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Chairman Tuoti opened the meeting, saying the Commission would review the Brockmeyer application for historic designation of 12 Main Street, Purdys.
Gail Pantezzi explained that Chris Brockmeyer had previously made application for landmark status, but he withdrew it in order to complete renovations and additions to the house.

The Chairman stated that the historical background provided by Mr. Brockmeyer is very thorough.  

Ms. Pantezzi said the application is different from the earlier one in that it includes architectural drawings of the house and also photographs.

Chairman Tuoti said the Board needed to decide if the house has been altered in such a way that it is still suitable for historic designation.

Susie Thompson commented that a number of people in Purdys are interested in establishing a historic district, and they already have 3 landmark properties (McKeel’s Market, Purdys Hotel, Purdys Homestead).
Steve LaRocca commented that the front of the Brockmeyer house is mostly original.  He went on to say that the addition at the back is slightly different in character, which is not uncommon.  He said the additions were sensitively done, and the trim is nice.  Mr. LaRocca stated that he felt the house would qualify for landmark status because of its position in history (one of the Purdys houses that was moved to its current location in 1900, when all the properties in the hamlet were condemned/ordered to be moved in order to protect the water quality in the reservoir.)  
Ms. Pantezzi commented that Ms. Mahoney lived her whole life in the house.

David Talbot asked if there was any way to authenticate the information provided by Mr. Brockmeyer, or if it was even necessary to do so.

Ms. Pantezzi said Mr. Brockmeyer’s sources are quoted in the application; she also didn’t think it was necessary to authenticate them.  

Ms. Thompson asked if the HPC would call the Brockmeyer home the Margaret M. Mahoney House or the Mahoney House, and Ms. Pantezzi said the HPC often uses the whole name.    

Chairman Tuoti agreed, saying that Mr. Brockmeyer could not trace the ownership back any further in time than to when Ms. Mahoney purchased it.  He asked if they would next have a public hearing of the application.

Ms. Pantezzi said they should hold a public hearing and then recommend designation of the property to the Town Board, whose members are responsible for any actual historic designation.

Ms. Pantezzi made a motion to declare the application complete and hold a public hearing, and Ms. Thompson seconded the motion.  The Members voted unanimously in favor of holding the hearing.

The Chairman asked if it would be appropriate for Mr. Brockmeyer to attend the public hearing.  

Ms. Pantezzi said he would be welcome to attend, but most applicants do not.  She further stated that the purpose of a public hearing is to give people an opportunity to voice opinions on a proposed designation.  She said the proper procedure prior to the public hearing is to notify the applicant by Certified Mail at least 15 days ahead of time, and the public hearing notice must be run in the newspaper 10 to 30 days prior to the hearing.

Chairman Tuoti said that in addition to holding a public hearing, he felt the HPC would need to meet regularly/monthly for a while, due to the number of tasks ahead of them.  

The Commission agreed to meet on the second Tuesday of each month.

Mr. LaRocca moved to hold the public hearing on Tuesday, June 10.

The Chairman seconded the motion, and the Members voted unanimously in favor.  
It was agreed to send Mr. Brockmeyer a copy of the public hearing notice as a means of indicating to him that his application is being moved forward.

Amy Rosmarin of the Town Board arrived at this time.  She introduced herself and explained that she is also with the Open Space Committee. Ms. Rosmarin said she was interested in information for the Comprehensive Plan.

Chairman Tuoti told Ms. Rosmarin that the HPC would be meeting on the second Tuesday of each month.

Ms. Rosmarin said that is the night the Town Board meets.

The Commission agreed to change the date of the public hearing to Wednesday, June 11 and their regular meetings to the second Wednesday of each month.

The Chairman said he thought the HPC should have a pamphlet explaining the Commission and the pros and cons of having one’s house declared an historic landmark.  He said such a pamphlet could be offered to the people in Purdys who are interested in having an historic district there.
Ms. Thompson said there is something like that in the files, and she offered to do a draft of an updated version.

The Chairman said he wants a nice booklet/something official-looking.

 Ms. Pantezzi suggested asking the Town for permission to use their printer.  She said any pamphlet or booklet they get should mention that there is a lot of information about historic designations on the Lions Club website, gonorthsalem.com.  She said she would like to see Chapters 130 and 131 of the Town ordinance (landmark and historic preservation and historic road preservation, respectively) made available.  

Ms. Rosmarin said the information should eventually get onto the Town website.
Ms. Pantezzi reiterated that there is a lot of information on the Lions Club website, although it needs to be updated, but she also agreed with the Chairman that something attractive, printed on card-stock would be good to hand out.

The Chairman said that in an earlier meeting with Cynthia Curtis and others he learned that the HPC may look around Town for houses that would be appropriate for historic designation and approach the property-owners.  He commented that some homeowners don’t realize they have something of historic value, which is why he wants to have some kind of hand-out.
Ms. Thompson said a blurb in the Town newsletter would be helpful too, and Ms. Pantezzi said they could have an insert.  

Ms. Thompson offered to look into having something in the newsletter.

Chairman Tuoti asked if a house must be of a certain age to be considered a landmark, and Ms. Pantezzi said even a brand-new house might be an excellent example of a certain architect’s work and would therefore be eligible.

The Chairman said that should be mentioned in the brochure.

The group discussed availability of updates and changes to the Town Code, and Ms. Rosmarin said the link on the Town website takes you to General Codes, where you can look at the Codes of many other towns as well as that of North Salem.  She seemed to think it would be updated regularly.  

The secretary made and distributed copies of Chapters 130 and 131.

The Chairman said Cynthia Curtis has a map on which the HPC identified potential historic sites in the past, and she told him she thought Mr. LaRocca had a list that ties into the map. 

Mr. LaRocca said that would be the Dick DeFrancis list, and Ms. Thompson said she just found something like that in the files in the Historian’s office.  If it’s the right list, she will make copies for the next meeting.

The Chairman asked if the list includes roads, and Ms. Thompson said roads are on another list that she has.

Debby Moore commented that the Historical Society has a bulletin called something like ”What’s in a Name”, that tells about the names of the original roads in Town.
Ms. Pantezzi said the Library has copies of all the Historical Society bulletins, but Ms. Moore said the History section needs re-organizing.

Mr. LaRocca suggested all the Members bring whatever they have to the next meeting.  He commented that some of the Historical Society bulletins have been bound.

Ms. Moore said the bulletins come out about once a year, adding that they will be available on the Historical Society website at northsalem.org in the future.
Ms. Thompson said she will bring a draft brochure and copies of the lists she has to the next HPC meeting.  

Chairman Tuoti mentioned looking for additions to the list of possible historic sites, and Ms. Thompson added that the list will need updating, as the owners will have changed on some properties.

Ms. Pantezzi said there was a survey of Croton Falls done in the past, but the HPC never got around to looking at the properties.  She said that there are no more old houses to add, but there may be some modern houses to consider.

The Chairman said that in his neighborhood, the homes of the founders of the 2 sub-divisions (Salem Estates and Salem Acres), built in the 1920’s, are still there. He added that one of the old houses remains essentially unchanged, and he has the blueprints for it.  Chairman Tuoti said his home was the first one built in Salem Estates in 1927.
Ms. Pantezzi said St. John’s Chapel is being sold, and the Chairman said it should be designated a landmark.

Ms. Thompson said she spoke to Monsignor Moore, and he is not sure he can do that, but she thought the HPC should pursue it.
Ms. Pantezzi suggested that the Church may fear they won’t get the best price for the chapel if they allow it to be designated (due to the perceived limitations), but Ms. Thompson said the parishioners may press for it in order to save the structure.

Ms. Thompson said that as the Chairman is a member of the church, it would make sense for him to approach them.

Chairman Tuoti said perhaps he and Betty Lucas would talk to the monsignor, but he would like to have the booklet discussed earlier to take with him.

Ms. Pantezzi said that he can print the one from the website for now, and also offer a copy of the landmark booklet.  
Ms. Rosmarin asked how many landmarks there are in Town , and Ms. Pantezzi said there are about 20, including a bridge, the Balanced Rock and Baxter Road.
Ms. Rosmarin asked where the D.D. Smith House is, and the secretary described the house 2 doors over from Lobdell House.

Ms. Moore said it is actually the Daniel D. Smith House, and Mr. Smith was her uncle.  She added that, many generations back, relatives of hers also owned the Ogden Mills House.

Ms. Rosmarin said the Open Space Committee previously worked to identify parcels to purchase, but they are now doing overlays including important viewsheds, wetlands and steep slopes.  She said another layer would be historic roads and sites, and she      expressed interest in seeing Mills Roads designated either for historic or aesthetic reasons.  Ms. Rosmarin asked the HPC to identify roads of historic or aesthetic importance.  She also asked why Baxter Road was chosen.
Ms. Pantezzi said it was chosen for historic reasons, as it dates back to the 1600’s.  She said a HPC member who lived there pressed the neighbors to agree to its designation.  She explained that historic status of a road does not protect it from possible future changes needed for safety reasons.

Ms. Pantezzi said consideration of historic roads first came about when people living on Starr Ridge Road approached the HPC, because there were plans afoot to build a movie complex on Route 6 at the bottom of Starr Ridge Road.  The HPC looked into it, but North Salem had no law for designating roads, so that had to be created first.  Later on, Starr Ridge Road was no longer under threat, and the Commission worked to get historic landmark status for Baxter Road.  She explained that the HPC originally wanted to use the chapter title “Scenic and Historic Roads”, but the Town Board rejected it, saying it is too difficult to create legislation to protect a viewshed.
Ms., Rosmarin said that currently a designation would only be for the road itself and its edge.  She said even an existing stone wall could probably be changed, although not to a chain-link fence, for example.  She said historic designation could keep a road from being widened as would have been necessary on Mills Road to accommodate a proposed traffic light in the past.

Ms. Rosmarin said the Town Board is trying to take Hardscrabble, Bloomer and June Roads back from the County, under a proposal wherein the County would pave the roads and pay the Town for taking responsibility for the roads.

Ms. Pantezzi said the HPC has discussed Route 116 in the past, because it is very long and very historical.  She said they never progressed to the point of having people go out and talk to residents to see how they felt about it.

Ms. Rosmarin said 51% of linear property-owners must agree for such a proposal to proceed.  She said she has been speaking to New York City, because they own the roads on either side of the reservoir, and they are very interested in seeing Mills and Route 116 designated historic landmark roads.

Ms. Pantezzi said it seemed that if 49% of property-owners on a road objected to an application for historic status, they could press the Town Board to deny the application. She said that while an approval of 51% might be enough to apply, she did not think it would be enough to get a road designated.  Ms. Pantezzi said there is nothing so specific regarding designation of historic districts.  She thought an approval rate of about 75% would help to ensure the success of the application.
The group discussed designation of parts of roads.

Steve LaRocca pointed out that all the main roads in North Salem are historic.

Ms. Pantezzi said she thought making people of aware of the use of Titicus Road by Rochambeau and his troops during the Revolutionary War would help to encourage support for its designation as an historic road.  

Ms. Moore said past interest in Route 116 prevented the State from widening it in the late 1970’s.

The Chairman said there are currently 3 draft Environmental Impact Statements before the Town which the HPC should be involved with re potential historical findings from required archeological digging.
He said one such site is a bridge at the proposed Marriott site.

Ms. Thompson said she believes a report of the archeological dig on this site was sent via e-mail to the former Town historian and either it was lost or the response was lost.  When there was no response to the report, the next phase of the project proceeded, and artifacts found on the site went to New York State.  The developer intends to demolish the bridge.  Ms. Thompson expressed her distress that the project got so far along before the HPC knew anything.
Chairman Tuoti asked what the HPC should do now, and Ms. Thompson suggested asking for permission to look at the bridge.  Depending on what they think of what they see, the developer might be prohibited from destroying it.  
Ms. Moore said there was once a cemetery in the same area, but it was moved.

Ms. Thompson said she would find out who to contact about looking at the bridge and try to arrange something late in the day so as many people as possible will be able to go along.

Chairman Tuoti said the report on the Salem Hunt site states that a lot of holes were dug and nothing significant found; but Ms. Curtis said she had seen no evidence of any holes.

The third DEIS is for a parcel between Reed Road and near Juengst, and Ms. Thompson said the dig is in good hands.  She explained that the archeologist asked for help, which she considered a good indication that the report will be thorough.  Ms. Thompson said Ms. Curtis advised the HPC to try to get involved early on in future projects.

Bruce Buchholtz, Ms. Thompson, Ms. Moore and the Chairman agreed to look at the bridge on the Marriott site.

Regarding the Salem Hunt project, Mr. LaRocca said there wouldn’t have been actual holes dug but just shovel-fuls.  If anything is turned up by 100 shovel-fuls (located on a grid), the archeological work moves forward to Phase 2.  (Between the 2 phases, a few nails and some pottery shards were found.)  He commented that the HPC might not need to get involved, as the State has requirements, and archeological digs are not the purview of the Commission.  He said that in his opinion it is good to receive information, but there is no reason to go any further.  
Ms. Pantezzi said she appreciated the Town Board’s interest in the HPC, and perhaps Ms. Rosmarin or another Town Board member would come to an occasional meeting or might want to see meeting minutes.

Ms. Rosmarin said the Town Board wanted to see numerous liaisons between groups.  She stated that they received a lot of applications for seats on the Town’s various boards, and there are people working on multiple boards.  There is a lot of information interchange occurring, and a lot of that information will be integrated into the Comprehensive Plan.

Ms. Pantezzi made a motion to approve the December 5, 2007 minutes.  Mr. LaRocca seconded the motion, and the Commission voted unanimously in favor.  

Ms. Thompson said all the HPC members should stop into the Historian’s office to look at the files once she has gotten them in order, and they should also see what resources are available to them.   She suggested also visiting the White Elephant, and the Chairman said perhaps they would have a meeting there sometime.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:15.

Respectfully submitted,

____________________________

Janice Will, Recording Secretary
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