HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES

May 30, 2006  

North Salem Library
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Tom Loizeaux, Co-Chair

Steve LaRocca





Gail Pantezzi





Susie Thompson




Francis Tuoti

MEMBER ABSENT:
Deanna Mulligan 
OTHERS PRESENT:
Janice Will, Recording Secretay

Tom Loizeaux called the meeting to order.  

The minutes of the January 17 and April 5 meetings were unanimously accepted, and the following were discussed:
Rockwood-Moysa (Smith House) Final Vote
Mr. Loizeaux commented he went to see the house and it looks great.  He added that the owners did a great job and are very enthusiastic about the restoration of their house.  Mr. Loizeaux stated that the Rockwood-Moysas said there were 3 things not done according to the original plans, although he did not see these items on the plans:

· The back porch door will cost $20-30,000, and the owners do not want to go forward with this now.  They intend to get the door in the future.

· 3 windows for the kitchen (not on original plan) not installed.
· 2 attic windows (not on the plan) also not installed.  
Susie Thompson said she didn’t think it mattered, because the house looks very good the way it is.

Gail Pantezzi said she thought the kitchen and attic windows were proposed by the Rockwood-Moysas after the original plans were submitted to the HPC.

Ms. Thompson said the Rockwood-Moysas are just the sort of people the Committee hopes to work with in designating historic landmarks, because they follow through on everything.  She reiterated that the house looks wonderful.

Mr. Loizeaux said the owners have also done a great job on the modern addition to the house, utilizing French doors and creating an attractive, light-filled space.  He stated that the Commission should vote to approve the completion of the restoration of the house including deviation from the original plans (mainly the back door which will be installed in the future) so the Rockwood-Moysas will be issued a Certificate of Occupancy by the Building Inspector.
Motion by:

   Susie Thompson

Seconded by:
   Steve LaRocca

Ms. Thompson:
   Aye

Mr. LaRocca:
   Aye

Mr. Tuoti:

   Aye

Ms. Pantezzi:
   Aye


Chairman Loizeaux: Aye
Mr. LaRocca asked Mr. Loizeaux if he remembered the name of a consultant from the Rockwood-Moysa project, and Mr. Loizeaux replied that he didn’t.
Ms. Thompson said Ms. Rockwood is very easy to get in touch with, and she would ask her for the consultant’s name.

Mr. LaRocca explained that there is an old house in Carmel (the Golden house) on the reservoir that is owned by the DEP and in need of restoration.  As there is community interest, the DEP will renovate the building, but they will need a preservation consultant.
Pantezzi Roof/Certificate of Appropriateness Application

Ms. Pantezzi said she hadn’t known she would be having her roof re-done so soon, but her husband managed to engage a contractor to start right away.  She said she told her husband the HPC would have to approve the work, because the color of the roof is to be changed, but he is very anxious for the work to begin.  Ms. Pantezzi said she had all the paperwork in order, and she added the job specs/roofer’s bid for the work to her application.  Ms. Pantezzi explained that some minor repairs were done to the roof in the past, and only the asphalt shingles need to be replaced now.  She submitted a sample of the shingles and said they are a GAF timberline shingle in the darkest color available.  She explained that the color is shaded a little bit to look like shadow on slate.

Ms. Pantezzi said the contractor is a GAF-certified roofer, and she will be given double the usual guarantee from GAF for having him do the roofing.  She added that another roofer she spoke to uses someone else for the leaders and gutters, but the contractor she has selected does those jobs himself.

Mr. Loizeaux asked if any structural work will need to be done under the shingles, and Mrs. Pantezzi responded that she didn’t think so.

Francis Tuoti asked if the original roof was slate, and Ms. Pantezzi said it was, although she had never seen a good photograph of it.  She said there are bits of slate around the house that are dark like the GAF timberline shingles she plans to use.
Ms. Thompson asked about the roof on the neighboring building owned by the Town, and Ms. Pantezzi said she has a photograph of the building with a metal roof, but she didn’t think that was the original roof, because there are bits of slate all around the building.  She added that the slate could be from her house, but there is no way to know.

Ms. Pantezzi said she wanted to buy the shingles and have work start on her roof next week.

Mr. LaRocca asked about the contractor’s reference to “Smart Vent” to be employed, and Ms. Pantezzi said it is not supposed to be very noticeable.  She described the location of this very small vent near the top of the roof.  She stated that there will also be a roof-ridge vent, because she opens the attic windows in warm weather.
Ms. Pantezzi changed the subject to address the issue of the Lions Club website which contains a page devoted to the HPC.  She explained that the high school senior who originally worked on it graduated from high school and went off to college.  There was no help for 2 years, and there have been 2 volunteers since.  

Ms. Thompson asked if management of the web page couldn’t be offered as a challenge to an on-going group like a club at the high school.  
Mr. Loizeaux suggested the group return to the subject of approving Ms. Pantezzi’s Certificate of Appropriateness application.  

Motion by:

   Mr. Loizeaux

Seconded by:
   Ms. Thompson

Mr. Loizeaux:
   Aye

Ms. Thompson:
   Aye

Mr. LaRocca:
   Aye

Mr. Tuoti:

   Aye

Ms. Pantezzi:
   Abstained

Mr. LaRocca commented that the darker roof will be an improvement over the existing one, as old houses typically would have had dark roof shingles.  
Visit to Historical Society Meeting

Mr. Loizeaux explained that the plan is merely for the 2 groups to get together to talk on June 12.
Ms. Thompson said the Historical Society meets at the White Elephant, and she asked Mr. Tuoti if he is still a member.  He responded that he is.

Ms. Pantezzi asked if there was any sort of agenda, and Mr. Tuoti said it was just an opportunity to see if the Historical Society is on the same page as the HPC.  He added that there are no particular concerns.  He went on to say that he thought the suggestion of a joint meeting was brought about by the planned addition to Lobdell House, as some Historical Society members thought the Town was neglectful in failing to get an opinion from them.

Mr. LaRocca suggested the HPC consider bringing a list of potential landmarks to the joint meeting.

Mr. Tuoti asked the other members what they thought about suggesting repair of the stone wall running along Route 116, adding that it looks especially bad right across from the Town offices.  He suggested they speak to the Highway Department about fixing the wall.
Ms. Pantezzi pointed out that it belongs to New York City.

Mr. Tuoti said the wall is historic and should be maintained, so someone should contact the City, and Ms. Pantezzi added that they should speak to someone with the Town about the wall first.

Mr. Loizeaux asked Mr. Tuoti if he would approach Warren Lucas (Town Board member), and Mr. Tuoti said Tom Belcastro (Town Board member) is his neighbor and he would speak to him also.
Mr. Loizeaux suggested the HPC bring their book of historic landmarks to the meeting with the Historical Society, but Ms. Thompson pointed that they already have copies of it.

Mr. LaRocca suggested providing a summary of the HPC’s recent activities, i.e. the Rockwood-Moysa house and the Purdys movement for an historic district there.  

The members discussed the addition to the home of Chris Brockmeyer, and Ms. Pantezzi said Mr. Brockmeyer was moving quickly to get the work done.  She added that he will reapply for historic landmark status, probably in the fall.

Ms. Thompson said she had received an e-mail from Deanna Mulligan regarding a plaque for the Rockwood-Moysa house, and she asked if the HPC has funds to purchase a plaque now.

Ms. Pantezzi said it is a small amount and may be requisitioned from the Town.

Ms. Thompson stated that the 7 plaques ordered a few years ago had cost $103/each.  She said she saw no reason to wait for the Brockmeyer application, so she could order just one for the D. D. Smith (Rockwood-Moysa) house.

Ms. Pantezzi said Ms. Thompson would need to fill out a Town requisition form (voucher) and get a bill from the manufacturer and submit the 2 to the Town.

Mr. Loizeaux asked the secretary if she could turn the paperwork in to the proper Town office, and she said she would.

Ms. Thompson asked what information should be included on the plaque, and Mr. Loizeaux replied that he would get the appropriate “circa” date and correct name for her to use.

Mr. Tuoti asked if the Commission was interested in designating Route 116 as an historical highway or road, and Mr. LaRocca responded that there is some interest in doing so.

Mr. LaRocca said they had taken an informal poll of Route 116 residents, and Ms. Pantezzi added that some people were interested and some were not.

Mr. LaRocca said to Mr. Tuoti that the issue had been discussed for a couple of years and then just gone dormant.  

Mr. Tuoti said the Historical Society is interested, so perhaps the HPC should mention it to them.
Mr. LaRocca said the HPC had discussed the subject in terms of creating an historic district of homes on either side of Route 116.

Ms. Thompson asked Mr. Tuoti how much of Route 116 he was considering, and he answered that he wasn’t sure, but it runs from Deans Bridge to Ridgefield, CT.

Ms. Pantezzi suggested that if the road were designated historic first, it might then be easier to get homes designated afterward.

Ms. Thompson stated that even designating the road would affect landowners (there was some local dissention during the designation of Baxter Road), and she asked the other Members if they want to try to do this.

Mr. Loizeaux said he thought it would be hard to accomplish, but Mr. Tuoti said he thought it was important as Route 116 is part of Rochambeau’s Revolutionary War route.

Ms. Pantezzi stated that North Salem is part of the national Hudson River Valley Heritage Region, which came about as a result of New York State Department of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation’s desire to use history to boost tourism.  She commented that Rochambeau’s Trail might appeal to the State for that reason.
Ms. Thompson asked how many homes there are on Route 116 from Ridgefield to Purdy’s Homestead, and Mr. Loizeaux said there are about 100.

Mr. LaRocca commented that designation of the road instead of creating an historic district might be easier.  

Ms. Thompson said there is other historic significance to Route 116 besides Rochambeau.

Ms. Pantezzi said she would hope that, if the road is designated, some people might create individual small districts that would eventually meet or connect.

Mr. LaRocca asked if any of the Purdys houses that were moved long ago were relocated along Route 116, and Mr. Tuoti responded that he thought the houses were either moved to the current Town of Purdys or destroyed.
Ms. Pantezzi suggested consulting Tim Purdy.

There was no further business to discuss, and the meeting was adjourned at 8:30.
Respectfully submitted,

____________________________

  Janice Will, Recording Secretary 
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