Ms. Thompson said Mr. Aronchick is determined to pursue the idea, and the school is definitely gong to offer the course.

Ms. Moore said the Historical Society could do their own presentations that would not be part of an offering by the school.

Ms. Pantezzi said that was a nice idea, adding that it could be both interesting and fun.

Changing the subject, Ms. Thompson stated that the archeologists working re the Marriott site in Croton Falls will be making a required public presentation on March 22 at 3 p.m. at the library.

Noting there was no further business to discuss, the Chairman asked Ms. Thompson to show the other HPC members how she has arranged their files in her new office.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

_____________________________

Janice Will, Recording Secretary
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