HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES

November 18, 7:30 p.m.  

The Annex 

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Francis Tuoti, Chairman





Bruce Buchholtz




David Talbot




Debby Moore





Gail Pantezzi





Susie Thompson
MEMBERS ABSENT:
Marcia Rockwood





Steve LaRocca

ALSO PRESENT:

Janice Will, Recording Secretary

The Chairman called the meeting to order and announced that Susie Thompson has the new plaque for the Brockmeyer house, adding that he spoke to Mr. Brockmeyer about making a presentation at his home.  Mr. Brockmeyer responded that he will speak to his wife about a convenient Saturday date.
Gail Pantezzi suggested notifying the newspaper, and Bruce Buchholtz said he can get in touch with the local New York Times correspondent.  

Chairman Tuoti suggested inviting the Supervisor, and Mr. Buchholtz suggested that they might invite the whole Town Board.

Ms. Pantezzi commented that publicity would be good for drawing attention to the Historic Preservation Commission/what they do and possibly interest others in seeking historic designation of their homes.
The Chairman said he will follow up with Mr. Brockmeyer regarding a presentation date in either December or January.

Susie Thompson passed around the plaque with the new font, and the Chairman commented that it looked very nice.

Chairman Tuoti said the group would discuss the new chimney for the White Elephant next.  He stated that the HPC reviewed the application at the October meeting, and now Debby Moore has provided photos of the existing chimney and samples of the materials to be used.  
Going over the materials to be used, the Chairman said the new chimney will have a steel pipe inside it connected to a new furnace.  He added that the exterior of the chimney will be a pointed brick veneer.

All those present agreed that the sample of the brick veneer was acceptable.

The Chairman said the new chimney will be slightly taller than the existing one and have a slate shelf at the top.

There were no questions about the chimney.

Approval of the chimney replacement as described in the Certificate of                   Appropriateness application -  

Motion by:

Gail Pantezzi

Seconded by:
Bruce Buchholtz

The White Elephant chimney replacement was unanimously approved.

Acceptance of the minutes of the October 22 meeting -
Motion by:

David Talbot

Seconded by:
Bruce Buchholtz

Minutes unanimously accepted.

Ms. Pantezzi (away for 6 weeks prior to this meeting) said she was aware that there had been no response from Supervisor Paul Greenwood to Chairman Tuoti’s letter requesting repairs to the Cable Barn roof.

The Chairman said the Supervisor had not responded to a written budget request either, adding that it has since been learned that the Supervisor prefers to communicate via e-mail.  Chairman Tuoti said he spoke to Marion LaFranco, Assistant to the Supervisor, who informed him that the Supervisor said there was no money available and nothing would be done about the Cable Barn.  The Chairman later pointed out to another person in the Supervisor’s office that the Town is legally obligated to maintain any historic landmarks that they own.  Chairman Tuoti suggested to Ms. LaFranco that someone just take a look at the Cable Barn to see assess the situation/see what needs to be done.  The Supervisor’s response was that someone will look at the Cable Barn in the spring.

Ms. Pantezzi said a gap at the ridgeline clearly indicates that the roof is separated, and it is important to find out if it is leaking inside the barn.  She suggested that a partial repair could be made now, leaving the rest of the work to be done in the spring.  Ms. Pantezzi commented that the previous administration knew that the roof needs to be repaired.
Ms. Pantezzi further stated that the roof should not be replaced with wood shingles because they are expensive and do not last.  She said the original roof was probably slate and was later replaced with metal, which she thought would be the best choice now.   Commenting that the HPC’s approval will be needed for the repairs, Ms. Pantezzi said they should work with the Town.  
Mr. Buchholtz said that laminate shingles look like wood but are not and would hold up.  

The group expressed dismay that both of the Chairman’s letters to the Supervisor and e-mails sent to the Supervisor by Ms. Thompson were unanswered.  
Ms. Thompson said she spoke to someone about the budget request letter; and when the Supervisor said he had never seen the letter, it transpired that it had been placed in a mail folder that the Supervisor and his assistant were unaware of.

The Chairman said he would call Ms. LaFranco and ask for a meeting with the Supervisor.

Ms. Pantezzi and Ms. Thompson said they must still have a response in writing and suggested sending a confirmation of whatever is agreed upon to the Supervisor for his signature.

Regarding the $4000 budget request which was eventually responded to with an offer of $1000, Ms. Pantezzi said the money to frame the Mike Bonelli drawings has already been contributed to the Town from the sale of the HPC booklets.  She said she will check her records to see what the amount is, and then the HPC can let the Town Board know.
Chairman Tuoti said he will send another letter to the Supervisor and then request a meeting.

The discussion advanced to the subject of responsibility for plaques, and Mr. Talbot said he would take on the job.  

Ms. Thompson said someone needs to call on Muriel Brooks, owner of the Decker House in Croton Falls, to explain why the HPC wants to replace her plaque with a new one/different date, and also to measure the current plaque so one with the same dimensions can be ordered.  
It was decided that the Chairman should speak to Ms. Brooks.  

Ms. Thompson told the others that a Croton Falls Day is being planned for a Sunday in June.  Town organizations will participate, demonstrations will be given, the Police and Fire Departments will be there, etc.  Ms. Thompson suggested it will be an opportunity for the HPC to do something.   
Regarding the map for the Comprehensive Plan Committee, Ms. Thompson explained to Ms. Pantezzi that a list of all the Town roads corresponds to marks on the map.
The Chairman said that everyone contributed, but Ms. Thompson deserved praise because she did a lot more work.

Ms. Thompson said she had help from Ms. Moore, adding that she and Ms. Moore highlighted roads of historic interest after the last HPC meeting.  Now the map/lists have gone to the CPC, but it can still be added to in the future.  Ms. Thompson stated that they should delineate the potential historic districts, and the Chairman suggested they do it at the meeting.
The HPC members decided to stay a while to work on the maps, and the secretary was excused at 8:30.

Respectfully submitted,

___________________________

Janice Will, Recording Secretary
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