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(Before the official start of the meeting, Susie Thompson handed out copies of the brochure she did up, “Should Your Home be a Town of North Salem Historic Landmark?”.  Some suggestions for changes were made.)
Chairman Tuoti stated that the HPC is not currently reviewing any applications, but they are looking around Town for roads, properties, etc. that might be worthy of historic designation.  He said he conducted a visual survey with Susie Thompson.

Susie Thompson said she thinks they have until September to complete their search.  She commented that Debby Moore ad Bruce Buchholtz have been out looking around, and she suggested that they try to get permission from some owners to go onto their property for a better look.

David Talbot said photographs of potential landmarks would be useful.

Ms. Thompson said they may take photos from the road, as permission would be needed to go onto people’s property/that could be time-consuming.  She went on to say that she would love to have photographs for the Historian’s files, and maybe it would be possible to continue photo-walks after they have provided initial information to the Comprehensive Plan Committee about potential landmarks.

Debby Moore showed the group an album of copies of photographs taken in 1936, and Ms. Thompson said she would love to have both old and current pictures of houses.
Marcia Rockwood asked how many properties are under consideration.

Ms. Thompson said it would be hard to say because the Members are all looking at different areas.  She explained that the HPC has been asked to put marks on maps to indicate potential landmarks.  She said they should provide the property address and owner’s name.

The Chairman said that the HPC should later sort the possibilities by priority for themselves and consider approaching the owners of the top 10 sites.

Ms. Rockwood asked about the buildings on the Town office campus, and Ms. Thompson said only Delancey Hall is a designated landmark.

Gail Pantezzi commented that the Town Board did not want the other 2 buildings designated in the past, but perhaps the HPC should write to the new Board and suggest it.

Chairman Tuoti said the HPC should use the meeting time to look at what has been done so far in the visual survey of the Town.

Mr. Talbot said he and Ms. Pantezzi were not present at the last meeting, and he asked what the quadrants are.
Steve LaRocca said they may work on the north and south sides of the eastern quadrant along with him.

Ms. Pantezzi said the HPC should include cemeteries for landmarking, and she added that they might consider NYS mile markers also.

Ms. Thompson agreed, adding that the Chairman is interested in an odd structure with a rock out-cropping that they have not been able to see yet, because it is on private property.  Regarding the mile-markers, she said they might be able to list all the markers as a group.  

Ms. Thompson suggested they have their lists of what has potential in their quadrants, including location/address and owners’ names where appropriate and marked on their maps, for the next meeting.  She said they should include any roads they think are appropriate also.

Chairman Tuoti commented that any roads that would have been part of Revolutionary War routes would be noteworthy.

Ms. Pantezzi said reading the historic road law would explain how to go about designating a road, adding that it is not difficult.

Ms. Thompson said it would be fairly easy to come up with a list of roads, i.e. Dingle Ridge Road, Bloomer Road, Cat Ridge Road, Keeler Lane.

The Chairman asked if they would list cemeteries by the person whose quadrant they are in, and Ms. Thompson said that made sense.

Ms. Moore said anyone interested could obtain a copy of “Burial Grounds of North Salem” from the Historical Society.  To help the Members understand what criteria are involved in designating roads, she read the historic road law aloud
Chairman Tuoti said he would include a little natural stone bridge in the woods by the Reservoir, across the road from Delancey Road.   

Ms. Rockwood asked how roads are protected if they are designated historic landmarks.
Ms. Pantezzi said that if the Town wanted to straighten or widen a road, they would first need permission from the HPC to do the work.  If something about a road is deemed unsafe, the Town, County or State may correct the situation without obtaining permission from the Commission.

Ms. Thompson asked if the HPC has the authority to designate a State or County road.

Ms. Pantezzi said the State or County would have to be consulted and invited to the public hearing, but it is certainly possible.  

Ms. Thompson said the HPC probably couldn’t fight installation of a traffic light on a designated road because of the safety issue.

Ms. Pantezzi explained the effectiveness of speed cameras used in England that automatically ticket speeders.

Ms. Thompson asked if the group should pursue St. James Church again, and Ms. Pantezzi responded that she thinks it is a good idea to approach the churches in Town.

Ms. Moore said she and Bruce Buchholtz looked at the former Englehardt property on Route 116, and the old Purdys Methodist church is still there.  
Chairman Tuoti asked if there could come a time when the Town has so many historic landmarks that they lose their significance.

Ms. Moore said she thought it would be good to have a large number of landmarks so they could be protected, and Ms. Thompson added that she didn’t think there would be too many.

Mr. LaRocca stated that Lewisboro has 100 designated historic landmarks.

Ms. Pantezzi said she has never seen a plaque on a house in Lewisboro, but Ms. Moore said they are there, but they’re small.

Mr. LaRocca said he did not think they should designate every old house in Town but only those that are special in some way.
Ms. Moore described a little house on Route 116 that may not look special, but it is one of the few 1920’s Sears kit houses remaining in Town, and Ms. Pantezzi agreed that it might be significant.  

Ms. Thompson commented that the Chairman’s house is also significant even though it is not really old (1920’s), because it is unique.  She asked if the group could all agree to do their surveys the same way, i.e. marks on the map and a corresponding list with the owner, address/road name and tax map sheet block and lot.
The secretary said she could get sheet-block-and-lot information for the Commission.

The Chairman suggested that a reason be briefly given for a selection if something specific is known.

Ms. Thompson commented that there will not be time to do much research this summer before they have to hand their maps in, and she added that many properties in Town have already been researched/information is available in the Historian’s files.  She suggested they also delineate any potential historic districts.

Ms. Moore said the residents of a section of Purdys are interested in having their neighborhood declared a historic district.

The Chairman asked what percentage of residents must be in agreement, and Ms. Pantezzi said the HPC can make a recommendation to the Town Board with 75% in agreement.

Ms. Rockwood asked what the significance would be for residents who do not want a historic district, and Mr. LaRocca commented that the HPC would have to develop gudelines.  He said he felt newer houses within a historic district should have less stringent restrictions on them.  
Ms. Pantezzi said they would still need to try and limit what may be done to/with non-historical houses in a historic district.

Mr. LaRocca asked if he was correct in saying that they had decided not to go into priorities.
The Chairman said it would be too much to try and do at present for the Comprehensive Plan, and everyone agreed that prioritizing would have to wait.

Chairman Tuoti expressed interest in the former Angevine property known as “Hollow House”.  

Ms. Moore agreed that it is significant, adding that the Tibbetts library is there.  

The Chairman summarized the plan of action, adding that the aerial maps provided are very helpful.  He said the group may contact property owners if they want to/feel they have time.  Chairman Tuoti stated that he and Ms. Thompson hope to speak to Gil Shott about the house on the Clearwater property.
Ms. Moore asked the Chairman to look for a number written on a stone pillar in the basement if he is granted access to the house, because her mother told her there is a 1600’s date written there.

Ms. Thompson said she will be away for 3 weeks starting on July 19, but the Historian’s office is open during office hours if anyone wants to research anything.

The group agreed to meet again on Wednesday, August 13 and Wednesday, September 10.

Ms. Thompson said she will order a plaque for the Brockmeyer house.
It was agreed that the plaque should read “Margaret M. Mahoney House”, as that is the official designation, and a letter will be done up for the Chairman’s signature to be delivered with the plaque.

Ms. Thompson asked the Chairman to ask Tim Purdy to put up the plaques on the Purdy Homestead and the Mills House.

Ms. Moore told the group that Linda Gracie offered to show them the house at 893 Peach Lake Road.  The completely unchanged Victorian house is for sale, and a new owner could make changes if the house is not designated a landmark.

The Chairman called for a motion to approve the June 11 meeting minutes.

Motion by:

Steve LaRocca

Seconded by:
Bruce Buchholtz

Minutes approved by unanimous vote.

The official meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.  The members remained to look at the quadrant maps/decide what areas they will look at for the Comprehensive Plan.

Respectfully submitted,

__________________________

Janice Will, Recording Secretary
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