HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

PUBLIC HEARING/MEETING MINUTES

September 24, 7:30 p.m.  

Delancey Hall Conference Room 

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Francis Tuoti, Chairman





Bruce Buchholtz




David Talbot




Debby Moore





Steve LaRocca




Susie Thompson
MEMBERS ABSENT:
Gail Pantezzi





Marcia Rockwood

ALSO PRESENT:

Martin Aronchick, CPC Member





Janice Will, Recording Secretary

Chairman Tuoti called the meeting to order and stated that the HPC needed to discuss some problems with the Brockmeyer plaque.  He said the caster is willing to re-do the plaque.
Handing the plaque around, Susie Thompson explained that there is a problem with the font which she feels is unacceptable.  She pointed out that some letters are dropped and the zeros are tilted.  Ms. Thompson said this happened on the Rockwood plaque also, although Ms. Rockwood thought it was merely part of the plaque design.  Ms. Thompson stated that the Brockmeyer plaque should be re-done, adding that the caster has 500 fonts to choose from.  The caster recommended 3 fonts.

David Talbot commented that they should choose a standard font for all plaques.

Ms. Thompson said a font called “Raleigh” looks most like what has been used in the past, and Steve LaRocca said that one was his preference of the 3.

Ms. Thompson said she liked a font called “Company”.

The Members passed the samples around and discussed the different fonts.  It was agreed to have the plaque re-done using a font called “Latin”.

Motion:
Bruce Buchholtz

Seconded:
Debby Moore

The HPC members voted unanimously to request the “Latin” font for the Brockmeyer and Rockwood plaques.

Chairman Tuoti said that in a discussion about the Brockmeyer plaque Ms. Thompson suggested the HPC make a presentation to the Brockmeyers and invite Supervisor Greenwod.  The Chairman said this was a good way to make the Supervisor aware of what the HPC is doing.

David Talbot suggested the Town Board be invited to the presentation also.

The Chairman agreed, saying he will call the Supervisor to invite him and the Town Board once the new plaque has been received.  He commented that it will be good for people to recognize what the Town does regarding historic sites.
It was agreed to get in touch with Lisa Ganga of the Journal News as well.  The Chairman said a good write-up might encourage more residents to have their homes designated as historic landmarks.

Chairman Tuoti asked if everyone had their map work done, and most Members were at least nearly finished.  

The Chairman stated that they should discuss what kind of key to use as a reference for the marks on the map.  He also said there is too much work in putting all the marks on a single map at the meeting, adding that Ms. Thompson and Ms. Rockwood said they will do the job (with assistance from Debby Moore and Chairman Tuoti).

Ms. Thompson showed the map and photographs taken by Gail Pantezzi to Martin Aronchick of the Comprehensive Plan Committee.  She explained that Ms. Pantezzi used red stars for houses and barns and black stars for other historic properties.
Ms. Thompson said she made up a key with pictures, but she didn’t think it worked very well.  She commented that it might be better to use different colors to denote different types of potential historic landmarks.

Mr. Aronchick said that for the CPC’s purposes, a detailed key would be important for better understanding of what is marked on the map.  He added that this would be useful for the Planning Board in the future when they consider site development plan applications.  Mr. Aronchick said he thought the detail in Ms. Thompson’s map/key was good.  

Ms. Thompson said she wanted to show that more than buildings are worth noting.

Mr. LaRocca said he thought a list with corresponding numbers or colors would be sufficient.

Mr. Talbot suggested keeping to 3 or 4 major categories, and Ms. Thompson agreed, saying that would be easier to work with.

Chairman Tuoti said the map might become rather busy-looking; but a corresponding list or key with just a few divisions would be helpful.  He said he would prefer to use numbers or letters rather than colors.

The members discussed non-building points of interest, like the sites of former schools, and Mr. Aronchick said he thought there would be interest in such sites.  He said people would also be interested in cemeteries and roads.

Ms. Thompson said she has a list of all the roads in Town; the Members just needed to decide which to include on the map.  She stated that once the group decided on what kind of key they want to use, she, Marcia and Debby will put it together.

(Some members included street addresses and owner names, and some used the tax map sheet/block/lot for identification.)  Mr. Aronchick said the CPC won’t need more than the map and key initially, but they would like more detail for written documentation at a later date.  
The Chairman suggested using letters for categories and numbers for sites within each category, i.e. “S” for school and “S-1, S-2”, etc. for multiple school sites.

Mr. LaRocca suggested using 6 letters for categories:

· R-road

· S-site

· H-house

· B-barn/agricultural building

· C-church

· O-other (to include a list)

Chairman Tuoti asked Mr. Aronchick if he thought those were enough category divisions.

Mr. Aronchick replied that he did.  He said the marks will show up graphically on the map, and the key will provide a back-up list of descriptions.

Ms. Thompson asked if the final map will be in color, and Mr. Aronchick responded that he thinks so, and he will look into it.

Mr. Aronchhick asked the HPC to get their map organized and provide it to the CPC as soon as possible.  He said people will become interested in historic sites when they see the map.

Chairman Tuoti said he liked Mr. LaRocca’s suggestion.

Ms. Moore asked how they will indicate a potential historic district, and Ms. Thompson responded that they can outline the area and note “possible historic district”.
It was agreed that individual sites within the potential historic districts should still be noted on the map.  

The Chairman suggested they include a rectangle in the key called potential historic district, with a corresponding list (Purdys, Croton Falls, etc.).

Mr. Aronchick asked about roads, and it was agreed that roads would come under “O” (other) in the key.  The Members discussed how to delineate roads of interest on the map. 
Ms. Thompson said she thought using a color would work, and others mentioned using a dotted line next to the road.   She asked the group to go through the list of Town roads and choose those to be delineated as historic.  (List attached at end of meeting minutes)
Chairman Tuoti said any road on the old historical map of Town should be included.

The Members who were still working on their maps agreed to try and get them to Ms. Thompson within a week.  She said she would begin working on the key in the meantime.

Ms. Moore explained to Mr. Talbot the location of a mile marker within the area he is covering, near the junction of Routes 121 and 116.

Chairman Tuoti invited Ms. Thompson to call him if she needs help with the key or the map.  He suggested they follow up at a later date with photographs for their own HPC records.

Mr. Aronchick commented that the HPC has done a lot of work, and he said they will have a great encyclopedia of information with photographs that might be turned into a saleable publication in the future.

The Chairman said he will submit a letter to the Town Board with a budget request for 2009 based on what was discussed at the August meeting.  
The secretary said she will e-mail the August minutes to everyone and leave a paper copy in Ms. Thompson’s office for Ms. Moore.
Mr. LaRocca said he was concerned about the wording given to the Town in their submission to the CPC.  He suggested that it be called a survey, and individual sites might better be described as points of historical interest than as potential historic designations.

The HPC agreed to meet again on Wednesday, October 8, and the Chairman adjourned the meeting at 8:50.

Respectfully submitted,

__________________________

Janice Will, Recording Secretary
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