HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES

February 8, 2007  

Delancey Hall Conference Room 

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Francis Tuoti, Chairman

Gail Pantezzi




Steve LaRocca

MEMBER ABSENT:
Deanna Mulligan





Thomas Loizeaux


Susie Thompson 

ALSO PRESENT:

Linda and Brian Gracie

Janice Will, Recording Secretary

Mr. and Mrs. Gracie showed the Commission samples of roof shingles, and Mrs. Gracie said they prefer a dark brown one with gray flecks because it most closely resembles wood.  The preferred shingle is Timberline Ultra in Heather Blend.

Gail Pantezzi commented that the roof on Delancey Hall is wood, stained red, which is authentic for its style and age.

Mrs. Gracie showed the Members the paint colors chosen:  Bennington Gray (siding); Great Barrington Green (front door); and Monterey White (trim).  All colors are from the Benjamin Moore line of historic colors.

Mrs. Gracie passed around 2-year-old photos of the house, one taken from each side.  She pointed out the existing screened porch to be transformed into a kitchen.

Steve LaRocca asked the Gracies to submit the paint color samples as part of their Certificate of Appropriateness application.  He added that he would prefer a darker green for the front door, but paint color is not permanent, and the door is a small part of the façade of the house.

Ms. Pantezzi asked that the HPC be informed if, in the process of scraping off old paint and finishes, any clues to the original colors used on the exterior of Keeler Homestead are uncovered.  She said the somewhat taupey shade of gray chosen by the Gracies for the siding is unusual for an 18th century house, but it is their choice.

Brian Gracie informed the Members that the leaders will be copper, and the windows will all be the same size as they are now, with existing frames used wherever possible.  He submitted some information from Marvin, the window manufacturers.

Mrs. Gracie said the windows will have simulated divided lights, and she showed the Members some photos of the interior of the house.

Mr. Gracie commented that the oldest part of the house is very narrow and includes back-to-back fireplaces.  He said one of the hearths will have to be replaced.

Mrs. Pantezzi asked if the chimneys will need to be relined, and Mrs. Gracie said she thinks they will.

Mrs. Gracie said the ZBA will be hearing her variance application on February 15.  

Francis Tuoti stated that Deanna Mulligan called the neighbors who were concerned about the work on the Gracies’ house.  Once she explained that most of the work will be restoration and there will be no change to the footprint of the house, the neighbors’ fears were allayed.  
It was agreed that a public hearing of the Gracies’ application will not be necessary.

The Chairman said the HPC could only give the Gracies conditional approval to proceed, because there was not a quorum of members present.  

Ms. Pantezzi moved to accept the Gracies’ Certificate of Appropriateness application, including paint colors, window details, leader material and photographs.

Mr. LaRocca seconded the motion.

All present were in favor.

Conditional approval granted.

At this time, the Gracies departed.

Due to the lack of a quorum, the Members did not vote to approve the January 25 meeting minutes.

Mr. Tuoti said he spoke to Rick O’Leary (architect and Croton Falls resident), who expressed interested in becoming a member of the HPC.
Ms. Pantezzi explained that Mr. O’Leary should write a letter to the Town Supervisor, requesting the appointment.  She pointed out that the HPC is meant to have 7 members, so a vacancy already exists.

Mr. Tuoti said he would also speak to the Supervisor himself.  He added that Mr. O’Leary spent time in the past with the Historical Society, helping them to examine the details of the proposed addition to Lobdell House.

It was agreed to hold another, brief meeting just to have an official vote to approve the Gracies’ application for the Keeler Homestead.  The secretary will coordinate the Members’ availability and arrange a meeting date.

When the Chairman noted that there was no further business to discuss, Ms. Pantezzi made a motion to adjourn the meeting.

Mr. LaRocca seconded the motion.

The Chairman adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:45 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

____________________________

  Janice Will, Recording Secretary

