HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

PUBLIC HEARING/MEETING MINUTES

June 11, 2008, 7:30 p.m.  

Delancey Hall Conference Room 

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Francis Tuoti, Chairman
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Debby Moore




Steve LaRocca





Susie Thompson
MEMBERS ABSENT:
David Talbot





Gail Pantezzi
ALSO PRESENT:

Janice Will, Recording Secretary

Stating the date for the record, Chairman Tuoti opened the public hearing of the Brockmeyer application for designation of the Margaret M. Mahoney House as an historic landmark.  He said the Historic Preservation Commission has reviewed the application and found it satisfactory.  The Chairman stated that it was the opinion of the Commission that the house should be designated an historic landmark.
Chairman Tuoti asked for questions and comments.  There were neither questions nor comments.  

The Chairman noted that a Public Hearing Notice was posted in The Journal News, but there were no members of the public present.  It was also noted that the applicants, Xenia von Lilien Wandau and Christopher Brockmeyer, were not present.

The Chairman announced that the Commission would vote to move forward and recommend to the Town Board that they consider the recommendation at their June 24 meeting.
Motion:

Debby Moore

Seconded by:
Bruce Buchholtz

A quorum was present, as well as the Town Historian.  The Historic Preservation Commission voted unanimously to recommend the application to the Town Board.

Chairman Tuoti asked for a motion to close the public hearing.  

Motion by:

Debby Moore

Seconded by:
Bruce Buchholtz

The Members unanimously agreed to close the public hearing.

Chairman Tuoti opened the regular meeting.  He stated that he and Susie Thompson met with Cynthia Curtis that day, and she was anxious to have a map with both current and potential historic landmarks indicated on it.  The Chairman said there is an existing list of potential sites, and the HPC has been asked to see if there are others that merit addition to the list (and map).  Chairman Tuoti said the Commission should divide the Town into quadrants and go out in teams to look for houses, views, bridges, roads, etc. that would be appropriate.
Bruce Buchholtz commented that designating a view would be unique, and Ms. Thompson said the local law does not mention views.  She added that Baxter was the Town’s first designated historic road both because of its historic significance and the great views from it.

The Chairman said the Members should try to keep an open mind when they are driving around Town considering sites.  He added that they would discuss how they want to divide up into groups.  Then they will prioritize sites and add them to the map of existing landmarks and identified possibilities.  Later in time, the HPC will decide which to pursue.

Ms.Moore asked just what was being requested of the Commission.  

Ms. Thompson responded that she thought roads were of primary interest, and then other sites.  She said they should drive around looking and assign numbered rankings to places of interest that will go onto a map along with input from the Open Space Committee and other groups.  She handed out large maps of sections of the Town with existing landmarks and previously identified possibilities indicated on them.  She also provided a copy of a 1797 map with some original roads shown on it.  Ms. Thompson said there is a book of maps in the Historian’s office, which the HPC members should try to stop in to look at.

The Chairman commented that not all old roads are significant.  He stated that Delancey Road is important, because Rochambeau’s encampment during the Revolutionary War was just off it.

Ms. Thompson handed out copies of an article by Fred Warner about how local roads were named.

Chairman Tuoti thanked Ms. Thompson for her efforts.

Debby Moore told the other members the story of the Leather Man.

Ms. Thompson handed out new Historic Resource Inventory Forms provided by the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation, which will replace the Building-Structure Inventory Form previously used to apply for historic landmark status.  She also had copies of a list of criteria and suggestions for doing research into historic sites.

The Members discussed the passing of Joan Bristol and the wealth of information she kept in her home.  The Chairman offered to call Ms. Bristol’s husband to see if it would be possible to obtain the files, but Ms. Moore said Ms. Bristol had always made copies of everything so the Historical Society probably already has all the information.

The Chairman asked if the group needed to discuss anything further about Salem Hunt.   

Ms. Thompson responded that the Planning Board’s public hearing of this application was opening this evening.  She said she agreed with Mr. LaRocca that it is not the business of the HPC how developers conduct archeological studies.  Ms. Thompson added that there were inaccuracies in the report done for this developer, and she and the Chairman wrote a letter asking that the research be re-done.

Ms. Thompson stated that a letter sent to the Town was forwarded to her.  It was from people working for the owner of 60 June Road about a proposed 150-ft. cell tower to be installed at the rear of the building.  Ms. Thompson responded that the HPC wants to be involved in the process.  She spoke to someone at the State who said there is more work to do, and it has not yet even been considered that St. James Church, a potential national landmark, is diagonally across the street.  Ms. Thompson commented that St. James turned down the HPC’s request that they consider historic designation in the past.
The Chairman asked about the Croton Falls site (Highgate Woodlands), and Ms. Thompson said that archeologist is doing an excellent job, so there is nothing to worry about.  

Ms. Moore said some people want a traffic light at the corner of June and Titicus Roads.  She suggested that historic designation of St. James might help to prevent installation of the light.  

Ms. Thompson said they could speak to the minister again, but it would take time.  She showed the others a draft booklet, “Should Your Home be a Town of North Salem Historic Landmark”, and invited them to send her any changes or corrections they thought would be appropriate.  She asked if they wanted to include HPC members’ phone numbers and/or e-mail addresses.  It was decided to include contact information for the Historian and the secretary.
Chairman Tuoti said they should not finalize the booklet until the July meeting.  Hopefully David Talbot and Gail Pantezzi will also be present, and they can include the Mahoney House then.

Ms. Moore said she would like to include the booklet in the next Historical Society mailing, and the others agreed it was a good idea.

At this time the Members began to study the partial maps supplied by Ms. Thompson/ Cynthia Curtis, and they discussed what sections of Town they would look at.

Ms. Moore commented that some people in Purdys are interested in establishing an historic district, but the HPC law is somewhat daunting.

Ms. Thompson said the brochure explains the process.  

Mr. LaRocca said that the owner of a landmark property who wants to make a change needs only to file for a Certificate of Appropriateness.

Ms. Thompson said there is not time now to change the law, as the Town just wants to know which roads, structures and/or natural phenomena the HPC thinks have potential for historic designation.  

The group decided to rank potential sites with a #1 for high priority or a #2 for lower priority, making notes as they see fit.
Ms. Thompson said it would be alright to write on the maps, and she added that they could take the aerial maps offered also to help see what is on properties that cannot be seen from the road.  She also suggested to the others that they come in to her office to look at old maps previously marked with dots for interesting sites.

The Members decided which parts of Town they want to look at.

The Chairman suggested the sites also be numbered on the maps to correspond with a numbered list.  

Ms. Thompson said color-coded marks and notes on the map would be fine, because the people doing the maps for the Town will combine all the marks onto one new clean map.  
Chairman Tuoti said there would be no way to know what all the dots are without some kind of list, and Ms. Thompson said she understood/agreed.

The Chairman said they need a way to be able to tell whose map/list is whose, but Ms. Thompson said she did not think the Town would care, although the HPC might want to know.

Regarding the possible historic district in Purdys, it was agreed that Ms. Moore should highlight the perimeter and mark individual buildings as well.

Chairman Tuoti asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the May 20 meeting.

Motion by:

Debby Moore

Seconded by:
Steve LaRocca

The members voted unanimously to approve the May 20 minutes.

It was agreed to meet again on Wednesday, July 9.
At 8:50 the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

___________________________

Janice Will, Recording Secretary
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