HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

PUBLIC HEARING/MEETING MINUTES

August 13, 2008, 7:30 p.m.  

Delancey Hall Conference Room 

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Francis Tuoti, Chairman





Debby Moore





Gail Pantezzi





Marcia Rockwood




Steve LaRocca

MEMBERS ABSENT:
Bruce Buchholtz




David Talbot





Susie Thompson

ALSO PRESENT:

Janice Will, Recording Secretary

Chairman Tuoti called the meeting to order and asked for a motion to accept the July 9 meeting minutes.

Gail Pantezzi suggested a change on page 3 which was noted by the secretary.

Motion by:

Gail Pantezzi

Seconded by:
Steve LaRocca

Minutes unanimously approved.

Ms. Pantezzi passed around copies of a letter from Patricia B. Thomas (granddaughter of Charles Decker), requesting numerous changes (dates, pictures used, etc.) regarding the Decker House in Croton Falls (a North Salem historic landmark).
The Members discussed the letter’s contents, and Ms. Pantezzi commented that it contains a lot of information the HPC is glad to get.
Ms. Pantezzi suggested the HPC vote to approve changing the “built” date of the Decker house from 1906 to 1912, based on the information in Ms. Thomas’ letter.

Steve LaRocca asked if the plaque on the house has an exact date or “circa” on it.

Ms. Pantezzi said she did not know, adding that some plaques do have exact dates on them.  She stated that when she was organizing the HPC booklet of all the Town’s historic landmarks, she sent the draft text for each landmark to its owners, asking for their approval and anything they wanted to add.  Ms. Pantezzi also said she included the sources of all information quoted in the booklet.
Chairman Tuoti commented that Ms. Thomas also asked that an earlier drawing of the Decker House (without dormers that were added later on) be used in any publications or displays.

The Members all agreed that every Mike Bonnelli drawing in the booklet is of the landmarks as they look today, so they will not change the drawing of the Decker House.

Ms. Pantezzi suggested that if the HPC ever produces another similar booklet, it will be good to have the additional information provided by Ms. Thomas.  
Motion to approve changing the date of the Decker House from 1906 to 1912 based on information provided by Patricia Thomas in her letter of July 14, 2008.  

Motion by:

Gail Pantezzi

Seconded by:
Debby Moore

Motion passed by unanimous vote.

The Chairman said that as long as a new plaque is needed for the Decker House, they should send back the existing plaque.

.
Ms. Moore said that Barbara Shaver, cousin of Patricia Thomas (and granddaughter of Charles Decker), will be in Town in September to attend a memorial service for Ruth Purdy Hoyt, and she asked if they could get a new plaque in time to give to her then.

Ms. Pantezzi said she thought it would take longer than that to get a new plaque.

Ms. Moore wondered if they could get the old plaque changed instead of replacing it.

The Members discussed where the information on the age of the Decker House came from, and it was suggested that they examine the HPC files and check the old Assessor’s card to see if the date is given there.  

Ms. Moore said that if the HPC used information from the Assessor’s Office, perhaps they should not change the date.  Conversely, perhaps the Assessor’s Office should be informed if they have the 1906 date and not the date of 1912 provided by Ms. Thomas.  She said she would try to find time to check the HPC files and the Assessor’s card information also.

The Chairman stated that once the date is settled on, the new plaque should be ordered.

Ms. Pantezzi said someone should speak to the current owner, Muriel Brooks, first.  

Chairman Tuoti said he will do that.  He asked that whatever information can be found is available for the September meeting so the HPC may make a decision and ask Susie Thompson to order the new plaque if necessary.  

The Chairman said he wanted to discuss the HPC’s 2009 budget, adding that he thought Ms. Pantezzi could be of help in terms of protocol.

Ms. Pantezzi said the HPC has not requested funds in the form of a budget proposal recently, but they have the right to submit an outline to the Town Board for consideration.

The following items were suggested for inclusion in a budget request:

1. Plaques - $200 each (#?).

2. Incidentals – photos taken by HPC members, maps, documents, etc. - $ ??
3. 2 additional Mike Bonnelli drawings (D.D. Smith and Margaret M. Mahoney Houses) at $300 each – $600.

4. Framing of 22 Mike Bonnelli drawings at $100 each – $2200.

5. Printing of brochure,  “Should Your Home be a Town of North Salem Historic Landmark - $250

Ms. Pantezzi suggested mentioning to the Town Board that the HPC has not requested any money in years, as they have had nearly no expenses.

Ms. Pantezzi showed the group photos of the Quick/Cable Barn next to her home on Titicus Road.  She pointed out that the roof needs to be replaced.

Ms. Moore stated that a contractor recently looked over the Town offices to see what needs replacement or repair, and a budget was prepared.
Mr. LaRocca said the Town is obligated to maintain historic landmarks that it owns.

Ms. Pantezzi suggested that the Chairman write a letter to the Supervisor about the barn, attaching her photos.  She commented that the original roof was not of wood shingles like what it has now, and the shingles have not worn well.  She said that a metal roof like one the barn had in the past might be a better choice.

Ms. Moore said perhaps the contractor could examine the inside of the roof to see what the original roof was constructed of.

Ms. Pantezzi agreed, but she also pointed out that if the original roof was slate, that would be too expensive to replace now.  She added that she and her husband offered to buy the barn from the Town once, but it just never happened.

Marcia Rockwood asked for help with the map work for the CPC.  She explained that her father has been ill, and she has had no time to go out and look for potential landmarks.  She added that she can go out and drive around, but she feels she does not have much knowledge.
Mr. LaRocca said he was finished with his segment and so could help Ms. Rockwood, and Ms. Pantezzi said she is nearly done also.

The Chairman said he and Susie Thompson have also finished their part, except that they still need to try approaching Gil Shot about the house on the Clearwater property.

Ms. Rockwood said she was supposed to do both sides of June Road.

Chairman Tuoti said he and Ms. Thompson would get together to look at June Road.

Ms. Moore said she wanted to see how the others managed their lists/maps, as she was unsure how to go about it.

The Chairman said they need to devise a system to combine their information and put all their marks on one map.

Mr. LaRocca said he marked his map with 22 numbers for houses in the northeast quadrant of Town, and the numbers correlate to a list.  He added that he took photos of most of the houses also, but he has not done property descriptions or check ownership.

The Chairman said the CPC is anxious to have the maps, but they don’t want photos, although he was glad to have them for the HPC.

Ms. Pantezzi said the HPC can keep the photos in their own files.  She explained that she made marks on her map that match up to the photographs she took.  She said she did all of Keeler Lane, although she needs to call some property-owners for permission to go on their properties/take photos of their houses.  Ms. Pantezzi also selected 4 properties on Baxter Road and covered a section of Titicus Road from 668 to Vox (restaurant).  She explained that Warren Kass gathered a lot of information on this area in the past, including completed blue forms (applications for historic landmark status) in the interest of creating an historic district.  

The Chairman reiterated that although the CPC does not want photographs, they will be a great resource for the HPC.

Ms. Pantezzi stated that she also did photo documentation of all of Baxter Road, showing what is seen as one continues down the road.
Ms. Moore commented that Cynthia Curtis is preparing a “then and now” book for the Historical Society, and she suggested that perhaps the Historic Preservation Commission could do something like that also.  

Ms. Pantezzi said she needs someone to go with her to a section of Titicus Road, because the road is dangerous there.
Ms. Moore asked Ms. Pantezzi how she knew where to put the marks on her map, and Ms. Pantezzi replied that she compared the quadrant map to the tax map to get exactly the right locations.

Ms. Pantezzi said she also took photographs of the Hammond Museum, adding that she wants to speak to them about historic designation of the house.
Ms. Rockwood asked if she could take another week to finish her part of the mapping, and the Chairman said they may all take as much time as they need.

Chairman Tuoti said he told Ms Curtis that they are not finished yet, and he pointed out that they have not seen David Talbot’s contribution yet.

Ms. Moore said she and Bruce Buchholtz have not had time to do their mapping yet either.

The Chairman said the next HPC meeting should be on September 10.  Those present agreed to the meeting date.

Ms. Moore asked what format she should use for her contribution to the mapping, and it was agreed that Mr. LaRocca’s numbering system is a good one.

Ms. Pantezzi said there is a carriage step stone in front of Vox that bears noting.  

Chairman Tuoti said there is another near M & T Bank.

Ms. Pantezzi said it would be nice to have signs to point these out to people and explain what they are.

Ms. Moore said the turnstile in front of Ms. Rockwood’s property is another example of something worth pointing out.

The Chairman asked if there was any other business to discuss, and Ms. Moore said she was recently at the old Tuttle house on Mills Road now owned by Nini Marceca.  She said that Tuttle’s gravestone is there, leaning against the relocated outhouse behind the step barn.  She said she did not know where the actual grave is, but it is on the property somewhere.  Ms. Moore said only 2 parts of the original 3-part step barn remain, and the outhouse is in serious disrepair.  

Ms. Pantezzi said the HPC could send Ms. Marceca a letter about the historical value of the gravestone and the outhouse.
Ms. Moore explained how, when Mr. Tuttle was still alive, the back section of the step barn was removed with the idea of attaching it to the house as an addition.  The barn section turned out to be too old and fragile to use that way, so it was just torn down.  Ms. Moore commented that old barns all around Town are falling down, and she would like to find a way to convince people to take care of them.  She said Ms. Marceca has some of her deceased husband’s favorite antique vehicles stored in the step barn.

Ms. Pantezzi said they should go and see Ms. Marceca, and she suggested that the Historical Society could take care of the tombstone.   

Chairman Tuoti adjourned the meeting at 9:10.

Respectfully submitted,

__________________________

Janice Will, Recording Secretary 
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